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by your Majefty's Nup- 
tials with the beft of Prin- 
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DEDICATION. v 

ib eminently diftinguiflied 
themfelves in the long pro- 
trafted Conteft, and who 
enjoy the Glory of being 
called to ihare the Throne 
of a Monarch reigning over 
the greateft, becaufe the 
freeft, People upon Earth ;, 
over a People who vene- 
rate their Sovereigns for 
their Virtues, and whofe 
Obedience is di£)ated by 
Affedkion ; the ftrongeft, 
beft, moft durable, and moft 
glorious Security on which ■ m. 
the Throne can be raifed, -<* ■' 

and Empire be eftabliihe^^.' • 
A 3 Wifli- 



very uncafy apprehenfions, if I did rtot 
depend on the generous indulgence of 
my readers J who I truft will at leail be 
pleafed with my defir? of imDartiili$4lttis- 
fa^on to thdr curk^fy, althmgh I may 
have 
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government and example, to fcture to 
hjs fubjefts. 

As foon, therefore, as his Majefly de- 
clared his intention of taking the Princefs 
of Meckknburgb for his confort, (be be- 
came the general topic of difcourfej and 
every Briion's thoughts were turned to- 
wards the femily from which Great Bri- 
tain was to receive its Queen. They all 
enquired, with the moft ardent curiofity, 
for anecdotes concerning the houfe of 
Meckknhurgb i and each perfon embraced 
fuch accounts as beil fuited his inclinations, j 

how weak foever the foundation whereon 1 

he built his belief: from hence a general 
contradiiftion, and a confequent confufion 1 

in opinions arofe, and all feemed ignorant \ 

of the family of their future Queen. I con- 
fefs I was myfelf no lefs curious on this fub- 
je(5t than the reft: of my countrymen; and .^\ 

iince I could receive no fatisfedion in this I 

refpeft from converfation, nor difcoHr 
in fuch oppofite accountsi wtoich were 

moft I 
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■ jnterefting part o 

'ccm only the ac 
ment; his 7111116! 
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through many 
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born the tafk 9 but, as nothing of this kmd 
has appeared, I flatter myielf, that my im- 
parting to general curiofity whsft in my 
refearches I have been able to difcover 
concerning it, may not be difagreeable to 
the public, though it has not been in my 
power to form the hiftory oi MeckUnburgh 
into fo regular, and uniform a feries, as I 
could have defired. If this attempt prove 
an inducement to any perfon, better qua- 
lified, to do juftice to the fubjed, I fhall 
think myfelf entitled to claim fome merit 
with the public, and fhall find therein a 
better excufe for the defedts in this per- 
formance, than in my defire to gratify uni* 
verfal curiofity, or the hafte with which 
it has been attempted. The latter is but a 
poOT apology, but if it can ever be al- 
lowed of any weight, I think it muft be 
on fuch an occafion ^ fince curiofity is ne-- 
ceifarily accompanied with impatience, 
and the bed recommendation this work 
can claim, 'is a fpeedy endeavour to* f^is- 



P R E F A 
fy fo reftlefs a paffioti ; wi 
greatly increafcd by the arriv 
cefs, whofe engaging appearance excites in 
the nation the moft pleafing hopes, of 
feeing in her, the worthy partner of thdr 
monarch's throne. 
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[)B0B(K^ H E empire of. Germat^ is 
^^ not do properly one ftatQ as 
^3* '^w ^"^ aflbciation of many. The 
P^ iJPk F*^ tides of Duke, Marquis, &c. 
)siji9fJlfjkJi are in that country not meer- 

ly honourary ; they have all feparate prin- 
cipalities annexed to them, and each tn^ 
jo)rs in his particular territory the power 
of coining money, levymg armies, and 
making war or peace with any but mem- 
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bers of the Germanu body. He has power 
of life ami death over his own fub)eds, and 
is abfolute, and without control, as far as 
regards the internal part of his dominions : 
but all affairs that concern the whole Ger^. 
manic body are^ tranfadted in the Diet,* 
where every Prince has a right to votei 
Even moft of the Prelates in the empire 
are temporal Princes, There are near three 
hundred diilin£t principalities in Germany, 
which, together with die Emperor, com- 
pofe what we call the Germanic body. 

The fubjedion of thefe petty Sovereigns 
chiefly appears in being obliged to do ho- 
mage to the £mp0ror« and to accompany 
him in all his v\rars, attended by a ftipu- 
lated number ofmen, in proportion to their 
dominions^ fiirniihed and maintained at 
th^ir own expesce. In points of great 
importance tliere is an appeal from the 
Princes to the Emperor, ff they reiufe to 
do juftice. 

To the Emperor belongs the privilege 
of conferring honours and titfcs ; mcA of- 
fices, whether great or fmail, even to the 

* Hift. del* Empire, par Ic Sicur Je Hfiffk 

appoint- 
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M E C K L E N B U R-G H- 3 

appointmeht of public Notaries, arc in his 
gift : he diipofes of all forfeitures and con- 
fifcations: he is Judge in all differences 
which happen between the Princes of the 
empire; and no compacts or treaties are 
valid till confirmed by hiis: he has a right 
to claim the revifal of any procc ^ Adhere- 
in the Princes have reiufed to do ji^fHce. 
The decifions of the Diet are of no force 
till they have recdved his approbation. He 
fummons and difmifTes thoie afTemblles at 
pleafure, and direds them on what fub-- 
jeAs to deliberate * . 

Thcfe are the chief branches of his 
power; but then he is under confiderable , 
reflraints. He can neither make nor abro- 
gate laws, levy taxes, declare war, or con- 
clude peace, without the confeiit of the 
Diet. Since the Adrian family poflefled 
the Imperial throne, the Emperor's power 
hag indeed been much itKreafed by his 
Hereditary dominions, Auftria^ Bobemiay 
and Hungary. The forces and revenues 
which arife from thefe flates, extend his 
powor of awing, or obliging his vailals. 

• Ibid. Introduftion al V Hiftoire de V Univcrs, 
par Martiniire. 
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Among the gtt^t nuxnbcf of Princes 
who reign in Germany i are nine? E- 
ledlors, in whom refide the power of 
elcding the Emperor, which is at pre- 
fcnt little more than an idle ceremony ; for 
fince the houfc of Ai^ria poffefled the 
crown, it has defcended almoft in heredi- 
tary fucceflion. The Eleftors are, the Arch- 
bifhops of MentZy of Tners or Treves, and 
of CoJogniy the King of Bohemia, the Dukes 
of Bavaria, Saxoirf, Brwi/wick-Lunenburg 
King of England, the Marquis of Bran^ 
denburgh King of Frujjia, and the Prince 
Palatine of the Rhine*. In this ftatc we 
may diftinguifh traces of the ancient Go- 
thic government, which was compofed of 
various diftinft bodies, each under feparatc 
Kings, who fecm to have been conneAed, 
though we know not the terms of their 
tmion. But herein we perceive a confi- 
dcrable difference, the Goths allowed only 
a limited power to their Sovereigns. The 
Prince who fubdued many nations was ftill 
obliged to fubmit to the la^s of his country 

and was liable to be controled by his fub- 

• Ibid. 



*^ 



1 



M E C K L E N B U R G H. 

}cds: but every Prince in Germany is ab- 
iblute in his principality; and however in- 
fignificant his ftate may be, ftill he is above 
the laws. 

Mecklenburgh^ tho' now included in the 
Germanic body, was for many ages fub- 
je<3: to Denmark. The *Romam^ on the 
ruin of whofe monarchy the German em- 
pire was raifed, never penetrated beyond 
the Elbe \ nor do we find they ever at- 
tempted it : either difcouraged by the ri- 
gors of fo northern a climate, and the ex- ^ 
treme fiercenefs of the people, or by a fup- 
pofition that the country could not repay 
them for the trouble of the conqueft. 

Though Mecklenburgh efcaped the ge- 
neral flavery under which the Romans had 
reduced almoft all the known world ; yet 
as the weaker ftate will ever be much 
reftraihed, if not entirely fubdued by its 
ftronger neighbours, the Tianes made them 
and the adjacent countries feel the weight 
of their fuperior force. MechJenburgby not 
originally a diftinfl: principality, was in-r 
eluded with Pomeranian the Hans towns, 
and the north part of Brandenburgby un-f 

B 3 der 
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der the general name of JFandalia^ ; tho' 
poffibly not all governed by one t^rinccj 
fince we find &at the Gothic ftates were 
divided into many finall kingdoms; and 
perhaps the prefent divifion of that terri- 
tory, into feparate principalities, nuy have 
been the confequence of the various ilates 
which fttbfifted therein in the earlien ages; 
when, tho^ in general terms, all beyond 
the Elbe is called Wdndalia^ yet we find 
among them people of different denomi^ 
nations, <Sf whom the kingdom of the 
fjibodriies feems to have been the mcA 
powerful. This kingdom contained the 
country now called Meckkniurgb, which 
tho' not one of the moft extenfive ftates 
in Germany^ yet perhaps can bring more 
authentic proofs of its antiquity, than 
many more confiderable principalities can 
boaft. 

If we may truft to the tcftimony of 
Marcballus TburiuSy who has written the 
annals of the Vandals and the Heruliy Arh* 
tyriusy a native of the country bordering 
on the Pabis Meotis^ and one of Alexander 
the Great's Captains, difcontented at hav- 

♦ Introd, a I'Hift. de I'Univ, par Martiniere. 
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ing no dme allotted to hi<n of that Princess 
conqu^fts, which after his d^c^afe were di- 
vided amcmg other Commanders, taking 
leave of his more fortunate comra^i, fet 
ikU with as many of his foldiers as were wil^ 
ling to fhare his fortune to the iile of Gotk-^ 
kndi aocompanied by the fim of the King 
who then reigned in that ifland, with whom 
he was united in the ftridkeft friend/hip. 

The King of Gntbknd received his fon 
with extreme joy ; and as the ftrongcft tei^ 
timonial of his a&dion for him, enters 
tained jhtyrimwiih die greatcft genero^Q^i 
but as a fbite of dependanoe can never ^ 
pear eligible to a noble mind, be could not 
think of continuing at that Prince's court; 
but hearing that at no great diftance there 
was a nation of £krub\ of whom thofe 
from whence he fprang were icmly a colo^ 
ny, he went thither as to his native coun-- 
try, and prevailed with the people to accept 
him for their King. 

After he wa£ in quiet po^iiion <^ the 
^rone, eith^ to ihew his gratitude to 
the King of Gothland^ or to indulge a 
pafHon conceived while at his court, he 
afked Symhlla, that Ming's daughter, in 

B 4 mar- 
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marriage : nor was he an unitica 
lover. This Princefs feems to have 
as agreeable to her fubjefts as to ^^ 
for after her death they ranked her ai 
the Deities, and adored her undei 
name of Siva. 

The iame author adds, that from tt 
lious cdoured deaths worn by this at 
turer*s foldiers, they were named ^Aj 
an appellation afterwards exti^nded t 
whole nation. Upon the pavilion o 
ve^ls in which jintyrtm came to 
countiy, he fays, was panted the he 
Bucepbaha, and that he had upon his \ 
ft griffin in an azure field, ftom w] 
he derives the arms of Meckleniurgb. 
likcwife alTures v&, that fome of the j 
rity of A^yrius reigned for many ^e 
the VandaUf while part of them left 
country to carry ruin and deffaii£U<» 
the Roman onpirc. By his account, 
biflai the Second, Ac laft King of the 
Jah in Meckknburgbi was the fortiodi 
narch in regular fucceffion ftom . 



* MarthaHus Tharius, Annaln VandtiJe} 
fitrulorum- 



MECKLENBURGH. 

Such is the conteded account tranimit* 
ted to us hy MarcballusThurius; who hav- 
ing been a Councellor of ilate to a Duke of 
Cufirowy is faid by his defenders to have 
compiled his annals.upon authentic recc^-ds 
$ind materials, which being fince loft, his 
hiftory is. invalidated for want of authors 
riiat corroborate his teftimony. . Indeed^ 
there is no proof of the certainty of what 
he relates, which more refemble traditional 
tales, than hiftorical truth. But fuch is 
the cafe with all nations ; their iirft rife is 
clouded with fables ^ confliied traditions 
fwelled into wonders by national vanity, 
betray all early writers iijtb the marvellous : 
and it would be difficult to fay what coun- 
try is leaft guilty of this folly; though the 
contefls which have arifen on this point, 
were never more idle than thofe concern- 
ing the origin oithtMeckknburgbersi fince 
their antiquity is certain, though the name 
of the perfon who firft aflumed the title 
of King of that country be diiputed ; and 
if Marcballus Thurius^$ account be thought 
jftiore illuftrious,' it is, however, lefs ancient, ^ 
^than what we find related by more credible 
hiftpriansj for we meet with frequent men- 
tion 
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tion of them in the hiftories of neig^Uiour*- 
ing nationa before the birdi of jikxandcr. 
From tbefe it appears, that the Famkk and 
the Gofbs were origmally Scythians *, who 
migrated into Scandimmay under the con^ 
dudt of Woden their King 3 and aftervrardsy 
leaving their country a iecond time> fetded 
in Meckknburgb and the ac^acent part$« 
From what we have fiud it will appear, 
that if we mean to wrke a general hiftory 
of MeckkfAurgby it will he neccffioy to give 
fome previous account of the Vandah ; who 
for a long tame retained n^any of the &€y^ 
tbian cuftoms* 

This people da'ive4 their ori^nal Irom 
Magogy the £xond Ton of Ja^tt: they 
poflei^d great part of Jjfiay and a laige 
track in Eurt^iy yet the coldneis of part 
<^ their country, and their ill cultivation 
of the reft) rendered it infiifficient fi>r the 
la{^rt of its numerous inhaHtantB. A 
large multitude thertfore invaded Scandi^ 
navia, from whence fome of them after- 
wards removed into die northern parts of 
Germany y where their names were changed, 

as 
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as circumihnces or fancy induced them, or ^ 
their neighbours, to' make fuch alteration. ,, 
It is not improbable, that the Vandals^ or 
Wandak^ were diftinguiihed by this name 
only on account of their migration fromf 
^eir former eftabli(hment, to a more fer- 
tile and lefs populous country; fince the 
name Vandal or Wanial^ may properly be 
derived from the word Wandelen^ which in 
die Gothic tongue (ignifies to wander*. 

The ravages thcfe people committed in 
the Roman empire, have rendered their 
names opprobious; but this ieems to be 
rather a confequence of their leaving their 
conquered enemies to relate their actions, 
who, we may fuppofe, would hot in this 
cafe adhere ftriSly to the truth. The de- 
vaftations they made are indeed indiiputa- 
ble; but were the Romans themfclves more 
merciful conquerors ? The ftate of war is 
a flate of deflruftion; but their virtues, 
by all accounts, were fiich, as few more 
civilized nations could then equal. 

They were famous for hofpitality and 
benevolence: the flranger wanted no other 

* Mmh. Praetor, in Oxh^GHhAx^o. a I'Hift. 
dc njn. pzv Martinierf. 
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recommendation to them than his being 
fuch. It was probably on account of their 
merits that a part of them received the name 
of Gotbsy from their GernUin neighbckirs^ 
in whofe language Goten fignifies Good^. 

Their only riches were their flocks, by 
whofe milk they were fuftained, and whofe 
fkins ferved them for cloathing. They 
had no temptitions to be intemperate, nor 
means of being luxurious. As they were 
ftrangers to fuch incentives to injuflice, wc 
may eafily believe they were juft, and ra- ^ 
ther attribute to this circumftance, than to 
their having enafted fevcre laws againft 
theft, that they fiiffered their flocks to wan-, 
der at pleafure, without fear of any diminu- 
tion from the rapacity of others, Univerfal 
poverty is the mod certain prevention of 
robbery. Riches, that cannot be heaped up, 
the moft parfimonious will impart; there- 
fore, if a Vandal by any ficknefs among his 
cattl^, or other accident, was poorer than - 
his neighbours, he was fure of being fup- 
plfcd from their fuperfluity. Thefe friendly 
and hofpitable afliftances, kept up that dc* 

* GroU in proleq. ad Procop^ 

pcndance 
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petidance among them, which they had no 
traffic to conftitute; and free from envy, 
they lived in peace and virtue, like bre- 
thren, void of ambition or covetoufncfs. 

Of the ufes of gold and filver they were 
happily ignorant, and confequently defpif- 
cd them as lefs fcrviceable metals than iron. 
They had not even the general indulgence 
of a fixed and convenient habit^ition. Co- 
vered vraggons ferved them for houfes, and 
contained themfelves, their famiKes, and 
all their inanimate property. Their po- 
verty, their temperance and uncorrupted 
principles, gave occafion but for few or- 
dinances. The great law of nature, the 
confcioufnefs of right and wrong, fo 
ftrongly imprinted on the heart of man, 
that a courfe of wickednefs cannot totally 
efface it, was felt by them in its jfliU force, 
and proved in moft things a fufficient re- 
ftraint on their adions. Where it was 
not found eiFe<3:ual, they provided for the 
common good by the moft falutary laws. 

They treated adultery as a capital crime, 
which never cfcaped death ; but polygamy 
was fo much countenanced among them^ 
that a man was refpccSlcd in proportion to 

the 
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the number of his wives. It was ufual to 
kc^ only one fon at home, the reft, which 
were often an incredible number, they fent 
in &»rch of new fettlements ; their own 
country, ;ill cukivated, and not naturally 
£iud^ly being infufficient f<^ the great in- 
create of its inhabitants. Hiey encou** 
ra^d the ftudy of phiio&phy, and gave 
frequent proofs, that kdlwledge in this 
fcience was no unfuccefsful coad to the 
throne f « 

The fimpUcity of manners, fo remark-' 
able In the Scytkiaaf and their d^(c^ndants, 
has g^ven occa^on to invidious conipari- 
ions between them and luxurious nations; 
but they are more prpperiy objedls of en*' 
vy thm of comparUbn, fince virtue is ea- 
£ly pra£tiied where there are no temptar 
tions to vice: but we find, that their vir- 
tues decreafed vdth their poverty; and the 
unfetded lives to which they have been 
accuftomed, was perhaps one reaicm for 
thoic numerous bodies of robbers vdiich 
infefted Wimdaiia for many years. Their 
warlike difpoiitions, likewi^, muftinfome 
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meiafure cEofpofe them to attempt gaining 
hf Tioknce^ wiiatsevcr they un^aftly defired 

to ipoSs&s 

Every means Was taken to hceed thear 
youth up to war. No man could (hare 
the fpoil of the vanquiflicd, nor appear at 
the yearly feafts gii^n by their Kings^ but 
thofe vfbo had flam an enemy in battle. 
The fame qualifkation. waa required of 
eyery woman, before ike was albwed to 
enter into wedlock; and ihe who could 
not produce this teftimonial of her valour^ 
was obliged to fubmit to a life of cdOi^ 
bacy. 

The people were divided into twaranks, 
foldiers and fhepherds; the latter were the 
inferior. Thefe had Qrycs and ca|>ttTCS un« 
der them, to aiCft in taking care of the 
hefds ; whidijjas convenience diro^fted^they 
rraaoved from palliire to pa^bire ; together 
with foch perfonS) and &milic3^ as were 
unfit to go to war. 

Though the power of their Kings was 
very circumfcribed» yet they paid thorn ex-* 
traordinary honoiirs after deadi> ^ving 
litem very pompom funerals. As fpon as 
the King expired^ his body was covered ^ 

with 
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with wax, and delivered to the embalm 
mors; who filling the iniide of it with 
bruifed cyprtfsy incenfe, parfley and aniie- 
. ieeds, iewed it up, and conveyed it on a 
chariot through all the provinces of the 
kingdom. 

Wherever the corpfe pafled, the people 
were obliged to perform the ufual fiiiiemi 
ceremonies, which confifted in cutting off* 
one part of their ear, {having their head% 
wounding their fbreheads, noies, and arms^ 
and piercing their left hands with an ar- 
row. In this manner they accompanied 
the chariot from one province to another; 
When they arrived at the utmofl extent 
of the kingdom^ they depoiited the body, 
which was laid on a bed encompafled with 
^ars, in a large fquare hole made in the 
earth. This they covered with wood, and 
fpread a canopy over it. They then placed 
about it one of the King's wives, a cook, 
a gropm, a waiter, a meflenger, and fbme 
horfes, which were previouHy flrangled. 

To thefe they added many neceflary uten* 
ills, and among others, fome golden cups< 
After all this was performed,' they threw a 
great quantity of earth thereon, endeavour* 

ing 
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ing to raife the mound to a coniiderable 
height 

At the expiration of the year they chofc 
fifty of the King's officers, and caufed them> 
with an equal number of horfes, to be 
ftrangled: they were then embowelled 
and ftufFed with ftraw : the bodies of the 
young men were fet on the horfes in a rid- 
ing pofture, and fattened to them by an 
iron ftake ; and thefe were placed at cer- 
tain diftances from each oth^r round the 
monument. 

The funerals of private perfons ' refem- 
bled that of their Monarchs, only in an in- 
ferior degree. The neareft relation to the 
deceafed, caufed his body, after embalm- 
ing, to be carried in a chariot from one re-% 
lation or frjiend to another ; where they were 
feafted by all, and part of the provifipns 
were fet .before the deceafed. At the end 
of forty days the corpfe was put into the 
ground, and the attendants purified them- 
fclvds by a fumigation of hemp-feed ; which, 
thrown on burning ftones, emitted a fra- 
grance, whereof they were extremely fond. 
This they fubftituted to the ablutions ufed 
by moft other nations ; never making ufe 
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lop the fmalleft branch of it, or wound the 
bark, was a fiiailcge they punilhed with 
the cruelleft deaths. They fprinkled thefc 
trees fo plentifully with the blood of their 
vLaims, that the oldeft of them w^e even 
incrufted with it*. 

The altar.s were compofed of a great 
number of faggots, on the top was ereded 
an old iron fcymitar, as an epiblem of the 
Deity. To this they not only offered all 
forts of cattle, as to their other Cods, but 
iiodes, and every hundredth man whom 
they took prifoner from their enemies. 
This horrid iacrifice was performed in the 
following manner. They firft poured wine 
on the captive's head, then cutting hi? 
throat, received the blood into a bowl, 
which carrying to the top of the altar, they^ 
waflied the fword with it. They then cut 
off the right arm of the vidtim clofe to the 
ihoulder, and throwing it up itito the air, 
left it and ithe body expofed in the places 
where they fell. 

Their other viftims were knocked down 
at once by the Priefts, and afterwards flran- 
glcd j the Deity to whom they were ©ffered, 

* Keyflirh Antiq. Septentr. 
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liquor in the fkulls of their flaughtered 
enemies. 

Thefe people are faid to have firft left ^^t, Ch. 
their country about 1200 years before the 1200 
birth of dur Saviour, under the conduft of 
Eric their King. Some ages after, another J^^^^* 
colony came out of StanJinavia^ vsrho 
conquered thofe firft fettled in the pro- 
vinces I have mentioned ; but defiring only 
to ihare their poffeffions, not totally to e3pi 
pel them, the conquerors and the con- 
quered united, and foon became one peo- 
ple*. 

Five hundred and ninety-five years be- Ant. Ch. 
fore the birth of our Saviour, they ^ere 595 . 
governed by a Prince named Skalky whom Skalk. 
Helgon, King of Denmark after having con- 
quered the Baltic iflands, attacked, and 
defeated in a pitched battle. He then laid 
wafte Wandaliay and rendered it a ftatc de- 
pendant oh, iaind tributary to Denmark. 
Skalk was not the only Prince in Ac nor- 
thern part of Germany fubdued by Helgon. 
HunSng Prince of Saxo?y fhared the fame 
fate, and having prevailed on his conque- 

• Jornandes rcr, Goth. 
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tion, retuled longer to pay a tribute, which 
none of the Danijh Princes were fufficient- 

• MafiQtt's Hift. of Germany. Echard'i Hift. 
of Rsme. 



■where , the devaiktions they committed 
fpread a genwal terror, and caufcd fuch 
cpnfufion in Romf, that tlje Emperor was 
obUged to haAen with all pdrible Ipeed to 
its defence. 

jlwelian took the firft opportunity of 
engaging with the enemy; the two armies 
fought from the rjfing to the fetting of the 
fun, with extreme obftlnacy. The greateft 
part of the Emperor's troops fell in this 
battle; but as foon as he had reinforced his 
army, he repaired the Ibfs, by obtaining 
three confiderable vidories over the Van- 
dahf wherein great numbers were flain * ; 
but their valour had fo far gained his 

* Flav. Vopifi. in vitic Aurel. 

efteem. 



■ oppOTiuiuiy} lOOK aavaniage ui a war 
between the Swedes and 'Danes, wherein 
the latter had fuffwed very feverely, and 
jnraded Cymbriat now yutlaad. As Si-^ 

• Ztzimm. 
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mxrtl vns too mudu emfaarra^flSbd t)y fab 
mofl poworfol emsmy, liit Kmg of iS^** 
i^^» to make any immediate <ppofitkm to 
Iheie new invader^ diey had leiifore to Uf 
wafte the whole coufia^, dil the diilrdTi 
6f die Cfm^ians became fi) ^eat> ^ ^ 
genersd apprehen£ons of Atife new con- 
querors fo alarming, diat Shwd wa6 <o* 
bfiged t^ lead his anny againft di^&. 
Flufhed with dieir late &Gceis> ^ftd en-^ 

liicijkus couraged by dieir King Meicejlaus L 

L who had newly aibended die throne^ 
they readily gave him battle, but weM 
vanquiihed. This allay of ill fortmie 
did Hot doomage tlK Vandds^ diey 

A. b. leried a new and greater army, and re- 
341 turned into Qftnhia^ where they defeated 
the Danijh troops, flew many of tlkera^ 
and put the reft to flight; whom they 
|mr{t»^ with die greateft vigour^ drivihg 
them from place to. place. The King 
efcaped dicir vigilance, but they toc^ pri- 

' fencrs his fon yarmeric^ and his two daugh^ 

ters* . The former they dofcfy confined, 
but fold die two prtnceffcs by public fakj 
%vhp were csoried by dieir purcli«&t*> 

the 
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^ one into Nerway^ the other iftto Ger^ 
many. After thk vidory^ the V«nJ^^ 

. Wl^ eaib) took poil^lKHi of Cymiria. 

Siwardi ^ foom as he could nife ft 
new arixrjr, Ud it «g^nft the Swedes in 
ScoMJa^ whece 4hey hai Ma^ g^ott ra* 
va^eS) and was flam in a veiy pbftinate bat«^ 
tle> in which the &»edijk Generdl likewife 
peri(hed^« 

By the death of Siivardy a brave, though 
uofoltimate Prince^ the condition of Den* 
mark was tendered ftill more d^ocable. 
The Vandak were in pofleOSion C^Cymbria, 

' the^ Swedes had ieized Scania and HaUandy to 
iihat the Jciiigdom was now reduced to litde 
more than the iiles of Zealand and H^^ 
nia. But what ftill more deprefied the 
Daneij was the imprifonnient of their 
Prince Jarmerk^ with whofe valour they 
were well acquainted. Buthly his uacle, 
was the only one remaining of the Royal 
Fanuly> ^ man fo weak in underAanding» 
and fo devoid of courage, that no advan*'^ 
tage couM be expefted from his ' adminif-* 
tration^ but from a regard to hereditary 
r%ht> they placed him on the throixe, where^ 

• Ibid. 
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according to dieir expedations, he con- 
tinued inactive and obfcure ^ . 
, Jarmeric ftill remained in JVandalta^ but 

^ in various fituatiohs. The Vandals grow- 
ing-weary of confining him in prifon, con- 
denmed him to till die ground with flaves 
of lefs note 5 who^ as we have before ob- 
ierved, were under the dircdion of the 
{hepherds. He had not long undergone 
this labour, when he was promoted to the 
command of a certain number of them. 
He executed this office fo well, and dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf by fo fuperior a capa- 
city, that he was in a fliort dme railed 
to pofts of greater importance,* wh€n he 
became intimately known to the King; 
to whom his agreeable, and ufefiil qua- 
lifications fo well recommended him, that 
he poflcffed die lyil" place in his favour. 
Though Jarmeric was in this refped 
more fortunate than in any ftate of cap- 
tivity he could have reafonably expedt- 
ed, yet having a tide to a crown, he 

^ . did: not find his vrifhes fatisfied with 
being the fevovirite of an inferior mo- 
wrchj cfpedally as he was ftill fceh in 

•Ibid. 
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the light of a prifoner, and watched 
with great care. Thus diflatisfied with his 
condition, the chief ufe he intended to 
make oi Ifmar\ favour, was to procure 
the means of efcaping froth fervitude. He ^ 
imparted this refblution to Gunno, a Dane, 
who had been imprifoned with him. That 
young man fortified him in his intention^ 
and agreed to be his companion in the 
cnterprize. 

They had waited fbme time for a favour- 
able opportunity^ when the death of the 
King's brother adminiflered an occafion, 
which they immediately embraced. Ac- 
Cording to the eftablifhed cufl-om among 
the Vandals y If mar ^ to celebrate his brother's 
funeral, * had invited all the chief perfbns 
in the kingdom to a feaft at the houfe of 
, the deceafed. yarmeric Kad been left in 
the palace with the Queen, and found 
himfelJF too narrowly watched to efcape 
without the aid of fome ftratagem. With 
the affiftance of Gunm^ he contrived to 
make his guards drunk; and when they 
were too much intoxicated to reiifl, he 
killed them. 

D 3 TOs 
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s unnece^ry cruelty occafioncd Tome 
which was heard by the Queen, who 
to enquire the caufe of itj but her 
ce gave no difturbance to a man in 
I craelty fecms to have been a pre- 
ant quality. Gunno immediately 
ler* i diey then ranfacked the King's 
y; and ait^ taking away all that 
aluable, and as feme aathors iay, 
fire to the houfc where the King 
afting, th^ fled towards Denmark^ 
he utmoit expedition. 
J]bon as the Vandals came to the 
edge of what had pafled, they pur- 
le fugitives; who, after having rode 
rfes on which they firft fet out, till 
Topped down dead, continued their 
f on foot: but this was To flow a 
d of travelling, that they were very 
;ing overtaken by the VandaUi when 
ime to a river, over which there was 
len bridge, yarmeric and Gunno^ afl 
ing it,, cut this bridge fo fer afunder as 
:d it incapable of bearing any con- 
le weight, though the defeat did not 

appear 
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a;p^tf to the qre« Having laid this ihare 
ioe their enemies^ they concealed thenm 
&lves on the banks of the river. 

Their purfixera iboa arrived^ and ao* 
temptii^ to pofk the bridge on horieback, 
it brake and let than allfdl into the twcK 
Some of them vkci^ immediately drow Aed» 
othera having raeourfe to fviriflQmiiig^ 
reached the fhcre, where yarmeric and 
his companion attacking them to much 
advantage, fle;«^ them without great dif- 
ficulty; and a»tinued their flight, free 
j&om fiuther interruption* 

Jarmerk was received in Dmrdart^ 
with the greateft dcmoriftrations of joy; 
his Uncle refigned the throne to him, and 
the people iaw him afcend k with the 
extreameft iati^drion * . 

His firft eQterprize was againft the 
Swe^Sj of wlK>m he recovered all they 
had taken from Denmark. He had no 
iboner compleated this conqueft, than he 
marched into €)ymiria, whence he drove 
the Vandals^ and re- united that country 
to Denmark. 

m 
* \ 
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Jartneficj hot contented with having 
thus reftored the kingdom of Denmark 
to its former extent, refolved to fubdue 
thofe who' had been his conquerors ; and 
for this purpofe led a numerous army to* 
wards Wanidia. Scxme bodies of troops met 
.him on the frontiers, whom he defeated, 
and foon opened himielf a free paiTage 
into their country^ where, to intimidate the 
people, he cauied forty x>f the jwrifoners 
he had taken to be tied to gibbets, and as 
many wolves to be faftened to them, who 
foon devoured thofe unhappy wretdies. 
This was the Danijh puniihment for 
rpbbers.' 

Jarmeric^ at this time, met with litdc 
more refiftance from the Vandals. They 
agreed to pay him a yearly tribute 5 and 
having pofted fome troops in convenient 
places in the country, to keep them in 
fubjedtion, he kd his army againll: the 
Curetes. 

The Fandals h^d never fufFered from 
any foreign power the oppreflion now 
ipfliared upon them. They could not 
fupport the tyranny of the Danijh foU 
diersj and as Jarmeric was engaged at 

fome 
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fomc diftance, they murdered thofe troops j 
ftnd equipping a fleet, made an irruption 
into Benmarky from whence they carried 
a confiderable booty. 

Jarmericy on receiving an, account of 
their rebellion, defiiled from the enterprize 
in which he w^ engaged, and haftened to 
the defence of his kingdom. His fleet met 
that of the Vandals and entirely defeated 
it. On this occafion, yarmericy fertile in 
cruel inventions, found out a new punifh- 
ment for the rebels; for having fele(5ted 
thofe whom he thought mofl guilty, he or- 
dered that leather thongs fhould be pafled ' 
between th^. two bones of their legs; and 
by thefc liey were tied to the feet of an * 
equal number of bulls, who were driven . 
into the mountains, with bull-dogs pur- 
fuing them. This dreadful puiiifhment 
intimidated the Vandals to Ho great a de- 
gree, that they fubmitted to whatever 
terms the King of Denmark chofe to im- 
po& upon them ♦. 

Their obedience, however, was not of 
long continuance. Jarmericy whofc dijt 

* Meurjius. 
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portion was naJcxat^y &cec and Mrai^ 
like, was kd into int^aperance and to 
biptuoufiieis, hf the peralcioua arts of a 
treachearous ^voiirite. This: aliberetion oS 
manners in th^ King of Dfomarky en- 
Gour^ed the Yta4di to renounce his au- 
l^iaritjr} and as they could net hqw tMi 
adtion would |}a6 unrevcBged> diey judged 
k advifeable ta attack, the Haaes. while 
appearances of a general peace hilled them 
into iixurily, end 3s coixfequcnt remiff- 
neik: accordingly they imaded Cymbria, 
and ^undered die country; 

Jarweric was not fc inlic^ immerfed 
in vQk:q)tuQuihc& aa not to Ik rouf«l by 
this iofiilt. He ai&mfated his tcoops^ and 
gave the VandJa^ a total deieat, wherein 
he took many prifooers; t^e chief, of 
whom he caufed to be tiedi to the tails 
of hor&s, and thus dragged about in the 
fields till they expired! He then carried 
his arms into Was^is^ laid wafte the 
country, and committed cruelties too hw- 
rid, and too dcteftable to relate. 

The Vandals had experienced die con- 

lequence of their attacks on the Roman 

empire, and that, widi the litUe profpcft of 

fuc- 
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fucceedmg ^n any dcfigns againft Den-- I^- A. 
markj induced them to remain peaceably 
in their own country, till the beginning 
of die fifth century; when having mul- 
tiplied extremely by fo long a peace, they 
were become too populous for the portion 
of land they poflcflcd. To provide them- 
felves, therefore, with a more plenteous 
fcttlemcnt, they, in the reign of the Empe- 
ror Honoriusy being joined by their neigh- 
bours the Gotbsy poured jfiich numbers 
into the Roman empire, as threatened 
it with deflxuftion. They were led by 405 
RadagaiJUsy or Radagaijiis^ their King*, Rad^ai* 
whofe army is faid to have amounted to -^'^* 
200,000 men, befides an equal number 
of attendants, women and children; for 
as their intention was to find themfelves 
a new abode, it was fit they ftiould be 
accompanied witfj their wives and fa- 
milies, HonoriuSj alarmed by the ap- 
proach of fo formidable an enemy, joined 
as many of the Huns and Alans to his 
army as were inclined to aflift him; and 
even invited (laves to take up arms, by 

* • 
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the promife of liberty; a mcafuro which 
fbongly evinces the great terror the Fan- 
dais had imprefTed on the Emperor's niind i 
for the Romans never took this method 
of inci'eafing their armies, except vrhen 
the ftate was reduced to the moft immi- 
nent danger. 

Radagatjiis pafTed the jllps unmolefted, 
and marched through good part of J^afyy 
in confident hope of ^tting pofleffion of 
Rome. He was a Heathen, and fuper- 
ftitioufly devout; he therefore performed 
daily facrifices to his Gods. The citizens 
of Rome^ many of whom were ftill ia 
heart Idolaters, encouraged by his ap?' 
proach, publicly exprefled their difcon- 
tent; declaring, " That they muft fall a 
prey to Radagaijlis^ not by the means 
of his fuperior forces, but bccaiife the 
" favour of the Gods would fecure his 
" fuccefs; fince he with fincere devotion 
worfhipped the. Deities, which the iJtf- 
mdns had ungrateflijly difcarded; nor 
could this be prevented, but by the 
Emperor^s abolifljing the innovations of 
Chriftianity, and reftoring the v/offhip 
" of thofc Gods, undef whofc proteftion 

* <^ the 
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" the Rotnam had rifcn to fo great a 
" height of glory/* , 

Stilicboy IIonortid% General, was too 
prudent to offer battle to fo numerous an 
army in the open country, as their great 
multitudes would have enabled them to 
furround him. He fuffered them to ad- 
vance as far 2&Hetruriay now called 51^^ 
njy where the high mountains, and narrow 
vailies, would afford him opportunities of 
\ engaging them to advantage. 

Radagaifih invefted Florence"^ ^ which 
Stilicbo had well provided with every 
thing requifite to enable its inhabitants to 
endure a long fiege. The delay this oc- 
cafioned in Radagaijiis^s progrefs, wearied 
his troops, and gave the Romans time to 
"recover ffom their confternation. Stilt-' 
cho, after harrafEng him by frequent Ikir- 
mifhes, at laft attacked his army with 
fuch fuccefs, that he deftroyed near an 
hundred thoufand of them, without fuf- 
taining any confiderable lofs. ^ 

Radagaijiis removed with his army to 
the mountains of Fejula; where he was 
indeed fecure from toeing attacked by 

* Paulltmt in vitt St. Amit 
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the Romans^ but was cxpofed to ^s 
certain deftruiftion, from the barneimcfs 
of the country, arowid him, wHch could 
not afford fubfiftence for fo great a- body 
of people. Here they were cloiely be- 
fiegcd by Stilt cbo ; who faw that by coa- 
fining them to that ^t, he Should ob- 
tain an efie£hial vid:ory9 tho' it xoigbt jaot 
1)6 fo glorious as if gaiaed by the fword. 

Radagaiftis on this occaficm feems to 
have forgot, that ^ duty of a King is 
equal to that of a good parent, who will 
not procure his own fafcty, kjr hazattiiK^ 
that of his childreiu Inflead of attempt-- ' 
ing to force his way through *hc Roman 
camjp, widi tliat irrdiflible courage which 
deipair alone can infpire, he determi|3e(t 
to efcape privately; hoping, that unac- 
companied by any but his fons, he might 
elude the vigilance of the befiegers. Thus 
he fled from his oamp, leaving his troops 
in fuch confufion at the difcovety ©f his 
departure, as when added to their other 
diftreflcs, xriuft render their deftnifl;ion 
unavoidable. 

He obtained no benefit by abandon- 
ing ^e men, whom he had led into fo 
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dlflre/Sbd an4 4ang^6w n fituatioa; fen: 
lie Md kis &>n$ weie tdken Isy the Mmam ' 
in their flight; and £3o«i t%r put to death ^» 
His d^ted troops ^kao& pedOied 6x 
want %:£ fi&od, ; wtoe obliged to furrender 
without cx)Qditioi3S ; find ti^ene ibid £x 
Qaxm ia tidiole dioves like cattle; but Jftt- 
tie to ^ adratitage v£ ikt purchasers; 
for long fajliflg» ai>d die bad treatment 
they afti^rwarde Aoeived^ caufed fuch a 
general fk^coeifs ^unong thenv ^t ^^ 
e£[^ped death. 

Itie hooours paid to StiUcbo on ac-* 
€0tint of this vidory^ are a-convincing proof 
that the FiOkkls were €fteemed a fisrml^ 
dabk «aedt^ ; for the Homans &G£3tcd a 
jAime of hrafs to his memcHy^ as an ac- 
luiowkd^fQciit of this iig&al iervice* 

This peace was of hut ^rt duration : fat 
d)e kft day of thdt year f*, another army of 
Va$dak entered GomI^ wider the coadu<ft 
of Qffd^i/cies^ one of their Kings« Some 
faiftorians afGrm that they were invited Gddeglfiks 
by S£iii4:koy who hoped by tiieir afliilance 
to plaoe his foa Etid>erius on the imperial 

throne: 
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throne: an invitation the Vandah were 
doubtlefs willing to accept, as a famine 
in their own country was an additional in- 
centive to feek for a more plenteous land. 

In attempting to pafs the Rhine ^ they 
were attacked by the Francs^ then in al- 
liance with the Romans* Thefe people 
kilted nesu* 20,000 of the Vandak^ and 
would probably have defboyed them all» 
had not the latter been joined by the Suevi 
and Ahmii by whofe af&fhnce they' re- 
pulfed the Francsy and entered GW; 
which they over-ran, and ravaged in a 
moft cruel manner; having been joined 
/ by the BurgunSans^ and odier barbarous 
nations;' who were alio atbadted by the de- 
fire of plunder, or invited by Stilicbo to affifk 
him in depoiing Hont^iuSy if he really had 
fuch ambitious deiigns. 

No oppofition was made to the VnndaU 
and their allies, till Cmftantine^ who had 
been proclaimed Emperor in Britain^ by 
the legions ftationed there, pailed over 
into Gaul He then attacked the Vmdah^ 
and by defeating them in feveral batdes, 
reduced their Chiefs to aik for peace; 
which he granted without requiring them 

to 
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to retire out of the country; perhaps from - 
a defign of procuring their afliftance to 
eftablifh himfelf on the throne; to which 
he had been elected by the fuffrages of a 
. finall body of troops. 

If. fuch was his view^ he received a 
confiderable difappointroent ; for ibon. af- 
ter Geroncius^ to whom Cenjlansy the Ton 
of Conflantiney had comnutted the govern-^ 
ment of Spairty having revolted, proclaim- 
ed one Mayimus Emperor, with whom the 
Vandals^ Alans ^ and Suevifins centered into an 
alliance, and feized feveral cities in Gaul. 
, The Gauls feeing little reafon to hope 
for any poVi^erful fuccours from Rome^ 
when the enxpire was fo infeebled-by 
intcftine divisions, determined to exert 
their utmofr power to defend themfelves; 
and did it with fuch fuccefs, that they 
gained feveral vidories over their enemies* 
The, Vandals^ difcouragcd by this unex- 
pedled oppofition, chofe to abandon Gaul^ . j^ 
and try their fortune in Spain. Under the ' 
condiid: of Gtmdericus^ who fucceeded Go^ Gundiri- 
diglifces^ they paffed the Pyrenean moun- ^"^' 
tains ; and foori got -pofleffion of many 
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they could Dot cultivate, (hared them with 
A. D. the^;?^/;andunitingwiththeminanami^*\ 

613 cable manner, they foon became one people 
Vifilaus under King Vifilaus theThird. The different 
III. inhabitants of this part of JVandalia were 
now no longer diftinguiflied by the name 
of Vendi or fVendi^ but often confounded 
in the common appellation of Sclavonsi 
a word, about whofe derivation the learned 
have much differed; but which, with as 
great probability, and more agreeal^ly to 
the people themfelves, is by fome derived 
from Slanvs^ which in the Sclavonian 
tongue fignifies Gloryy and perhaps was 
afTumed in honour of the Valuable and 
noble acquisition they had made of a 
country very fuperior to their own*. 

The territory which had received the 
name of Wdindalia^ reached from the Vif- 
' tula to the iiiouth of the Elbe^ compre- 
hending the ifle of Rugen^ and part of 
Pomerama\ Wagria^ which contained the 
territory about Lubec-, and Abodriti and 
Meruit^ now the dutchy of Meckknburgb^ 

* Intro, a THift de V'^mv.^zxDela MartU 

mere. ' 
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and county of Schuerin. Each of thefe- 
provinces had its feparate Prince and ftate, 
and diftinguifhed itfelf in war; but none 
obtained fuch reputation as the Abodri-- 
tes. However, the accounts of thofe ages 
are fo confufed, that nothing very certain 
br material can be coUedtcd concerning 
the internal ftate and government of a 
people, too ,much devoted to arms to be- 
ftbw much time on the cultivation of lite- 
rature. Their hiftory, likewife, is much 
perplexed by the confufion made in the 
names of the inhabitants of the northern 
parts of Germany. 

After the Francs had conquered Lor-- 
ram and Gaul^ ambitious of extending 
their empire to the north, they endea- 
voured to force many of the German na- 
tions to f^bmit to their dominion. The ^ 
Abodrites are in hiftory fometimes in- 
cluded among the SaxonSy at others a- 
mong the SclavonianSj when they are re- 
prefented ftruggling for their liberty : but 
at length wc find them, wedry of a 
fruitlefs and never-ending Contention with 
^ fuperior power, becoming fubmiffive tri- 

E 3 I butaries 
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butanes to Peptttt and C/jprJtjna^t KingP 
of Prmce. 

The whde nation oif the 5'ueMir hfld beeif 
frequently ^bdued, and o&en endeavoiir<4 
to cccover tluir liberty. Oh the <^er hand, 
the JhodrittSi u^o &uik1 the dominion of 
djydc Frinces k& <^E^ve than that of 
inpne ne^hboin'hig ilate«, foccaqw ib well 
ploafed with the Frenckt who were nuiier 
- ifaeir |«-ote£b3rs than their mailers, that they 
qoptiaued i^thiiiUy attached to (hem, anti 
oiten fuffisred for thdr fidelity .) 

Ciwrks the Great, or Charl^aagne, who 
was the firft of his race that received froai 
the Pope the title <rf Emperor of the Wgft, 

A- D. ^*^ ** defirovs to convert, ^s to conquer, 
779 About the year 779, in the reign of ./in-> 

Aribert. ^eti, King^ of the Ahdritei^ he marched 
at the head of an army into Saxony t and 
affifted at a Dietj where he prevailed fo 
£ir, as to procure fome very ufefiil laws 
to be enafted, and fecuiity te be given 
him, for the iafety of fuch perfons as 
he fliould fend among them, to preach 
the Chriftian religion. He then advanced 
into the country of the ^odrites^ aud 
prelided 
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preyed at their Diet: where he made many 
regulations for the advantage of the itate^ 
and obtained the fixongeft afTiirances, that 
iuch Clergy as he ihould lend to inftrud: 
^lem in the Chriftian dodrine^ ihould 
meet with a £ivourable reception. 

Cbarks was too ise^ous to dday taking 
advantage of tb(& afiUianpcs he had le^ 
ipeived ; he fent tether MiiGionariea of all 
ranks, recommending to them great ap* 
plication to their duty^ and a conftant c^ 
to inculcate Into the minds of the peo« 
pie, the purity of the Chriftian morals^ to 
teach them a true ien& of decency iwd 
virtue; to endeavour to humanize dieir diA 
pofitioQS} and to bring the favagp fiercenefs 
pf thipir tempers, and their too lawlefs 
pfiannerSi under the reftraints of reaibq 
and religion^. Policy might have ipm^ 
(hare in this inftance of the Emperdr^s ap« 
parent zeal, fince to ciyiliw them was the 
mc4l probable means of rendering them ^ 
pbedient to their Prince, iot nothing but 
a|ji impetuous and irratioiul valpur could 



* Egingrd in Vit. Car$l Afag. 
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make a nation, coniparatively fb fmal!, 
venture to offend. 

<^If the j^odrites fometimes fuffcrcd for 
Ak D. their fidelity to the Emperor, he left them 
78R not long to feel the ill effeds of it. Witi- 
kindy Duke of Saxm^^ defirous to ihakc 
off all futgeftion to the Imperial crown, 
levied a confiderable army; and to prevent 
Charks from taking umbrage at it, pre- 
tended that the Jlbodrites had invaded Sax^ 
Wfy forf vsrhich he was arming to chaftife 
them/ 

Gbdrksj who was not a Prince eafily 
deceived, nor yet inclined to fuffer his al- 
lies t6 be opprefled, entered Saxony^ and 
obliged the Duke to quit his enterprize 
againft the AbodriteSy and to give him 
battle, in which the Saxons received a to- 
tal overthrow *. This vidtory fecured the 
Akodrites for fome time from any at- 
tacks on that fide; but about ten years 
after, they were obliged to apply to thdr 
proteiSor for afliftance againft the Wijfiy a 
tribe of the Sclavomans fituated on the 
^aUic fea, who karrafled them extreme- 



A. D. 

792 



♦ Ibid, 



¥ 



r 



M E C K L E N B U R G H. 57 

ly *. Charles haftencd to their relief, and 

in his paffage through Saxofy took the 

whole force of that country with him. To 

fecure his fafe return, he raifed two bridges * 

on the^ EUty which he'ftrongly fortified, 
and left a confldferable force* to defend them* 

n He then gave the Saxons leave to enter the 
Df country of the ^f^> and pillage it . to the 
2- uttnoft of their power. The Saxons were v 
f. very proper for this emplpyment, they be- 
ti ing ufed to plunder, and were well ac- 
quainted with the country. T|iey therefore 
\ performed their commiifion fo dFciflually, 
that the Wil/i were glad to fubmit on any 
conditic^s; and were thus added to the 
number of th? Emperor's vaflals, ^ A. D 
The Saxons gave, about two years after, 794 
a very fevere proof of the hatred they bore 
to tihe King of the Abodrites^ for his at- 
tachment to the Emperor, to whom he 
was nearly allied, having married HUde- 
f gardiy Mer to the Emprefs Fq/lrada: 
' That Prince came to a general aflbnbly 
of the northern nations^ held by the Em- 
peror on the river JS/^^, and was received" 

* Egin. in Annal. 
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by CharUh ^^^ the diftindtiw due to » 
l^th^l (Uly. This &vourable receptic»> 
mided envy to the hatred the Faxons had 
already coi>eeived againil: him, ^nd deter* 
terinip^d them to feek his deilruAion. Ac* 
cordingiy, as he was retormng home, at^ 
tended only t^ fuch «s he thought iiece0ary 
for fttte» without providing for his own 
^ p defence where he apprehended no eanny, 
788 the Hax^ns affafiinated him. 

This adiion exafperated Charks too 
much to be pafTed over unrevenged. Ho 
rdbl^ed to puniih the whole principali^t 
or tribe, of i^e^ who had committed this 
murder, and gave up them and their pc^ 
feflions to the difcretion of his ahny; who 
ikuaghtered many thouiaiids, and entirely 
laid wafte the country. 

The reg9rd the Emperor had fbM% 
fliewn to the King of the jikodriUs^ to* 
gether with his prdence ia their ccmntry^ 
had fo great aa influence vpoa thena, 
^at they accepted a King of his nomi^ 
ination. 
fbrajka. . tbr^^if their n«w Monarch did not 
long enjoy his' dignity unmoleiled. , Cod' 
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frey^ King of Demmrk^ a, vali>nt ami am-» 
biiioiis Pripee, beheld with envy Qh^rki% 
e^ctepfive empire; and could but ill bear . 
to fee it incre^d by nations^ who b^d 
before been vaflals tp JOenmsrk. 
^The Jlbodrites were expofed to feci th« 
mpft croel effecSts of the hatred whicb 
Cbarks^s fucce^ excited a^inft him ; for 
thofe who dared not attack fp. powerful 
an enemy, indulged them&lves in laying 
waAe the country pf theie faithful allips. 
This toeatment they had received from the 
^a?c(ms too often to be conflantly rel^it^d $ V 
fince continual inroads, unattended by any 
lemarkable fadts, cannot be enumo'ated 
without tedioufnefs. But now they were 
to feel th« rage of a (till more potent 
enemy. 

The Danijh King demanded the tri- 
bute fo. long paid to the crown of Den^ 
mark I to which his predecefTors had never 
i^Iinquiffied their right. He required 
them to pa^ an hundred white horics, at 
the acceffion of every new King of Den-' 
marky and at the deceafe of every Prince 
of their own nation. The Jbodritei could 

ill 
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ill fupport a double vaflalagc : and there- 
fore prefuming on the protedion of the 
Emperor, they took armS;, and made fomc 
A. D. depredations oh their enemies dominions. 
807 Godfrey fbon made them repent their 
rafhnefej he led a confiderable force into 
their country*; and after defeating their 
troops, purfued the fhattered remains of 
their army fo clofely, that Tkrafico was 
obliged to leave the kingdom. However, 
the Abodrites^ wjiofe courage was not yet 
fubdued, levied frefti troops ; of which Go^ 
dalatbcy whom they had fubftituted in the 
place of their abfent King, had the com- 
mand: but no better fuccefs attended this 
new army; they were totally vanquiflied, 
and Godalaibe falling into the enemies 
hands, was put to death. 

Nothing now remained to ftop the 
King of Denmark's progrefs: he therefore 
obliged the greateft part of the country 
to acknowledge him their Sovereign, and 
to pay the required tribute : an advan- 
tage which he had gained by the lofs 
of a great number of men on his fidcj 

* Pontanus^ 

many 
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many of them peribns of die moft con- 
iiderable note in his kingdom. 

Though Godfrefs conquefts' had been 
too rapid to be obftrudted by the Empe- 
ror, whofe forces were near the center 
of his extcnfive dominions, yet he fent 
his fbn at the head of an girmy into that 
country in proper time to preverxt the 
Danes from advancing beyond the Elbe. 
The Prince made the Abodrites fufFer for 
their forced fubmiflion, leaving the coun- 
try of thofe who had acknowledged the 
fovereignty of the King oi Denmark ftill 
more defolate than their enemies had 
made it. 

Godfrey^ in whom ambition ^ did not 
exclude prudence, thought this no fit timq 
to pufh his conquefts. His forces were con- 
fiderably impaired in the redudtibn of the 
Abodrites \ and the Emperor having no war 
on his hands, was able to oppofe him 
with all the fprces of the empire. The . 
cautious King, therefore, chofe to defer 
the profecution of, his defigns to a more 
convenient feafon; and endeavoured only 
to fccure what he had already acquired. > 

With 
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A. D. Widi dii« vkw, he feiit proper ^rfam ttl 

8^ affure the Emfi^of , That « he had 1X6 in- 

^ tantion to give him ofieacg; tlmf he 

<< had attacked iht AkdriUi^ ctXj i& con- 

fequence of thek having firft invade 

his temrorteSi and defired his IxtiperM 

«< Maje% would nominate ibilie place, 

where a cohgi^fs might be held to fku 

tie the afBiir; being himfelf mu£h morei 

^ inclined to fubmit to the regulations 

^* of juilice, than fo have^recoufie to a 

•* decifion by force of arms **" ^ 

Charles complied with this propoiid^ 
h^t peace- was not die coiiiequence; fot^ 
the Emperor's Ambaifadors required^ that 
** Godfrey (hoidd reftore to the Abodrites 
'* all he had taken from them; return 
" their hoftagesj remit the tribute he had 
" exadedi ceafe td give refuge /to the 
'• rebellious Wi^i no longer incite the 
•* Emperor's vaflalsto revolt j and, more-^ 
^^ ver, that he fhould promife never again 
*^ to m:^e war on the friends and tSkw 
" of th^ empire/' 
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The King of Denmark replied, That 
*< he had aded only in his own defence; 
<< and all that he had donie was juiHfiahk 
<* by the law of arms; Thathe had ibught 
<< the Emperor^s friendihipi in hopes of 
receiving iroiti it^ honotir and afMance» 
and not difgrace and detriment.- ' Thus 
the conference broke off, and hoililities 
were renewed*. 

^ Quarks now fent Tbti^Oy the King of 
the jibodrttesy who had taken refuge at his 
court, to aflen^ble fuch of his fub^ds as 
had continued faithful to him: to thefe he 
added a great body. c£ Saxon troops, aifKi 
led them into the land of the ff^lfi, where 
they ravaged the whole country; took their 
principal c^ty, and obliged them to re^ 
nounce the friendfhip of the Danes. But 
^ra/ico^s enjoyment of this fuccefs was 
of ihort continuance; for £)6n after, he, 
with a fmall body of troops, fell into an 
ambufcade laid for him by the King of 
Denmark^ and was flain, while fighting 
bravely in his own defence -f-. 

Cbarks 
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Charles again appointed their King, 
Sclaomer. placing Sflaomer on the throne ; who poC- 
feffcd it for the five remainbg years of 
that Emperor's life, and for fome time af^ 
ter his fon and fucceflbr, Lewis the De-^ 
bonaire^ afccnded the Imperial throne. He 
was even employed by him, together with 
the SaxonSj to reinilate Harold in the 
kingdom of Denmark^ from whence he 
had been excluded by Regner his coufin> 
and partner in power. Thefe troops, ac- 
companied by Harold^ waited a long time 
on die banl?:s of the Elbe^ watchmg for 
an opportunity of pafling it by the fa- 
vour of th? ice; which the winter fea- 
fon gave them reafbn to expeft. Twice 
they made the attempt and were as often 
obliged by a fudden thaw to relinquifli 
their defign; nor could they compafs it till 
the month of May, when the rivers be- 
ing fi-ozen they entered Jutland, having 
croffed the Eyder in the fame manner. 

Th& ¥An^ oi Denmarky for that king- 
dom was then under the government of 
many Princes, drew near, with an army 
on board a fleet of two hundred fail ; but 

not 
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iiot thinking it advifable to make a defcent 
in the view of the enemy, they pofted 
themfelves in an ifland at the diftance of 
about a league from the continent; and 
there icarefuUy watched fot fome favour* 
able opportunity of attacking them to ad-* 
vantage. 

The Saxons and Abodrifes perceived 
their defign, and took every means to 
bring them to an engagement, but with- 
out fucceft. Finding themfelves ufelefly 
detained there, and deprived of the means 

of performing any thing confiderable, 
they pillaged and laid wafte the fron- 
tiers; and taking forty-one hoftages, re- 
tired homcj while Harold went to the 
Emperor to folicit the continuance of 
his protedion: this he granted, and yet 
the endeavours of fome years, could not 
iecure to him the pofleffion of his king- 
dom. 

The jlbodriteSi who had long preferved 
a very ftrlft fidelity to the Emperors, wercJ 
at length incited to revolt by Sckomir^ 
who thought himfelf injured by Le^is: 
and, if we confider how tenacious all 

F Princes 
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Princes are of their authorityi and bov 
ill they can bear a divided throne, we cao- 
not deny, that he had juft cauib of o£- 
Ciuiragm. fence. Cmdragne^ the Ton of Tbrd^ 
the late King of the Abodrites^ diicontented 
at feeing another wear his iather^s crown, 
follicited the Emperor to reftore him to 
an honour, which, according to the rights 
of hereditary fucce^n, he might juftly 
claim. However, as this plea was not 
likely to be very agreoihle to a Monarch, 
who had afilimed the privilege of difpoT* 
tx)g of ^t crown, he particularly urged 
the merits of his father, his conftant at» 
ttdunent to the Emperor Charley and ikit 
death which he fufiered in confequeoct 
of tlio iervipeQ he had done him. 

Tl^fe argiunents proved fi> prevftSing^ 
thi^t Lews declared him joint King of ^ 
JSMri^ and req wed Stkomir to aj£>« 
ciate him in the government. Sclacmif 
could not attempt to contend with the 
Emperor; and yet ho rather chofe Ho af« 
flift hSs country ^th a deftrui^vr war» 
thui to re^gn a po war he had ib long eoh* 
joyed^ The Dawj alone were able to af« 

lift 
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fift him, fliod to ttrem he appliedi arid as 
they were jealous of Ac Emperor's fupc- 
rior grcatnefe, and defirous of recov^ing 
their fovereigflty over the Ab^drites^ they 
readily fcnt an arhiy to his^ aid*. 

Though the jibodrites Atffered extremely 
by the Danijb troops/ yet Sclaomir re- 
ceiTed no lading benefit from them. The 
Emperor's forces defeated his army, took 
liim prifoner, and fent him to Aix la 
€3bapette^ where Lewis then refided. 

Sclammr was fentenced to death as a ^' ^* 
xebelt but the Emperor, who was total-^ 
ly void of a vindictive ipirit, inflided 
Bpon him no other penal^ than baniihK 
ment. . 

The empire being at length weakened 
t^ the divifion, which Lewis the Deb(h 
fudre made of his extenfive territory a^ 
mong his children, the decleniion of the 
Emperor's powo: encouraged fevetal coun*- 
tries to withdraw fiom their ivk^dooni 
among whom were the jihdrites: hoi 
Hsmy the Ftrnkty Emperor of Germany^ 
agftin fubdued them. He endeavoured 

♦ Egin. AnnaL 
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d^ghter; Mekj/kus the Second^ who mar- 
ried Sophia y daughter to the King of Hun^ 
garyi Naccm^ an unfortunate Prince, whq 
was taken prifoner in a battle with the 
Germans \ and Sidericus. Their lifter £&- 
dica became the wife of Boleftaus the Firft 
King of Poland. 

Meicejlaus was fucceeded by his iba Meiceflausi 
Mijievojus the Second. This Prince pro- -A- ^- 
fefTed Chriftianity, ?ind it was probably on j^^q.^^^ 
that account that the Eiiiperor Otho gave 
him in marriage, Margaret ^ a near re- 
lation of his own. After her death' he 
efpoufed Matilda^ fifter to Bernard Duke 
q[ Saxmfy who perfuaded him to return 
to Paganifm; but the abfurdities of Ido- 
latry could not fatisfy a mind which had 
been acquainted with the fatisfaftory truths 
of a more lational religion; he therefore 
abjured the Heathen worfhip, and return- 
ed to the church : but this fo highly of- 
fended his fubjeds, that they drove him , 
out of the kingdom ; when flying to Bar^ 
dowick near Luneburgby he lived in exile, A. D. 
till ljk'vf\io\ Matt f day weary pf being the loaj 
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^Qg gmt numbers to the fwoid; till at 
length falling into the hands of his ene- 
mieS) the Dake of Saxmy caft him into 
pfifoii. The Abodritesy daring his can«- 
fioementi placed another on the vacant 
throne; but at length die Duke, fdeaied 
wlUi the fortitude Qptbefcak ihewed in 
his w^rtimat^ circumftancess generoufly 
reftored him to his liber^« 

GMhefcalc now feeing no fitfetjr for him- 
felf in his own country, where the King 
would behold him with a jealous eye, re- 
paired to Swenay King of Denmatki who 
received hkii with the diftin<^n due to 
his raiik^ and to his misfortunes; and after 
cionviddng him of the errors of Paganifm, 
and reftoring him to tiic Churdb, gave 
him his^ughter Sygritba in marriage^. 

With ^h «i alliance, it was not very 
^mficuH for Gtabefcak to recover his domi- 
monsj and being reftored to them, his 
fiffft defire was to ms^e what reparation 
He could £>r his former i^ibcjr:, he took 
emxj means of re«comr»tmg hts fcr{:ged5. 
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and for fome time appeared fuccefsfbli' 
but his endeavours to make their adtions 
correipond with their fiiith, obliging him 
' to corred their vices, gave great offimce« 
This, together with his attachment to the 
Danes J by whom the people on the fron*** 
tiers were much oppreiied, exafperated 
them fo mpch, tb^t they aiMinated 
him*. 

Their rage now exceeded all bounds : they 
invaded Holfiein and Stormanay flaugh^ 
tered the people without diftindtion of agn 
or iex ; burnt the houfes ; ranfacked, and 
pulled down the churches, and laid the 
whole country defolate^ Th^ took the 
town of Skfmck by furprize,' 4nd pillaged 
«• Sy^ritba^ the Queen-dowi^er, unfor^ 
tunately falling into their hands, was 
treated with the greateft indignity, and 
afterwar4s fent into Denmark in a ;deplo« 
r^ble condition. But neither the injudes 
fhe had received, nor the ravages the jHo^ 
drites had coihmitted, could infpire SwenB 
with the fpirit of revenge. Their |M-oa ' 



9 Ibid; Meurjiw. 
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grds had been too rapid 10 ^ve him time 
£ix oppofition} and he did not think it 
worth his while to fend an army thither 
to chaftife them, as it muft have inter- 
nxpttd his leifurc, which he employed 
much to his fatisfe£Hon, in works of piety, 
and the ftudy of polite literature. 

ffgmyy the fon of Goibefcalc, then an in- Omy^ 
fent, had the good fortune to be convwed ' 
&feiy into Denmark, where he continued 
feme years * j till being arrived at manhood, 
he obtained affiftance from the Dams, 
who placed him on the throne of the 
AiodritfS} but he afterwards gave great 
oflfence to Eric the Third, King of Den- A, D, 
mark, by prote^ing two famous pirates. ^°^7 
Thefe men had been banifhed from Scania, 
their native country, on account of the 
various crimes they had committed, and 
" from that time had Uved by piracy, and 
infefted the coafts of the Batic } conftantly 
taking reftige in WandaUa, when the fe*- 
fon of the year, or die Danijh fleets, ren- 
dered the fca a dangerous ftation, 
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JSr/V eadeanourtd to peifoftdc Hmr^ to 

deny them an afyluin io deftrudive to thie 

Danes I but his foUickations wtre incffcc* 

tual. Thisdclenxuncdhimtotryittorefor^ 

cible methods ; and accordingly equipping 

a powerful' fleet, he laid fieg^ to the otsf 

of Jutinum^ then the cajHt^ of WanJaUa. 

T\^ inhabkants made a vigorous defence ^ 

but Eric\ fuperior force rendeied their 

courage fruitkis^ he Cook the town^ and 

fo much damaged, it, chat it has nerer 

fince recovered its acicient ItkAre. . The 

pirates and the Danifb fugitives be put to 

deaths in the cruel numner then ordained 

by the law for fuch offender^*. 

The Vandals revenged diis treatment by 
invading i^ecoafts of DM/NTi^i^; in return. 
Brie ravaged Wanjaliai and dtoi^ the 
people did not venture to make say oppch 
fition to his fuperiw army^ he laid waifte 
the country in fuch a manner, as teicified 
them into a more peaceable condii^ till 
his death abated their apprefaenfiiind» 
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Henry nAdoA. the iile <^ J&sg'M to hb 
domimons, having flain £nV the King» 
and maitkd Skvina his wtdoW. . 

In the reign of Niebolas^ King of !)«• A. D. 
miTi^, be demanded fome places which '^^^ 
baring been his modier's dowry, were 
derolved to him by her dea^ Nicholas 
was uncle to Hmryy for he was the young 
eft brother of Sneem and Sygritbai but Aate 
policy prevailed over a regard to kindred ^ 
and he refofed to relinqmih the places &> 
jufUy demanded: iq)oa which £EfHry hav«- 
ing ftrengdiene^ faimieif by an alliance 
with iSm ^Nordidbif^esj ravaged the dutchy 
of Siejwidj and the ai^cent ccnntry. 
Havuig gained over EHf, Governor of 
Slefmck^ the latter, after privately concert- 
ing matters with him, fdlicited the King 
ef Denmark to come to the affiflance of 
that town, and to revenge the infuh he 
had received*. 

NicbolaSy unfuTpicions of any treache- 
rous de%n, fee fail with a large body of 
in£mtry for Wandalia^ and ordered Elif to 
bring a fufiicient number of cavalry through 

♦Ibid- 
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Holbein to join his army. - Elif was in no 
hafte to execute thefe ozders; but deceiv*^ 
qI the King, by urging pretended delays^ 
and promifing to repair to him with a 
coniiderable force, as ioon as he could 
furmount fome obftaclcs which lay in his 
way. Nicholas y therefore, difembarked 
his troops, that he might wait for the ex- 
pedted reinforcement with more conveni- 
ence: when, according to the meafures 
concerted between Eli/ znd Henry y the 
latter took advantage of the King'« defi«- 
ckncy in cavalry, and attacking him when 
it was . leaft expe6^d, killed a great part 
of his army; obliged him to retire to hn 
ihips with precipitation, and haflily to re^ 
turn to Denmark. 

Nicholas perceiving Elifh treachery, de- 
prived him of his government, and Cott- 
le fifcated his poiTefiions; but this could not 
repair the injury he had received. Henry ^ 
encouraged by fuccefs, renewed his in- 
roads into the Danijh territories, and 
even invefted Slefmcki but the city was 
io w(U defended by its inhabitants, and 
Henry was fo harrailed by their vigorous . 

fallieSi 
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&U]€s, that he raifed the fiege, and con« 

tented himfelf with carrying home much 

Ipoil. 

Canute J nephew to Nicholas^ took this 

opportunity of prevailing on his Aincle ts> 
inveft himwith the dutchy of Skfwick\ 
in order that fo valuable a province mig^ 
not be deftitute of a defender; and he had 
no fooner obtained it) than he applied 
himfelf with the greateft diligence to re* 
pair the damages his new ftate had re- 
ceived from the enemy* 'He then fent 
Ambailadors to invite Henry to a peace^ 
on condition that he fhould reftore all the 
booty he had 'taken, and make compenfa* 
tion for the deftrudion he had brought 
upon that' country; but as he expeded no 
very favourable anfwer, he put himfelf in^ 
the beft condition he was able to force . 
him to an agreement on reafonable terms. 
ThiSvWas indeed a neceffiiry caution: for 
Henry told the AmbafTadors, That " he 
^* difclaimed all friendihip with the Daney^ 
^^ and would not ceafe to demand his in* 
^* heritance in the nianner he had already 

* Pttaamis, 

** done, ' 
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<« done» dU tlie King dtoi^ifat prc^wr to 
<< deliver i^ to him a poftflion, to whidi 

" he had £> juft a tide'* 

Camde ioit the &fne peribns td declare 
war againft lS€nfy\ who returtiing a cchv- 
temptuoue anfwer, fb inflamed the Princess 
pride, that he began his march that very 
evening; and proceeding vnth all pc^ibk 
i^ieed during tiie nighty appeared by break 
df day before the caftle wherein Henry 
was pofted, and laid fiege to the pkce« 

Henry had but a fbiall garrifon in the 
fort; his enemy was too vigilant to leave 
him the leaft hope of receiving any fuc- 
cours} and the caftle was neither fufiicietitly 
ftored w^ith provifions^ nor fo ftrongly for- 
tified, as to tSoxA him a poifibility of 
making a long defence. In this extrerai 
ty he had no other choice left him, h^ 
either to fly, or to fall into Ae hands dt 
Ifis befieger: litde deliberation was reqni- 
fite to determine which was moft eligible; 
he mounted his horfe, and fwam acrois 
the river which ran at the foot of" the 
caftle. Canute inmiediately gave a general 
aifault, took the place by ftorra, and after 
' having 
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Kftviiig plundered it, retimied laden with 
jDOch booty to Shjmci. 

The war continued for fome time be- 
tween thcfe two Princes; they had fre- 
quent flurmifhes, with various fuccefs; till 
at kngth they came to a decifive a<5tion, 
wherein Canute gained a compleat vidtory^ 
afid JEkmy was obliged to fave himfelf by 
flying to liubic. WandaUa was now at 
the mercy of the conqueror, who revenged 
on it the ravages which Henry had made in 
his Damjh dominions. ' 

Henryy moved by the /ufFerings of his 
country, now fent to b^ die peace which 
he had before refused to grant. . Canute^ 
fully fadsfied with Hmrfs fubmiflion, and 
free fiom fufpicion of treachery firpm an 
honourable enemy, fet out attended by 
<mly twenty peribns, and with a generous 
confidence went to Luhec^ convinced that 
nothing vrould io much facilitate the con*, 
dufion of the peace as a peribnal conference. 
When he drew near the place, he fent word 
to Hmry that he was come to receive his 
propo&ls. That Prince, litde imagining 
Canute had ventured with £) fb&^U an e&or^ 

ordered 
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throne. His children wcrfe not of an age 
fit to govern ; nor was his kingdom fuf* 
ficiently powerful to defend 'itfelf under 
the difadvantagcs of a minority: he, there- 
fore, contrary to the perfuafions of im 
Minifters, determined to . appoint Canute 
his fucceilbr; and to fecure him a potent 
protestor, applied to the Emperor Lotba» 
rius for his approbation of this bequeft. 

LotbariuSj well inclined to any ftep 
that confirmed or increafed the privileges 
of the empire, readily gave his confent to 
Henry^s defignj and acknowledged G;;K»f^ 
King of the AbodrifeSy with the greater 
iatisfa&ion, as he had entertained a very 
high efteem for him ♦. 

Hiftorians are not Well agreed, whc- Canute 
ther Canute afcended the throne before 
the death of Henry ^ or after it; but 'tis 
certain that he poflfefled it for many years, 
together with the dutchy of Slefi/incki and 
governed his people with fuch wifdom, 
juftice, and clemency, as rendered him the 
objeft of their fincere afFeftion. Happy 
would they have been,^ if no vrars had dif- 

* Ibid. Pontanus. 
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Curbed him from the exercUe of his vir- 
tues in a peaceful adminiilration; but hi^ 
dependance bn the the King of Denmarky 
in coafidcration of his dutchy of Skfwicky 
involved him in his quarrels^ and expofed 
him to his -envy. 

The Danift) King having engaged in a 
war with Wratijks^ Duke of Sclavtmia^ 
fummoned Canute to his afliftance, who 
joined him with the ftipuiated fuccours. 
The King of Poland having likewife united 
his forces to theirs, Wratijlas found him-*r 
feM too weak to contend with them, and 
therefore defired peace; which he-was fo 
eager to obtain, ^t on the King of D^n-- 
mark's promife of fafety , U came on board 
his fkipi to negotiate the afikir in perfon: 
but this confidence in the royal word was 
near pro vkig fatal to him. Some of the 
King^s M inkkrs iUggeA^d to their mafter, 
that it would be imprudent to let go an 
enemy whom he had now ip his hand^:, 
and ihd^ Prince, who was eafily led by 
every advi&r, ordered it fo> that at the 
end of the conferaice, wherein he a\/oi<kd 
coming to any conclufion» Wratijlas was 

fecured. 
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Vfccfured, with an intenticMi fi^ being fcfti 
psifoner into Denmark. 

The King of the jihdrkes hearing of 
this proceeding, went immediately to M* 
cholasj and intreated him. not to difgrace 
his country, and involve himfclf in perpe- 
tual infamy, by fo treacherous an adion* 
He urged. That the word of cveiy man 
fhouid l]e iacred, but that the breach of it 
in a King rendered him contemptible to 
all mankind; and befought him to repair 
the injury as far as he was able, by in- 
ftantly reftoring the Prince to his liberty, 
, fince none but traitors could advife his IV^- 
jefty to deprive him of it** 

The King, whole greateft fault was too 
eafy a temper, which often led him to 
contradid the goodnefs of his natural dif* 
pofition, releafed Wratijlas^ and acknow- 
ledged his obligation to Canute for the re- 
gard he had ihewn to his honour. Though 
that Prince was often mifled, yet he coulcf 
not forbear admiring the virtues of his ne- 
phew; which inclined many peribns about 
him, who were confcioas of thor own 

♦ Ibid. 
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pernicious defigns^ to fear the influence of 
Canute^ whom they had before hated, on 
account of his merit. 

Among this number was Magnus, the 
,King*s fon, with Haquin, and Henry Scat- 
tkdery his coufins. The former had been 
eledled King of OJlrogotbia. Canute^s ad- 
mirable condudt in every capacity, was 
a conftant reproach to the ill behaviour 
of thefe young men. Magnus efpecially 
hated him for his extraordinary virtues*} 
and the confcioufnefs of his own deme- 
rits, made him fear that at King iV/- 
cbolas\ death, thQ Danes would pay a 
greater regard to the fuperior merits of 
Canute, than to his more immediate he- 
reditary title. He and his accomplices 
were therefore continually endeavouring 
to fow fufpicions in the King's mind, 
which they hoped to increafe to G/- 
nute'^ deftrudtion. Where they could 
find no faults to aggravate^ they endea- 
voured to make virtues appear criminal. 
His humanity they reprefented as the art- 
ful popularity of an ambitious man 5 the 

* Pontanus. 
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care he had .taken to. render Slefwick dc- 
fenfible againft the enemies of DenmUrky 
they attributed to a defign of fecuring to 
himfelf a place, from whence he might/ 
^afily annoy that kingdom, ,and where he 
(hould be fure of a fafe retreat. , His acr 
cepting from the Emperor the title of 
'King of the jibodrites^ or as fome call him» 
King of the Vandals^ was brought as a 
proof of his ambition, and difreipeft to 
the King of Denmark i fince. being a fub- 
jed, he had aflumed the regal title, with- 
out afking the perraiflion of his Sovereign. 
His wearing the roy^l habit becaipe a Hea- 
vy charge againft him ; and Nicholas was 
made to believe, that he waited only a 
favourable opportunity for attempting to 
fcize the Danijh crown. The King, who 
was fufceptible of every impreffion, could 
npt refift the arts of a fon he tenderly 
loved ; his mind was filled with fufpicions, 
and he was ready to attribute every ac- . 
tion performed by Canute ^to fome finifter 
motive. 

While Canufe\ enemies were feeking 
opportunities to cfft& his ruin, he was at 
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once a&ing the part of a good King, and 
a faithfal fubjed. The Ahodrites being 
much molefted by fome fuccefsful pirates, 
he equq>pcd a fleet, and fo entirely de- 
ftroyed them> that he rendered the fea 
£tfe, and free for commerce. He then 
turned his conquering arms towards Snve^ 
denj and reduced fome provinces to their 
allegiance which had revolted from the 
Danes. When he had compleated >this 
expedition, he went to the King of Den^ 
wark^s court, where he expefted even a 
more favourable reception than ufual, in 
coniideration of the fervices he had jufi 
rendered that Monarch; but to his great 
furprisse, he met only with reproaches, 
and accufiitions of ambition. He found all 
juftifications uielefs; £3r the prejudiced 
mind is icarcely capable of convidion. 
The injuries he received, however, ex-^ 
tended no farther than words* Margaret 
Queen of Denmark^ more clear -fighted 
than her hufbahd, kept Canute'^ enemies 
Within fome bounds. She was ieniible of 
his merit, and was united to him by a 
tender connexion j for he had married the 

datghtci' 
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daughter of a fifler whom fhe finccrely 
loved. But death deprived him of this ^ 
protedreTs, and left his enemies more jat 
liberty to purfue their deiigns. 

They then prevailed with the King to 
become Canute^s accufer before a genera] 
aflembly, which he called together for 
that purpofe. The King of the Abodrites^ 
who, though he was feated on ah inde^ 
pendant throne, never forgot he was a iub- 
je<ft, repaired thither. Nicholas addrefled 
the aflembly with grievous complaints 
againA Canute'^ representing as an a<ft of 
iniblence his appearing in the regal habit; 
and afluming the ^lendor of M^efty. He 
called Gfi them to confider the dangers 
ivhich might arife from fo ambitious 
^ fpirit, fince the thirft of power was g 
fure incentive to every crime. He aiTured 
them, that his fears were not left his chil- 
dren fliould be excluded from their fa- 
ther's throne; but that they arofe from 
tender comi^Jfion for bis fubjedts, when 
he reilc<aed on the mifcries to which they , 

might be reduced by a civil war. J 
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f^ SkJwicA-, but iuch only as were due to^ 
my rank. Was not the govemmoit of 
that dutchy given xns by the King him- 
" felff And have I not ufed the power fi> 
conferred ufx>n joc in his fervice, and 
to the honour of my country ? I might 
require reparation from my enemies for 
" fuch flagrant injuftice; but I am not le(s 
" able to forgive, than they are to injure; 
" and with pleafure fpare their confufion. 
" I am very willing, if my prefcnce in 
^' this kingdom is painful to them, to re- 
** tire to my government I promifc there 
^^ to defend the frontiers of Denmark on 
^' which I am placed, and to dedicate 
every hour of my life to the fefety of 
my country; nor will I ever ufe, but 
" in its fervice, and for its glory, the 
power which I po(Ie& independant of 
my Sovereign. He concluded, by be- 
feecUng heaven to proteft 4e King's 
fife; • to preferve his femily; to fill his 
fubjeds with love for him; and his ene- 
mit;s with fear and refpcdl*.*' 

# 

* Ibid. Mfurjais. » 
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The aflembly knew too well the whole 
eonduA of the injured Prince> to give any 
credit to the faUhoods which had been 
urged againft him^ and the force of his 
wordS) and the commanding innocence of 
his afpea, convinced the King that he had 
been unjuftly accufed. He declared him«' 
felf fatisfiedy and acknowledgjjig thaf he 
had been deceived, a rixonciliadon en- 
fued, which at the time was fincere, but 
of no long continuance. Magnus again 
impofed oa his father; Canute* % deftrudion 
was refolved, and ibme audiors affirm, 
with Nicholases approbation. Haquin alone 
withdrew when he feund that Magnus 
aimed at Canute's life. 

The crime being determined, opportu- 
nity only was wanting to put die defign in 
execution. Magnus dared not attack open- 
ly a Prince (b much beloved }^ the people, 
that they would unanimoufly have faerie, 
ficed their lives lor his £ufety. Secret 
treachery is the coward'^ only re£>urce* 
Magnus invited the Ring of the JlioJrita 
to an entertamment which Nicholas in- 
tended to give to his ful^s at Rofchild. 

Canute^ 
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Canute^ whofe mind was above fufpl^ 
cion, accepted the invitation. He was rc-f 
^ceivcd with every token of friendfhip and 
diftindion. Magnus dcciared how much 
he had been deceived; proteftdd that he 
would caufe his calumniators to be punifh* 
ed; and pretending an approaching cru* 
fade, deiired he would fuJBfer him to re- 
commend his wife to his care^ and that 
during his ahience he would undertake 
the tutelage of his children. 

Cantife was ib entirely deceived by thefc 
£iir appearances, that upon receiving a 
letter frcmi. Jngeburge his wife, wherein 
ihe cautioned him againfl Magnus j he an^ 
fwered, That " thofc who had inftilied 
" fears into her mind, knew not that 
^ Prince, in whofe frindfhip he as much 
• ** confided, as in her fidelity.** 

When Magnus thought he had removed 
all Camt/s af^rehenfions, he defired a ^ 
private interview with him, pretending 
to have ibme afiairs of great importance 
to eommunicate. They met accordingly 
in a woodj where Magnus concealed a 
party of ibldiers at fuch a diAance, fo 
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as to hear the fignai he intended to 
give them. He cloathed himfclf in a 
coat of mail, which he covered with a 
cloak. But Canute embracing him on 
their meeting, felt the armour, and aiked 
the occafion of his wearing it^ Magnus 
replied, That " there was a peafant near 
" that place who had offended him, and 
" whom he was determined to chaftife/* 

Canutfj who imagined the Prince fin- 
cere, intcrceeded with him to forgive the 
poor man J reprefenting. That " there was 
no crime unpardonable, if the offender 
repented of it : he even offered to be 
fecurity for the criminal, and to repair 
any damages he might have received 
" from him/' 

Magnus interrupted his interceifion by 
defiring him to fit down, and then aiked 
him, " To whom do you think the king- 
" dom belongs ? " ^' To your father cer- 
" tainly, '* replied Canute : " I know not 
" why you afk me that queflion/* 

Magnus then laying afidehis diflimu- 
" lation, faid, " You wifh to ufurp the 
*^ throne, and endeavour to win the aiflfec- 
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tions of the people ; let us this day di- 
vide the kingdom." Canute aiilwered. 
It is not ours to divide, fince your fa- 
ther is in pofleffion of it; our duty is 
to wifh him a long life, and a happy 
reign.'* On which Magnus^ raiiing his 
voice, cried out, " It fliall not be ib, we 
** muft now divide the kingdom/' 

Thefe words were the fignal to the af- 
iaflins, who leaving their coi^cealments^ 
and running towards them, Canute cried 
out, " My brother, in what have I finned 
againft thee? May the Lord who feeth ' 
and revengeth crimes, be judge between 
" thee and me." He then rofe up, and 
prepared to defend himfelf, when Magnus 
ftabbed him, and the reft of the affaflins 
fallipg upon him, mangled his body in a 
mercilefs manner*. 

This Prince, whofe virtues could not - 
procure him a peaceable reign, was ca- 
nonized after his death. His Queen Lige- 
burge was delivered, a few days after his 
deceafe, of a fon, whom (he named Wal- 

m 

* Ibid, Pontanus. ^ 
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demafy and who afterwards afcended the? 
throne of Denmark. 

The people were fb much affefted by 
the death oJF Canute^ that the fefthral was 
changed into general mpurning, and they 
gave every indicatbn of true ibrrow. This 
Prince had two baftard-lx-others, Harold 
and Ericy between whom he had com- 
pc^d n>any di^ntions, and had endea- 
voured to prevail on them to live in peace; 
but though they outwardly complied^ they 
never loved each other; however, they 
united in an attempt to revenge the death 
of the King their brother. 

This was Er/V's only motive ft)f taking 
arms. He refembled his dcceafed bro- 
ther in many of his virtues : but Harold 
was turbulent and ambitious, and carried 
his views nxuch farther; for he thought the 
refentment of the ppople againft the mur- 
derers of their beloved King no unlikely 
road to the throne. Thcfe Princes^ exhi-^ 
bited publicly Canute'^ cloaths, pierced in 
various places, and covered with blood; a 
ipedtacle which animated the people with a 
defire of revenge; and they foon faw them- 

felves 
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felves at the head of an army, which chofc 
Erie for General. Thus they li>ectoie fa 
fermidable to Nicbohn^ that he wa$ glad 

i to appeafe tibem, by banifhing Magnus die 

I kingdom: which was no Tery &vcre pu^ 
BiOiment, as his kingdom of Ofirogotbia 
was the place of his exile. But even this 
diigrace did not continue long. Nicholas^ 

I wheii all thefe troubles appeared at an end^ 
was perfuaded to recal hkn, to which his 

L extreme fondne^ i endec^ him fufficiently 

! iitclined. 

» 

A general infurredion followed this im-* 
prudent ftep* Eric was again choien Ge*- 
n^al, and even o^red the tide of King; 
but he refufed to accept it, till he had de- 
ftrved it by his fervices. His army de-* 
elaied Nicholas guilty of perjury ; and 
bound tfaemiHves by an oath, never more 
to acknowledge him King: ^hcxiNicbo^ 
las^ by giving Eric all poflible encourage*^ 
ment to hope for fttU &tisfadion, obtained 
a truce, during which he M tOiexpedred*- 
ly on£r/Vs army, anddeftn^ed the greats 
eft part of them. Eric retired with ti» 
remainder into Zealand i where, filled with 
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indignation at the King^s treachery, he de« 
fired the people to confer on him the're<- 
gal title, whidi he had before refufed ; a 
lequeft wherewith they gladly complied. 
After a variety of diftrefies, this Frince 
afcended the throne oi Denmark j notwidw 
ftanding the treachery of his brother Ha^ 
nidi who, piqued at the preference given 
lum> deierted his cauie : but Magnus had 
^ been ilain in battle, and Nicholas was 
1 135 murdered by the inhabitants of Slejwick, 
in revenge for the death of Canute their 
Duke*. 

Though Canute^s brother had got pof- 
ieffion of the crown of Denmark^ yet he 
could not obtain that of the jibodritesi 
who, on the death of C^^2^/^, had reftored it 
PrUiJUnis to Priiijlaus the Firit znd Ntcbtus, grand- 
N^lot ^^^ '^ Gtnlefcbalcy by his eldeft fon Bticco^ 
.* who died in the year 1075. The civil 
war in Denmark^ between Nochdas and 
EriCy encouraged them to make feme in- 
roads into that kingdom j which Ericy as 
loon as his pdwer was eftablifhed, deter- 
mined to rfevenge. He laid waftc all Wan- 

* Meurjius. 
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dalidy and obliged the inhabitants of fome A. D. 
part of that country, where the Chriftian ^^^^ 
religion had given way to a new fort of 
Idolatry^ to return to the profeffion of 
Chilftianity*. Experience might have 
taught tfaeie Princes how quickly apoflacy 
iR)lIows a forced converfion; but the zeal 
of that age, which was founded on policy. 
Tendered them indefetigable. While the 
greateft part of Europe was engaged m a 
crufade againft the Saracens ^ the two Kings 
of Denmark^ Sweno, the Third, and Ca-^ 
nute^ (for that throne was then divided) 
undertook a fort of holy war againft the 
Vandals. They laid fiege to the port of A- p. 
Dobinum-fj fuppofed to be Doberin in 
Mecklenburgh i a place famous for being 
the ufual retreat of pirates: but the in- 
habitants of the ifle of Rugen did not 
give them time to reduce it; for falling 
unexpeftedly on the Danijh fleet, which, 
from the enmity the Kings bore each 
other, was not well united^ they took or 
burnt the greateft part of their £hips ; and 
all the Danes could obtain, was the refti-_ 

* Ibid. t Pontanus. 
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tirely iss hewifhcd^.agreoi to advance a 
certain fiim of money to Henry the Lton^ 
Duke of Saxony and Bavaria^ for a con- 
flderable body of auxiliaries*. 

The people readily paid it 5 but Henry 
did not perform his part. To make a 
joint conqueft of that country fuited not 
his views : he, therefore, eluded his pro- 
mise ; and Swem did not venture to under* 
take the exjf^edition alone, 

Henry had long aimed at conquering 
thtFiandah} whether out of ambition or 
zeaiy we (hall not pretend to determine; 
fiiice the colour he gave to it, was the 
defire of eftablifliing the Chriftian religion 
among them; which, after the death of 
Canute^ had again fallen to decay : but as 
the Empeior Frederick the Firft had ihewn 
fomc jealoufy of Henrys power, he feared 
to give him juft caufe of offence, by in- 
crcafing his dominions, which were alrea- 
dy very extenfive. Time removed this ob- 
jedion: fbr the Duke having rendered 
Frederick confiderable fervices in his Ita^ 
Han expeditbn,' obtained from him a 

* Ibid. 
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pcrmiffion to eftablifli Bifhops in all diofe 
parts of Wandalihy which he or his fuc- 
cefTors could reduce *. Henry delayed not 
to take advantage of the grant the Em- 
peror had made him. He entered* Abo^ 
drite with a powerful army, but found 
Pribifiaus King Prtbtjlaus the Second ready to re* 
^^ ' ceive |iini. That Prince, the fon of iVi- 
clotus and Ameliay Princefs of Swedetty 
had fucceeded his father and his uncle 
Pribijlam the Firft in the year 1158; and 
poflefled too great a portion of Wandalian 
courage to think the fword a very perfua- 
five argument; his mind, therefore, was 
not pclined to acquiefce, while his forces 
were unfubdued. Fire and fteel will ope- 
rate powerfully on the apprehenfions of 
a coward, but cannot influence the reafon 
of a brave maiv Pribijlaus gave the Duke 
battle, but with fuch ill fortune, that great 
part of his army was flain. The coiv- 
queror purfued his advantage, again de- 
feated the King, and took prifoner fVra^ 

♦ IntXQ. I VmSt dc rUniv. ^^xDe la Martin 
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tijla^ his brother, whcMii he caufed to be put 
to death. Succefs ftill attended Henry in 
every engagement; and at length he re- 
duced the King to accept of fuch terms as 
he thought proper to grant him : he was 
obliged to give up part of his kingdom, 
and to renounce the regal title*. ' j^^^ * 

From this time the Princes of the j^h>^ 
drites had only the title of Princes of 
Mecklenburgb} in reference to the capital 
city of their dominions, though it was at that 
time much fallen from its former iplendor. 
But the whole country, when confidered 
in confederacy, continued for many years 
to be called fTandalia. The town of 
Meckknburgb had fuifered fo much in the 
late wars, that the epifcopalfee was tranf- 
lated to Scbueririy and the province of But^ 
i^^w was appropriated for the fuj^rt of 
the Bifhop. To preferve him from the 
melancholy fate of his predeceflbr, and to 
prevent fuch immediate apoftacy, as had 
hitherto followed the introdudlion of Chrif- 
tianity.into that country, Henry eftablifhed 
a defender of the church, under the title 

H 3 of 
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of CgoiA of Stbuerin, to whom he aC- 
figned the propriety of the country, now 
called by that name. The Count's office 
was to I watch over the prefervation of 
Chriftianity, and the fafcty of the BUhops. 
The firft that enjoyed th^s dignity was 
GunceUttt whofe defcendants continued 
many centuries in that province. 

The Saxom could not fail of being fii- 
vourably received in Meckknburgb^ under 
the protc^on of their Prince j who con- 
fidered that the converfion of a people 
was more eafily effcdted by foftening their 
manners, than by viftoryj fince thus their 
mmds and wills might be conquered j 
whereas the fword could only enflavc their 
bodies. With this view, Hemy cncoo- 
raged many of the Saoaons to fetde in Mfich- 
knburgb and the adjacent parts j whose, 
mixing vnth the natives, they wrought, 
in a moderate compafs of time, a confi- 
derable change in their language and man- 
ners. The country foon abounded in Priefts 
and Monks: fchools waeinftituted*j the 

• Ibi4. 
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pftoj^ were htmianized by religious in- 
flrudions and the introduction of letters. 
Prihifiaus became a iincere convert to 
Chriftianity; and by hisexample and gare, 
much advanced the converfion of his peo- ^ 

pie. He had many fatal examples in his 
own family, of the dangers attending fuch 
Princes as^ venture to rebel s^nft thofe 
conquerors, v^rhom, before their forces 
were weakened by ravages and oppreffion, 
they wcsre not able to rcfift. His prede- 
ce^rs had unhapjMly experienced the im- 
pudence of this ftep; therefore, v^arned 
by their fate, inftcad of watching for an 
<^>portanity to fhake off the Saxon yoke, 
when no probability remained of reco- 
vering his dignity, he chofe rather to exert, 
in conjundion with his conqueror, that 
courage, of which he had given evident 
proof in his obftinate defence of his coun* 
try when invaded by Henry. 

. The Duke, pleafed with his condud, 
tieated him radier as his convert, than his 
^ yaffal, and the moft p«-fedl amity fub- 
fifted between them. S'uomo King of i>«f- A. D. 
mark gave him an opportunity of exercif- "^* 
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ing the Prince of Mecklenburgh in a niar^ 
tial expedition: for being driven out cf his* 
kingdom by more worthy c6mpetitors, he 
came to Henry and follicited fuccours to 
re-inftatc him on the throne*. The Duke 
granted his requeft, and ordered the Van-' 
dais to attack Denmark^ with the largeft 
fleet they could furniib, while he invaded 
Jutland with his land forces* The Vandals 
obeyed ; but Waldemar^ one of the Danijb 
Kings, oppbfed Ifenry with fo confiderable 
an army 'that he thought proper to retire. 

Swmo perfuaded the Duke the next year 
to grant him the fame afliflancc from the 
Vandalhan fleet, which now fervcd him fb 
efleftually, that Canute^ and WaUemar^ the 
reigning Kings in Denmark^ thought fwoper 
to fhare the kingdom with him, which for 
that purpofe was divided into three parts -fi 
A few years after, when Waldmary by 
1 1 54 the death of his two companions oh the 
throne, became fole King of Denmark^ 
the Prince of Mecklenburgh received little 
benefit from the Duke of Saxonf^ P^^ » 
tcdtion. Though an alliance fubfifted 
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between him and the King oY Denmarky 
that Monarch attacked the ilatcof Meek-- 
knburgb'^^ 6a which Henry came to an 
open rupture with him ; but Waldemat:^ by 
prevailing on fome other of the Wandalian 
Princes, who were fubjedts to Henryy to 
revolt, obliged him to confent to an ac- 
commodation, wherein it was agreed, that 
they (hould, with their joint forces, fub^* 
due fuch of the Vandal ftates, as had either 
not yet been conquered, or had fhaken ofF 
th^ir fubje<Sion. By this means Henry 
made confiderable additions td his con- 
quefts in that country; but at length the 
Vandals purchafed a peace, by paying a 
confiderable fum of money to both Princes. 
After this Pribijlaus accompanied the 
Duke of Saxony in an expedition to the 
Hofy Land^ : carrying thofe arms againft 
the Infidels, which, employed at home, 
might have wrought his own deftrudtion; 
and having lived to a confiderable age, 
died at a tournament at Luneburgb^ of a 
hurt he received by a fall from his horfe 5 the 

♦ Intro, a I'Hift dc TUniv. par jD/ la Mar^ 
tinicre. ^ 
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wdght of His arnibur having bruifed him 
beyond recovery. 

Pribifiaus had married for his firft ^ife, 
Petrmella daughter of Canute^ King of 
the Wiendes. After her death he mairied 
Voijboda^ daughter of Bure^inus^ I^g of 
Na^ayi and Matilda daughter to Bokf-' 
lam Q^fpus Duke of Poland was his third 
wife. He left two fons, Canute ^ who died 
without iflbe, and Henry Burewin the 

,,-8 Prtbijlaus was iucceeded by his eldeA 
Canute. foH Canute^ who, though he enjoyed his 
dignity but five years, was peculiarly for- 
tunate in leaving his country free, to his 
brother ami fuccefibr. The pride and 
ambition of Henry Duke of Saxot^ raiied 
him many enemies, for the Emperor, 
and moft of the Princes of the empire, 
being jealous of his growing power, united ' 
. againft him, and . he was put under the 
ban of the empire; on which he was at 
length obliged to feek refuge in the cowt 
<^ his father«in4aw, Henry the Secon4 
King of England. Moft of his territories 
were dien feized by different pretenders, 
• and 
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an4 Meckknburgb recovered its liberty. 
But though that coimtry fhook ofF the 
Saxon yoke, it foon fell a prey to the Danes, 
jfarimar^ Prince of Rugen^ who had for 
{bme years been fubjedt to Denmark, ferved 
that King in his war with BogifiauSy Prince 
of Pomerafiia: who was affifted by the 
Princes of the greatefl part of Wandalia^ 
and among the reft by the Meckknburgb^ 
iru Jarimar^ m a fkirwiih, took Henry Hmry I. 
Burewin their Prince ; and delivered him 
into the hands of Canute King of Den-- 
mark. ' 

This was no unacceptable prefent to 
that Monarch, who now hoped with eafe 
to fecur^ to himfelf the fbvereignty of that 
ftate; and by dividing it, to render it ftill 
Ififs able to withdraw from his fubjedion. 
Nicholas, ion to Wrafijlas, and brother to 
Pribijlaus the laft King of the AbodriUSy 
h^d contefted the fucceffion to the principa- 
lity of Meckknburgb \ Canute took advan* 
tagepfthisdifpute, and by his managements^ 
Henry Burewin ^ from a defire of liberty, and 
Nii^bolas from appreheniions left Henry, on 
being releafed from hi» prifop, fhould ex- 
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elude him the fuccefllon, were cafily prc- 
^ £)* vailed upon to make him arbitrator between 
1188 them* On which Gmitf^ decreed to M>i&o/4^5 
the town of Rofiock, with the territory of the 
J&Jjins ; and to Henry the cities of Meck^ 
kfiburgh and Honnay with all their depen- 
dences; on condition, that each of thcfc 
Ptinces (hould acknowledge he held his 
principality as a fief of Denmark*. As 
the Vandals had not» by continual fub^ 
jedtion, yet loft the love of liberty, it was 
judged requifite to fecure their obedience 
by hoftages; twenty-four were delivered, 
and among them the fon of Henry Bure-- 
win. The Danes found their right to the 
title of King of the Vandals upon this 
treaty, together with the Emperor Lotba^ 
riush gift of the kingdom of Abodrite io 
Canute^ the father of WaUemar the Firft-f-. 
Canute^ though he had reduced almoft 
all Wandalia, found it ftill &y difficult to 
retain the inhabitants in the profeffion of 
Chriftianity> that he gave Ibmc lands in 
the eaftern part of that country to the 
Knights of the Teutmc order, on ccmdi* 

* Meurfms. f IWd« 
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tion that they^fhould watch over its pre- 
femtion ; and thefe Knights were the foun- 
ders of the ftatc of Prujfia. 

jfidolpbus Count of Dejffau having joined 
the Earl of Eblfiein^ and Marquis of Bran^ 
denburgby in their war with Canute y that 
King commiffioncd the two Princes of 
Mecklenburgh to oppofe him with all their 
forces. TJney performed their tafk fuc- 
cefsfoUy, though it proved fatal to Nicho^ 
lasy who was flain in the battle: but Hen-^ 
ryy rather exalperated than dejedted by the 
death of his couiin, gained a compleat 
viiftcMy, and feized the greateft part of the A. D. 
Count's territories. ^ '^99 

The Count fortified himfelf in Ham^ 
burgh ; but at length was reduced to fub- 
xnit; and by an imprudent treaty remained 
prifoner in Denmark^ till the Prince of 
Mecklenburgby the Count of ScbuertUy and 
fomc others, prevailed on Waldemar the 
Second, who had then afcended the Da^ 
nijh throne, to fet him at liberty *. 

Henry of Mecklenburgby and Guncelin 
Count of SchUtrin^ gave Waldemar fome 

* Ibid. 
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troul>Ie: diey were iK>t eafy under their 
vaflidage, and afted with fuch a ijpirit of 
. jy independanoe, that he found it necefiaty 
1205 to make feme inroads into tl^ country , in 
ordtt to bumble them * . With this view, 
to fix his power on a ftill ftronger haiis^ he 
obtained <^ the Emperor Frederiek the Se^ 
cond letters patent, confirming to hini 
the fo^ereignty of all thofe parts of J^P2m- 
d^a conquered by him£^ and his pre-* 
deceflbrs; with a ckule fi^rbidding any 
future Emperor, or Prince of the Empire, 
to attempt to moleft him in die poileffibn 
of that territory; on account that any part 
of it formerly belonged to them, or on 
any dther pr^ence wh^tfoever. 

Henry Prince of Meckkniurgbw^s more 
laudably employed, dian in contefting a 
fovereignty which JValdemar was with fuch 
care eftabli(hing, and which he could not 
hope to oppofe with fuccefs. After ipehd- 
ing thir^-fix years in unwearied endea- 
vours to fettle the government on a regular 
and uniform plan, and to reform the 
abufes crept into his do&iinions during 

• Pontanus, 
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the loag wars with which it had been af^ 
flidcd in his father^s rmgn> he itfigned 
the admioiftradon iotb the hands of his ^' ^* 
two fons.^ AAot which he lived dght ^ 
years in priracy and redrement ; enjoying 
in cairn tranquillhyj thu^ pleafing con* 
fciQiiihe& of having performed all die du- 
ti^ of his ftadon, and of providing with 
indefatigable care for the public welfare. 

The Prince had two wives, Maud the 
daughter of William^ Prince oiBrunfwic 5 
and Adelbtid^ daughter to Lefcus AlbuSy 
King of Tokmd: by the latter he had no 
iffiic; by the former he had two fons, 
Usury and' Nicholas ; and one daughter^ 
who was married to thd Count of Olden^ 
hurg. 

The two Princes divided their father's 
dominions between them^ i]fe«ry his eldeft ^^ 
fon rcfided at Gt^oWyNicbcdas the younger Nicholas. 
at hkcklmiurgb. During their admini- 
ftration^ Hmryy Count of Scbuerin, their 
ally, or rather theil* partner in that prin- 
cipality, gave a Arong proof, that . no 

* De la Martinier$* And€rfori% Genealogical 
Table;* 
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power can prote<3: the unjuft from the 
venge of his in!knot$. 

The Count engag^g in an expeditioa 
to the £&^ lum^f before his departure, 
recommended his wife^ and his dominions, 
to the protedion of the King of Denmark. 
The King, it is (aid, violated this tmft 
In the moil criminal maimer^; having 
ieduced the Countefs jfrc»n the fidelity /he 
owed her hufband. Atrocious crimes are 
never long concealed. The Count, fooa 
after his return, was informed, of what 
had paiTed iii his abfencei but as he 
thought complaints and reproaches were 
inadequate to the ii^ury, he diflembled 
his refcntment, and pretended ignorance 
of the offence, till time . fhould fumifh 
him with an opportunity of taking a &- 
vere revenge. fFaldemar, by going into 
the ifle of Luitb to purfue the pleafures 
of hunting, fumiihed the Count with the 
opportunity for which he waited. He 
repaired to the King, and for fome days 
partook of the diverfion: but one even- 
ing at their return firom the chafe, in- 

* Mfurfitts. 
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Vfted hi* M^etty inlb Hi* teiit, on ptetehce 
of tekihg fomc rcfHcfhmcnt after his fa- 
ii^i fiefbfe h^ prdccedcd farther. The 
Ririg actcf^t^ thfe ihvitafiori, and was at- 
febhiptrtifed fey his eldcft Fdn. 

Wxddefndr^ wcarifed With the labourt. 
x£ the day, fell aflcepj whereupon, the 
Dotlnt caufefl: Him arid his fori tb be con- 
Vfeyed bn Board a fhip, which, by his or- 
def, rode at irichor at a very fmall dittance 
for that purpbfe ; and fetdng fail for Schue^ 
rin^ he confined him in the fort of Dan^ 
"neburgy or as bthef-s affirm, in tlie caftle 
of Schtiirth. 

As foon a^ an account of the King's 
Imprifonmfeht reached Denmarky his fub- 
jefts begafi to deliberate on the means of 
delivering him. It is natural to imagine, 
that this might have been effefted by force 
of arms, had they been fpeedy in their 
lirocfeedings; as the Count of Schuerin 
would have found it difficult, before they 
had given him leifure to ftrengthen him- 
felf with the alliances of the neighbour- 
ing Princes, to refift a Aate fo much more 
pbwefful than his own; but the Danes 
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"Ac proposals of his temporal and ipiritual 
ally, and thought it more eligible to be 
the captive of his enemy, than the flave 
cf a falfe friend. When the Count found 
he could not procure by treaty the ad- 
vantages he wifhcd, he took the moft 
. probable meafurcs for obtaining them by 
more forcible means. He invited j^l^ 
fbus Count of Scbawenburgy from whom 
the King of Denmark had taken Hoj/lein^ 
Henry Burewin of Mecklenburgb^ the Arch- 
bifhop of Bremen^ and fome other Princes, 
to join with him in recovering the ftates 
and rights of which the Danes had de- 
prived them. An affociation was loon 
formed; and the confederates defeated the 
Danijk army; after which a continued fe- 
ries of fuccefs attended them. Holjiein^ 
. and the reft of the country on the nor-^ 
thern fide of the Elhe^ and the city of 
Hamburgh^ fubmitted without refiftance. 
The greateft part of ff^andalia venonnccd 
all obedience to the DaneSy and the neigh- 
bouring^ Princes recovered their former 
pofleffions: they difmiflcd the Prefe(fts 
and Governors who had (worn allegiance 
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to the King of Denmark i and having pitt 
In their places perfons on whom they 
douM rely, difbanded their tiroop^ and re-^ 
m^ned in die quiet enjoyment q£ their 
conquefts. 

All diis time the Danes employed them- 
ielves in fruitlefsly follkiting the P<^ an4 
Emperor to procure their King his liberty* 
His Holinefe, indeed, made many remon« 
ftrances to the Count of Scbuerin-, he ad-» 
monifhed, reprehended, and even tbreaten- 
ed him: but the Count was inflexible, and 
did not believe the Pope fufiiciently &ncere, 
to be greatly awed by his menaces 

Thefe ' faint proceedings continued ht 
Aite years ; when the Danes became con- 
vinced, that to render the Princes of the em- 
pire wami in fFakiemar\ defence, it wa& • 
neceflarytomake it their private intereft to 
befo. Accordingly, they difperfed con- 
iiderable fums of money among them, and 
made ftill larger promifes. By this means 
they iM-ought the Duke of Saxony^ and 
feme other Princes, to be very zealous in 
jj their mediation; whereby they procured 
1226 Ae King his liberty^ 0n paying a very 
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confidcrable ranfom; his Majefty en* 
gaging by oath, never to attempt to re-* 
venge himfelf on the authors of his capti^ 
vity^ nor to endeavour to reduce to their 
former fubjedion either HoJ/leiriy Scbuerin^ 
Hamburgh^ or any of the other countries . 
on the northern fide of the EHe. ' They 
likew|fe obliged him and his fbn to re-» 
nounce, in the name of Nicholas his grarKU 
£)ii, fon to the Earl of Hallandy who ha4 
married Ida^ daughter to the Count of 
SchuertTiy all pretentions to the third part 
of Scbueriuy in right of hi^ mother, to 
whom it viras aligned in dower« The 
KJbng tlien gave two of hi& fcHis, and ibme 
^Qung noblemen as hoftages till the full 
payment of his ranfom^. 

The Princes were not; long . detained | 
ios the Dtmes foon raifed the ftipulated 
film. WaUemar then indemnified his^ 
graodfon for the lofs of his fliare of the, 
qounty of £chueriny by afiagning to hino^ 
the northern part of the province of Hal* 
land. About Htm time died Henry Bwe^ 
win the Second, Prince of Mickknburghi 

• Ibid. 

I 3 when 
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when that principality be; 
defender; for fValdemar h 
with the Pope to give hir 
A. D. from the oaths which hi 
1227 procure his liberty, he le^ 
fVandalia, in order to re 
had loil during his captivi 
Such a proceeding alarme 
who had newly recovered 1 
and freedom, and united 
him. They joined their f 
him battle near the towi 
Never was fight more obf 
Tiiar rode from rank to ran 
perfon to a degree of raft 
at the lame time* exerted a 
a General. He received a 
eye, which entirely depri 
and being thrown from his 
filing into the hands of 
one of his foldiers had not forced his way 
to him, and condufted him oiF the field 
of battle. 

The Danes,, not difcburaged by their 
King's abfence, continued the fight with 



> Ibid. 



unabated 



but entirely employed himfelf in taking 
care of the interior part of his kingdom. 

Ikmy Burewin the Firft, whom, as 
^e have' already iiud, had retired from all 
the hJJours of government, and Hemjt 
Count of ScbuertTij died nearly at this 
time. To the latter fucceeded his, bro- 
ther Gunzelin. Nicholas^ younger fon to 
Henry Burewin, furvived his father but 
a year, for hawng on fome occafion taken 
. up his abode at a very old houfe at Gade- "j^g 
I 4 V bujhe. 



A. D. 
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o£ M^&Uniurs^ hsd a fair opportunity 
of pifin^ixiig th^ att^Lchm^Rt; tQ Eric dur- 
ing tjhc long war he had to fiiftaiA againil 
hi^ three brotkers, whereio ^ey ferved 
hfea v€ary ^e<3wBy, ajEftUi^ hina with 
aJi ^h?k forces^ 

J&Aw;;^ Bvnemn ^ Thkd wa^ Uk:ewife 
^t^hed tq Cbrijiofker th^ Firft, brother 
to £r Ar^ aftffr he w^s^ lilted on thQ Dwiijh 
thro];^> m>d proved a irery uiblul ally*. 
But while h^ was ^fiig^g^ in loarti^l af-^ 
fsjLirS;, his brotisiifr ^<p^ £:om whom thiV 
McQkknburgh <wiMy i^. Uxvmediately dc*- 
fce^i^fl,. wa? (^tteijwife employed-. He. 
had ftudied Theology in the univ^tfitj: at 
Fans. The degree of Do<9x)r had beca 
q^pi^rr^d on him there,, ia aclwowled^* 
iBj^m of hia great; excellence in that fci- 
Qnqej on which vCQu^t he received the 
f^afnarao of ^he X)ivine. His divinity waa . 
ly^^ipcrely theoretical^ he wa^dii^inguiihed 
fgF Y)^ great piety and indefatigable endea^ 
^KHir^ to.extirpate the remains of P^ganifin, 
V^^fh flill fubfiiled in hi& kingdom. He 
cjc^ped the couptty qC * race of banditti, 

who 
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' in that age of ignorance, and made his 
death, which happened in the year i26cf> 
• little regretted*. 

^ By Ltdtgardiay .his wife, he had fix 
fbns, Henry ^ Nicholas^ PoppOy Herman^ John 
and Albert. Henry fucceeded him in his 
principality, Nicholas was a Canon of Lu^ 
beCy PoppQ a Knight of the Crofs in Pruf- 
Jky and died before \m father, and Her^ 
man a Canon of Schuerin. 

Henry the Fourtfi, commonly called ,^5.' 
Henry of Jerufalenty inherited his father's Henr^ of 
jSiety, though the fruits of it were not (o J^Hf^" 
ufefiil to his kingdom, nor fo happy for ^* 
himfelf ; fince it led him into the great 
error of that age, the crufadoes. A reli- 
gious Prince, by that general infatuation, 
became the fcourge of his kingdom; and 
while he aimed at deftroying the infidels, 
he frequently ruined his own fubjefts. 
Henry engaged in the famous expedition 
undertaken by Lewis the Ninth, King of 
Prance y in order to recover the Holy Land 
out of the hands of the Saracens. 



Ibid. Anderfonh GtxipX. 
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The plague^ which broke out in the 
Brgncb army, aiid deftroyed the greateft 
part of it, obliged Lewis to return into 
Frami. But Hmrf% miftakcn piety pre- 
vented his ibilowing fo falutary an exam* 
p}e: he coulti not think of returning into 
his country without having paid his devo^ 
tions at the holy iepulchte; he therefore 
took leave ei L^wrs^ and fet out on hi^ 
purpofed vopge to ygn^hm. But before 
he reached that city, he was taken pri- 
foner, and ient to Damas^ from whence 
he was conveyed to Grand Cairo, and pre-^ 
fcnted to M^kk Saif^ SidUn of Ejgj^, who 
threw Ivm ii^ fMrifon. 

In this wreidbed coniinem^t Hemy^ 
continued twenty ^fix ye^S; and would 
have bwn expofed to the greateft extremi«^ 
ties, had he not been generoufly afEftcd by 
one of his domcftics, who wa^^ taken prv 
feBitr at the fame timr. 

This faithfol fiw^Vant h^, «i hi? youth,^ 
bemi taught to work m the fiJk msm^ 
fibres, 9nd by employing a knowledge 
fo fortunately acquired, gained enough by 
his labour to fupport himfcU^ and to pro- 
vide 



■^ 
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tide his mdSler with every convenience and 
comfort^ that could ferve to alleviate hts . 
diftfefs. 

\ After many revolutiont dt Grwnd Ccdr^^ 
whidi had frequently anfpired Henry witk 
hope, and as cobibtndy di&ppoioted hitn^ 
the Saltan died, and was fucoeeded hj A^ 
papbuij a German renagado^ who, in the 
dme that he proMed Chriitianity, had 
icFved in the Livoman wars under Joim 
tb€ Divine^ and remembered to have feeft 
the Prince of Mukkniurgh in that coun^ 
try. This recotle<^icA proved very fortu- 
nate for Henry. The Sultan, alitacd wkh 
the viciiGtudes of fortune which his pri*« 
foner had experienced, and having re- 
tained feme of the virbies of the religion 

he had abjured, let him dt Uberty withotit 
r%nfom * . 

Henry^ filled with a grateful fcnfe of 

the Sultanas generofity, fct oiitf diredtly cdt 

his retom to his dominions ^ bat he had 

not proceeded far on his joucnqr, when. \» 

was again taken by the Saracens^ and onco 

* IhiA. Martini^rf, Kmwh^'% Hiftoiy of th« 
Turh. 

more 
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more fcnt to Grand Cairo. ^ This new 
feizure alarmed him; he feated'llie Sultan 
had repented hisgenerofity; and with great 
anxiety refledbed, that litde confifience 
could be placed in , a man who had for^ 
faken his God: however^ his apprehen* 
A. D. fio^s were groundlefs^ the Sultan not only 
^300 reftored him again to his liberty, but pro- 
vided him with every thing neceffary to 
iecure him a fafe conveyance to his coun- 
try; which, during his abfence, was go- 
verned by one of his brothers. 

Henrfy on his arrival in Mecklenburgb^ 
was received by his fubjeds with the 
greateft dcmonftradons of joy: his long 
abfence, and ftill more, his misfortunes, 
which fprung fircMn a modve they re- 
fpedted, having encreafed the afiedtion his 
merit firft excited* 

In the year 1301 Henry attacked the 
town of Wifmary and reduced it* This 
was his laft martial enterpri2e, for he 
died the following year, leaving an en- 
creafed dominion, not procured by conr 
quefts, but occafioned by the impru- 
dcnc^ of Pribijlaus^ ion to PribiJlauSy the 

ybungeft 
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youngcft fon of Ifcwfy the Second, who 
entered into an unfortunate quarrel with 
RodolphuSy Bifhop of Schuerin. The Pre- 
late having erected a caftle in the city of 
Butzow^ a town within Pribijlaus^s jurit- 
diflion, that Prince, offended at an adtion 

.^hich he thought aa infringement on his 
prerogative, and a dangerous prefident in 
a fubjeft, caufed it to be deftroyed. Ro^ 
dolpbus immediately railed a body of troops, 
with which he defeated FribiJlauSy and 
took him prifonerj nor would he releafe 
him without a very great ranibm. To 
procure a fum which he was not able 
to raife, the unhappy Prince was reduced 
to fell his dominions to the Princes of 
Mecklenburgb liis coufins; and thus pur- 
chafed his liberty at the expence of his 
ibvereignty** 

Henry left by his wife Amftc^y daugh- 
ter to a Prince of Pomeranian two fons, 
and two daughters; Henry ^ to whom, on 

'^ account of his courage, was given the fur- * 
name of The Lion, and John ; jinne^ wife 
to Jgbn Count of Holjiein^ and Luitgar^ 

* Martmiere* 

dia^ 
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di/gy who fnarri^d Pfimijl^i ike Second, 
Kiftg c^ Pilakd^ by whdm fli6 was ftrang- 

Bwiry jg"<?Ary ibi Lim inkde coftfiaeraBk ad* 
ditions to his principality; ias ihuch iit)fh 
the efteejtfi conceircd of him, ds by his 
Valttuf. Nicholas 6f Mitkkn^gby foh 
^md fucc^br of fiw^ Buttwin^ Prince of 
J?^(?c* artd ^^rii?, had ehgaged hlttiTelf 
by ptomife to marry the filler of OtbD 
ind Conrady Margraves of BttmSthburgbi 
but finding that Priticefs did n6t Anfvt^et 
his expeftation, and pdrhap^ havihg iit* 
tached himfelf to feme lidy ifibbth hfe 
thought more agreeable, he tefufed to 
compieat the marriage. iJpon thifi, thfi 
Margraves, who were highly ofiendec!, 
publicly declared their refohitioH to re- 
venge the affront done to their fifter, and 
made the neceflary preparations foi^ attack- 
ing Nicholas. This Prince, who had 
lived at continual variance with his fub- 
jeds, was fenfible that he had not power 
to refift an invader, and therefore thought 
it ilioft advifable to fave fomething out of 
the deftrudion with which he was threat- 
ened. 
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cned. He accordingly fold the town of 
Rc^otk to the King of Denmarky for a 
certain fum of ready money, and fome 
lands, which (hat Prince made over to 
him; where he might fafely live under 
the -proteftion oi that crown, to which 
they belonged. 

The Marjgraves would not offend, nor 
conteft with fo powerful a Prince as the 
King of Denmarky but offered to fubmit 
their quarrel with Nicholas to the arbitra- 
tion of his Majefly, and Henry of Meck^' 
ienlurgh. Thefe Princes fettled the points 
in difpute to the fatisfadion of both par- 
ties ; and the Margraves engaged, that if 
any odier occafions of quarrel arofe,^ inflead 
of endeavouring to decide it by arms, 
they would refer it to the fame arbitra- 
tors. 

The inhabitants of Rojiock did not ac- 
quiefce in the transfer Nicholas had .made 1302* 
of that city; but Eric reduced them to 
fubmit; and then gave the government 
of the town, together with the country, 
to Henry of Mecklenburghy but firft obliged 
him to deliver an acknowledgement in - 

K writing 
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writing, that he would never preteud to 
•ny property therein; in which he alfo 
> engaged bp^ in his own nanie, and that 
c^ hifi-fucccfibrs^ that it fhould be re- 
figned to the King of Denmark^ when* 
ever he required it, and kft to his future 
*■ difpofal*. 

NotwithAanding the proofs given by 
the Margraves of Brandenburgby of their 
efieem for Hmry in chufing him arbitra- 
tor in their quatrel, with ib near a rela-* 
tion of his as Nicholas; yet Henry was 
£xm after engaged in a war with the Mar- 
grave Jobn^ on account of ipme lands, 
which he claimed «$ due to Beatrix his 
wife, dai^twr to the deceafed jilbert^ 
Mtfgrave of Bramknburgby and gaining a 
compkat viftory, he obliged John to re- 
fign to him the province of Stargard^ zs 
a ciMnpenfation for his wife^s dowry, 
and the caofom of the prifoners he had 

taken-)*'. ^ 

The Margrave of Brandeniurgb could 
not patiendy acquiefce in fp difadvanta- 
geous a treaty; he uied frequent endea- 

* Meurjius. f Marimere. 

vours 
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vours to recover the pofleffion of Star^ , 
gardy btit was unfucccfsfol in all his at- 
tempt? ; fot" Henry could neither be inti- 
midated by force, nor influenced by ne- 
gociations. A. D^ 

In the*yeiaf 1307 Henry was involved *307 
in a fhort war with the King of Denmark^ 
and the regejficy of Lubec^ in fupport of 
Gerhard Count of HolJiein\ fof the nobi- 
lity of Holfteifiy bemg difcontented with the 
Count's .governmerit^ytpok arms, and gave 
him battle j but received . a total over- 
throw; and Pelos their Commander being 
taken prifoner, was convidled of treafbn, 
and broken upon the wheel. After 
this defeat, the nobles> unable to keep . 
the field, fled to Lubec. The Count, • 
oflFended at the favourable reception given 
them by the regency of that city, deter- 
mined to make them experience his rie- 
fentment in the point wherein he thought 
.them moft fenfible. He therefore built 
a fort at the mouth of the Tr^/w, at once 
to interrupt their commerce, and to pre- 
vent their receiving fupplies by fea. 

K 2 The 
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. The regency too ftrongly felt the incon- 
veniences of this proceeding, to fubmit 
quietly to its continuance. They entered 
into a league widi the Duke of Saxony^ 
and applied to Eric King of Denmark for 
affiftance. As Ls^ec was under the pro- 
teftion of that crown, and in fome mea-' 
fure dependant on it, Eric complied with 
their requeft, and fent them fome troops 
under the command of the Duke of Slef- 

wick* 

When the Count of Hol/iein learnt with 
what formidable alliances the 'fegency 

^were ilrengthened, he thought it advife- 
able to apply to Henry of Mecklenburgh^ 
and fome other Princes with whom he 
was allied, for fuch reinforcements as 

.might render him equal to his enemy. 
With thefe auxiliaries he for fome time 
incommoded the inhabitants of Lidec-, and 
at length reduced them to conferit to a 
peace*, whereby the fort was to be left 
in the Count*s poffeffion for four years, 
and at the expiration of that term, the 

^ Mmrjius^ 

.1 . Em- 
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Emperor Albert was appointed umpire to 
decide whofe property it fhould become, 
' The difagreements between the Count 
of Hotflein and his fubjeds were likewife 
accommodated, and it was niutually agreed 
that if any future difcontent arofe, the mat- 
ter in dij5>ute fhould be referred, to the 
decifion of the King of Denmark, and 
the Prince of Mecklenburgh. . «. 

From this time a fincere friendfhip fub- 1308 * 
filjted between thefe two Princes. With 
joint forces they endeavoured to replace on 
the throne of Sweden, Birger, ' the King 
of Denmark's brother-in-law ; and though 
their arms were not at that time fuccefs- 
ful, yet foon after they procured, by their 
mediation, a reconciliation between that 
King and his brother, and an equal di- 
vifion of the kingdom between them*. 

The next year the King of Denmark, 
who endeavoured to cultivate the friend- 
fhip of the northern German Princes, in- 
vited them to a tournament at Roftock. 
But the inhabitants of that city, jealous of 
their liberty, and fearing the prefence of fo 

♦ Ibid. ^ 

K 3 . great 



134 The history of 

great a number of Potentates, refufcd to ad- 
mit the Princes within their walls, which 
obliged them to remain in tents, in an 
adjacent plain, called the Garden of Rofes. 
This aftion greatly offended the King j 
but to a^^oid giving any, interruption to th^ 
entertainment, he concealed his refept- 
131 1 nient till he returned to Denmark j when 
equipping a powerfld fleet, he att^ked 
the city with the afiiftance of the Prince 
of Meckknburgb^ and the reft of his 
allies.* 

The ftrength of the walls making the 
King apprehend that the iiege would be^ 
come tedious, he eredted at each iidc of 
the mouth of the river, a ftrong fortrefs^ 
and finking fome fhips filled with ftonea^ 
flopped up its communication with the 
fea 5 when believipg he had fufliciently re- 
venged the affront he had received, he re- 
tulrned to his own kingdom. 

The citizens of Rojiock no fooner fiivr 
that their enemies were departed, than 
attacking the two forts, they took them 
by ftorm, notwithflanding the vigorous 

\ * Ibid. 

defence 
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defence made by the gairifbn. They df- 
terwards cleared the river ; and the firil 
\xk they made of openmg the communi-^ 
cation with the fea, was to make an ir- 
ruption into Denmarky and ravage the 
coafts. 

This gready incenfcd the King j who, 
afiifted by his allies, again laid fiege to 
the city ; he himfelf commandmg the fleet, 
while the Prince of Mecklenburgh had the' 
dire<5ticm of the land forces: but being 
fdon obliged to return to Denmark^ he in 
his abience appointed Henry of Msthlm-- 
burgh his Lieutenant in that country. The 
town was now ib clofely Uocked up, that 
no fuccours could gain admittance 1 by 
which means the cibzens began to be in 
want bf provifions. The half-£uniihed 
populace foon , became mutinous, and ac- 
cufed their magiftrates of bringing them 
into that diftre&d iituadon: with their 
hanger, their rage increafed ; they pro- ^ 

ceeded from nvenaces to action, and mur- 
dered the greateft part of their magiftratesv 
ibikie few only Ending means Co fly to the 
Pri^e of Mecklenburgh far ^oteftion. 

K 4 The. 
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The citizens now offered to furrendcr 
their city, and rcqucfted a pardon 5 but 
they {o much apprehended a fevere punifh- 
ment, that they would not fuffer the 
Prince to enter the town in arms. • When 
not judging it prudent to trujft himfelf and 
foldiers in a defencele& ilate, among a 
people driven to defpair, he fent in by 
night fome waggons laden with provifions, 
which were too welcome not to be rea- 
dily received j and when the gates were , 
opened to admit them, the Prince, with 
a body of troops, forced the guard, and 
entered the place. He immediately ranged 
thefe troops in order of battle : a general 
alarm enfued: the citizens ran to arms, 
and univerfal terror and co;iflcrnation were 
fpread through the city. ' 'Henry , to calm 
their fears, declared. That he was come 
thither with no other view than to render 
juftice to every one; not by force of arms, 
but by die laws of right and equity, and 
defired them only to accept peace and 
fidfety at his hands. 

Thefe afTurances appeafed the tumult : 
the Prince then affembled the principal 

citizens. 
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citizens, and condemned them to no other 
punifhment than the paying of - a large 
fine* The King of Denmark rewarded ; jj 
Henrfs fervices, by giving him the city 1312 
and its dependancies, to hold in fee of the 
crown of Denmark ^ he having before en- 
joyed the government of them; and the 
city was left in poffeflion of all its pri- 
vileges*. 

Cbrijiopher^ King of Denmark^ who fuc- 
ceeded Eric the Eighth, was driven out * 
of his kingdom by- his rebellious fubjcfts, ^ j^ 
and reduced to fly to the WandalMn 1326 
Princes for refuge and afliftance-f-; and he 
did not apply in vain, for they all contri- 
buted to furnifh him with a tolerable fleet, 
and fome laftd forces ; and Henry of Meek- 
lenburgh accompanied him in his expedi- 
tion. They took Wardingburgh^ which 
was reputed the ftrongefl; fortrefs in Den-^ 
mark I but they were foon befieged therein 
by the Duke of Hof/lein^ at the head of 
the malecontents. The attack and the 
defence were equally vigorous; but at 
length famine came to the aflifl:ance of 

♦ Ibid. t Ibid. 
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the bdfiegers 1' and the garrUbn was fe-* 
duced to great extremity: upon which* 
Hinry of . MtckUnbttrgh ofitred to deliver 
up the place, on condition, that the King 
and himfelf fhould have the liberty of re-« 
tiring with aU their Hiipa and foldiera. 
Their reiiilance had- been fo obflinate^ 
that the befiegers, who knew not the 
greatnefs of their diftrel^, confented to the, 
capitulation. 

Cbri/kpher retired tntQ the iile of iW- 
Jler^ but the maiecontents purfued him 
thither; and the beft terms he could then 
obtain, was leave to' retire to Ro^ccky 
where he lived ibme time in great ob« 
fcurity. He is faid to have dien made 
over to the Duke of Meckknburgb net 
only that city, but Gtwiy Sclmany and 
their dependanc^, to indemnify him Jfor 
the expences he had been at in his ^ 
fence* This territory is now the dutchy 
of StreUtZy fo called^ becauie ehe Duke 
of Meckknburgb^ of the fecoftd branciky 
who pofleiies it, has fixed his rtfidence at 
Strelitz. 

The 
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The laft year of Henry\ life was dif- 
tinguifhcd by the afliftance which he, with 
£omt other of the WandaUan Princes, a* 
gain gave to ChriJlGpher^ whereby he re- 
covered fome part of his kingdom * . 

Henry had by Beatrix^ his firft wife, 
daughter to Albert^ Margrave of Branden^ 
burghy only one daughter^ named Maud^ - 
who . married Otbo^ Duke of Ltauburgb. 
By his fecond wife jinn^ fifler of Rodol^ 
fbus^ Eleftor of Saxcny^ he left tWo fons, 
Albert and Jobn^ and two daughters; 
Ann^ married to H/mry Jrof^e^ Earl <^ 
fioifieini and Agnes ^ married to Nicholas^ 
Frince of the Wendi^ of the houfc of 
Meckknburgh 'f . A. D. 

AJbert fucceeded Hetijy in his principa* JJ*' • 
Iky;- while Jabn had the lordfliip of Star^ j^bn. * 
g4^d:t which was bequeathed to him by bis 
fethcr, 

Lewisj furnamed 72^ Romany Eleftor 
of B^andenburghy hoped to make a mc^e 
fuccefeful attempt for the recovery of Star^ 
gard^ when his too profp^ous enemy had 

♦ Ibid. t Andirfon*s Geneal. 

left 
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left his dominions to a lefs experienced 
fucceflbrj but he found himfelf difap- 
pointed in this expectation. The courage 
of the two Princes, Albert and yohriy and 
the aflFe£tionate union which fubfifted be- 
tweea them, rendered their joint forces 
irrefiftible. Leicis was at length obliged 
to renounce, for himfdf and fucceflbrs, 
all pretenfions to Stargard^ on condition 
that he (hould have for wife Ltgleburga^ 
daughter to uilbert^ to whom her father 
promifed to give in dower, Lentzen^ a 
town fituated on the Elbe : and tx) releafe 
without ranfom, four hundred prifoners, 
which he had taken in his wars with 
Lewis*. 

Nicholas^ Prince of Werky whom we 
have mentioned before, on occafion of his 
felling Roftock to the King of Denmark^ 
being attacked by the Dukes of Pomera- 
may and not provided with forces fuffici- 
ent to defend/ himfelf, now applied to -^Z- 
bert for fuccour; who went in perfon to 
his afliftance, and recovered by ajflault the 
town of Grim, which the Dukes of Po- 



* De la Martim^e. 
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rnerania had taken from Nicholas^ and rc- 
cftabliflicd him in full pofleflion of his 
cftates. 

Albert then employed his troops in de- 
ftroying fome caftles in the counties of 
Wittemburghy and Ratzeburgh ; which 
ferved for places of retreat and refuge to 
formidable parties of robbers. Thefe ban- 
ditti applied to Eric; Duke of Saxe-La- 
wenburgj for his protection; which, in 
expectation of receiving fonae future fer- 
vices from them, he readily granted, but 
it proved of little ufe to them. Albert 
fhewcd no more regard to their proteftor, 
than to themfelves; he demolifhed all their 
cafUes, and made Eric fufFer fo much, 
for imprudently fupporting fo infamous 
a fct of people, that he was reduced to 
beg for peace in a fery humble manner, 
. Upon the death of the Emperor Lewisy 
Charles the Fourth, though -eledled to the 
Imperial throne, found his dignity con- 
tefted by many competitors. In the wars, 
which were the confequence of thefe di- 
vifions, the two Princes, Albert of Meek- 
lenburgh, aad John of Stargard, by their 

uncom- 
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uncommon bravery, performed fuch emi* 
ncnt ferviccs to CbarleSy dlat in gratitude 
for the afliftance they had given him, he, 
in the year I349> made them Dukes of 
the empire. 

Soon after this period they again engaged 
in a war with Lewis^ Marquis of Bran^ 
denburgh. This Prince had fucceeded 
Waldemar the Second, who had been dead 
about twenty-five years j but Mulkr Mein^ 
chetiy formerly his Equerry, ajfluming his 
name, declared that .he been on a pilgri- 
mage to yerufakniy and after various dif- 
trefles, was noW returned to claim his do- 
minions, ufurped by Lewis * . 

This impoflor bore fome natural rc- 
lemblance to the Margrave, and the poft 
he had enjoyed affording opportunities of 
obferving him, he had acquired many of 
his peculiarities, which contributed to im- 
pofe on the cbmmon people. The Dukes 
of Saxony and Meckknburgb^ and the 
Prince of Anhak^ who were at enmity 
with Lewis, took advantage of this op- 
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portunity, and fufi^rted the caufe of the 
impoftor. ' 

Waldmar King of Denmariy brother- 
in-law, and friend to Lewisy loft no 
tune in going to his ai£flance. He equip*^ 
ped a ftrong fleet, and made a defcent on 
the territory of the Duke of Mecklenbtirgb^ ^ j^ 
which he ravaged in a very mercilefe man- 1349 
ncr. From thence he carried* the fame 
4eftrudion into Pomerania^ and took by 
ilorm the town of Stargard^. • 

The Duke of MeckJenburghy in order 
to repel fo formidable an invader, alTem^ 
bled all his troops, and invefted Stargard^ 
The King's forces were not fufficient to 
give him battle, and he found himfelf too '^ 

clofely ibcfieged to efcape out of the town, 
which was {o ill fortified, that it could 
not long refift the vigorous attacks of the 
enemy. In diis diflrei^ the King was 
feafonably relieved by the Margrave's bro- 
ther, who haflcncd to his affiftance with 
what troops he .could raife* 

The Duke of Meckknburgb did not 
wait t9 be attacked ; he raifed the iieg^, 

• Mturftus, 

and 
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, and marched againft the Princfe of Bran^ 
denburgby whom he defeated ; and . Jcilled 
or took prifoners the grcateft part of his 
amiy; it was even with extreme diffi- 
culty the Prince himfelf efcaped falling 
into his hands *. 

Though the Prince of Brandenburg^^ 
•' army was deftroyed, yet he effeded his 
purpofe; for as foon as the Duke of 
Meckknburgh raifed the fiege of Stargard^ 
the King of Denmark evacuated the place; 
and marching into Mecklenburgb^ again 
made it feel the cruel effedifs of his enmi- 
ty. He pillaged feveral cities, and being 
ftrengthened by fome auxiliaries, laid fiege 
to the city of Berlin^ which had like- 
wife engaged in the impoftor's caufe. 

The Dukes of Meckknburgh purfued 
the King, who at their approach raifed 
the fiege of Berliny and offered them bat- 
tle. The Dukes ranged their troops, in 
order to accept it, and each fide was re^idy 
to engage, when fome of the principal 
nobles in both armies propofed, that to 
avoid the effufion of iijore blood, fome 

* Ibii 

means 
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ineans of acccAnc^od^tkm ifhould be fought 
Tim w^ .agreed to by each party, and 
the King, of Siio^n was appointed utn* 
pire. 

The King of ^w^^i^^'s. arbitration wa* 
juccefsful, and :peace M^as concluded; on 
coiiditipn> that the Margrave of Brani^ 
denburgh fho\ik} ranfpm the priibners taken 
by the Dukes of Meekknburgb ^^ releaie 
£rom their oath of allegiance fome towns 
which had formerly been contained in 
Wandaliuy and elpoufe htgeburga^ daugh- 
ter to jilberty Duke of Mecklenburgb^ 
The reft of the allies on each fide were 
alio included in the peace^« 

The King of Denmark^ defirous of pre- 
fer ving the friendfhip of the German^vrnxxSi 
and alfo of promoting a general harmony, 
invited them to a toumamenti which he 
defigned to exhibit at Lubed He there^ 
in the midft of mirth and feftivity, recon- 
ciled ibme little differences which ilill 
fubfifted between them ; and the prelimi- 
naries of a marriage were fettled between A' D- 
Hen:y^ fon to Albert of Meckknburgby and '^S^ 

♦ Ibid. 
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H^iigr^y dMg^t^OdK'KlAg of i>M> 
iHtf^ii. llie Priilcds «7a» that 4iut tiarist 
]r«ars eld; but it Was agraedj^itt Ae&ottid 
be educated by the dutcfaefs of MuUm* 
hirgbi modier to jSS^i^ dll OxtvrAdkV' 
lii^geablfe; tb«t JIF^>J^i^M«r:fkotiidcgiv<e wllil 
ber 6x tfaofti^ mak-kt c(f '-fitfer^Vtibd 4^9 
the towns ^ RtMfast K^titpevAkSy ixA tif- 
4fft vrith thiik' d^ndancks^ jflaottld b^ af- 
%i«d tiy ^ young Prinerfs for her joi*^ 
tiirc*. 

in Ac year 1352, the Dtifccs of iJftttw 
CA fbkxie flight ^ecencte decla)ped vviir 
againft iJie 0okc of Meckkf^ur^; <A 
which the Rkig of Detimmtk^ MikhA to 
hb friend ia:tt^ ally, led aa army to his af- 
fifdibce. The l>akes of iSft^it, Ikde ii^ 
elined to ceii^end it^kh a Prince, ^vbo hf 
fb})owerfdl tfi ausdfiary \^ feec^ome gveal^ 
their fuperior, rather thofe to make JSRa/- 
detifar their arbitrator thstn thck enem;^ 
and l^ his good offices a |f)eace vms efta* 
biUhed.^ 

Noiwidiftandittg Ae King of -D«te»nPi 
gjtnerpfity, i*e find Aat fix years after he 

♦ Ibid. . • 
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hmiteaicpoi^Jam^&fft^ to theDcilGe 

<if ilfi^iil^fl^^ engagod in 

w aUiam» >i«abb ^di6 f&ing of iSa^iriir 
«^t^ him v* ^ 'i^^r^^9 hfti^ lieft n* 
HI ike^iiarkisis. Jo ^iie dactfea lif dik rap^ 
mie. WifJdimar made fuch |)oWerfvit' pre^ 
pararions againO: thefe combined enemies, 
Aat dimr thought it not ieKlviridt)Ie to |>tuv 
file their fiifenUQos^ In the 'latter- end 
rf the yor, the. Duke ^efolvetf to in- 
Tade Zealand^ but finding the pkce too 
wdl prepared to iteeive hiin, he engaged 
the Diri^ f^f Statin to negotiate his peace 
with H^aidemar^ Which wag effefted wkh- 
Mttnoch (tifficulty. - * * 

. This good agrcement was, howevw, a. D. 
of ihort 4uration; for iSie next year the 1359 
^rls of Ho^in prevs^led widi Ae Duke . 
of Mfdkniurgk to aflift diem in a war 
diey had ccnnmenced widi Denmark: 
1^ Duke, in confequence of this aUi- 
aDce^ fitted out a confiderable fleet, and 
coounanded in perfon the troops on board. 
He made a d^ibent on die iile b£ Fknia^ 
aod after having taken po^feffion of it> 

• Ibid. 
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j»(|4. (^Aroycd d)e vHlagos; be ieiised the 
^King's (hip» which l^y 9t: anchor tb€ii4 
and carried thetn aj^ay^ wkh^ many pdt* 
A. p. iqnf rs. A peace togk plftce i^ follow^ 
1306 iqg yeaTj, but qq true amity. wa& ^eftar 
biiihei. 

A war fooQ after breaking cot: (between 
ITaldemar and the Hans towns, l^e latter 
prevailed with the King of N^mm^^ d^ 
Duke of Meckleniurghy .Henry: Ci^nt^c^ 
Hoyiein^ and fome other Pfin^e^, tojcja 
them. They gave the command of tiMr 
fleet to the Count of Hslflem^ who ^ 
ting iail with the allied troc^s, landed at 
Copenhagen^ took the citadel, and focoi 
beconiing mafter of the town,pillaged it*- 
Frpm thence they failed to Vklfii^^mrgh^ 
but though they attacked it vjgoroufly, 
ypt their endeavours were fruftf^d by 
WaUemar\ who, afto: deftroying a cofiil- 
derable fleet, eqait>ped by the city i&Lu^ 
iecy^ marched towards Heyinglmrgh ; and his 
approach fo much alarmed the befiega:s» 
that they retired with, fi>m9 preqipitalian^ 

' • Ibid. ' • ' ■ 
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• 'they ibbh se^r hiid {legeHo ff^arJing- 
^rgkyhMtvrith ho better fifccefs :- thcgaf- 
rMbn j' in a fally, deftroyed fo great a nurrt-] 
her of th6 allied army, that the ^ Count 
proniifed to raife the* fiege, irthe befie^ed 
would reftorfe the prifoiiers they had taken? 
Tiis condition was rfeadily" performed*: but 
the Count having, in the' mean time, re-' 
ceived a reinforcement, unmindful of his •** 
engagement, renewed his attack with re* 
doubfed vigour. On which the commander, 
defirous of rendering him fenfible of the ill 
efFedts of his treachery, feigned to be re- 
duced to the laft extremity, arid defired 
the Count to depute fome officers, into 
whofe hands he might with honour de- 
liver the keys of the place. ^ 
. The Count, ready to believe fo agree- 
able a circumftance, fent fcftne of his chief 
QfHcers into the town ; where the com- 
mander, pretending to fulfil his promife, 
gave up the keys, and iiiimediately sAer 
caufed the officers to be feized and led tb 
prifon. The Count, difappointed of his 
hopes, and convinced of his error in break- 
ing his word, found it neccflary to raife 
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the fiego of a town wKich he Jiad Ktdei 
expe^tipn of conquering ; and. quittfcd an 
enterprise, wherein he had caft a greater 
blemiih on his honour, than on hisx:oarage^ 
The Princes, ait«r fuch a train of iiyfuc-- 
cefs, thought it adviiable to make peace, 
DOT was the Kmg of Denmark averie to 
. it He had, in partkular, a conference 
with JlBert Duke of Meckkf^urgh ahd 
his three fons Htnrjy jilhert^ . and Magma ^ 
wherein he made the lafl: payment of the 
fortune of his daughter, whom he had 
A*~D S^^^ ^ marriage to Henry ^. 
136a Magnui^ King oiSwedeHy hf marrying 
his ion Haqmn to Margaret ^ daughter to 
the Ky^g of Denmarky in oppofition to 
the defires of his fubjcAs, and the pro- 
miies he had made them to die contrary, 
complcated tbcifaYerficin to him. He had 
before not only confented to that Prince's 
efpOufing Elizabetby fifter to die Earl of ' 
HoSkin, but had Agreed, diat if be M 
not complete that engagemisnt, his fub^ 
jt&s (fabuld be at full liberQr to withdraw 

their 
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E|«l.Q<Jthatbroa«*.. , ,, ". ^.,,.^ 
. Jl^ cIj^ was po idlf? n*?nicci Ssf^ 

^ 9f- Pmmarky t^jey put if:, in ^xecu^i^ 
a^ lent #ja ofcr of ^« <7Pivfl tp , jff«^ 

X,!^ Prince, jyl^ajci age a%4 ff3«pi?ri?ncf 

W ^^f ni,der^ . wife, ^4 ip wh<»P year? 
had pooled the i^rc of vaji^ aipbi^ipn, w^^ 
little ipdiij«4 tQ inyolyfi the /hgrt rpniaip- 
4<|f qf life which mPAVP wq^ld saiow hm* 
in (o in«»y trwhks a« iniift ^t |ha| tiin§ 
^. » ^. .tee of a King of Sw^f 
Reigning over a turbulent people had kw 
charmG fpr a man, who was already the 
Sovereign of a more iUbmiiHye, though- a 
lefs extqnfivo ilats. He thanked the iSwAii?^ 
ifor the gr<^ honour thfl|r jbad defigned 
him,. but cxeufing himfeifon his advanced 
taat, recommended -to their dioice his 
coufin jfHerti Canto thf Puke ot M^cklmy. 

iurib. . ...■, ,,,', .-, .,,_ '..;. 

The JSwedex yidded . tpWa reconupeij- 
datiofl, and offered the orown Xa ^ieriff j 

. , :, L 4 who 
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dant cares; His mother v/a^ Mkt te Kinj^ 
Ma^a^S tkelrefofe/ if . tkt^ iPrbee aiid 

Mcsned to'-yi7<^. Tome rigfk tb ftux:^edi> 

They c»ndu€bed hUni intb th^ i^ of Go^ 

imy/j where they {MX)cIaiihed httii Km%* 

fe it&i place the'Diike oVMiekUfiAuti^h^ 

j&ther to .<4J1^/ repdred to th^lai wk& ft 

£cet fufficient to attack Stockbdtny Whkh 

yielded after a moderate fefiAftnce; die ci^ 

tizens being little inclined to fight itl ^ 

caufe of a King, who had rendei-ed hkn-? 

felf the obje€t both of th^ir contempt jtod 

hatred. 

Thou^ J^hert had the name, he had 

yet by no means the power of a King. 

Magnus ^\ retained a formidable party iQ. 

the kingdom, among fudx as prefored 

preieht and known evils to th^ iwc^il^uii 

and calamitous events of a civil war. W^lr 

demar was alfq : in- poOeifion ^f Um^ for- 

treflTejs in Sw^deji^ .^ Magmiy^^^. aflUred 

of all the afiiftance that PrijtctEi and. the 

King of Norway could give him; the lat-? 

|cr was his fon, and he 'hkd fecured Walrt 

demap 
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4imm B^ JMs ii$t0rcft, V^^ to him 

Bnm «f :^i twritoryi W: imaaj^ of: ths 
r%hts o£ S'mdm..^ With i^ aiouliadiis 
|fimi£bed:kiinr by di^ Prince^ Magnm, 
di¥i hM iim JS0f»iif^ King i^< N^noay^ <ad^ 
vaii«d a$ % a$ the pixftjrific^ , of Upfal^ 
and es;pe^ed by a d^ilive bi^tk to bavi^' 
reduced ^i^' to reUnquUh his ambitioi^ 
l^c^^e^ ; But the .'fortune of the day de-^ 
clarisd agiunft him- ^ His army w^ routed 
hi^ ion wounded), and bim^blf t^ken pri«- 

. Allwt&^B^ (1^ KiQg under the care of 
a iboi^ giitard lo the caftle of Stockbolmi 
and endeavoured to re^ the ' advantage of 
\m vi^t^y, by Teducing all the caftles 
which were ftUl pofleiTed by Magnus*^ ad«- 
HcBent^: but he found this a very tedious 
enterprize. The Kings of Denmark and 
Norw^ fent fuch continual recruits to the 
garrifoas, and were fo watchful to takt 
cf cry importunity of relieving thq;n, that 
Attert made bi|t very little ptogrefs in his 
ixnderttking. . - 

This 
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^ ptevaiied with his fon^ j^Siert^.Kingof 

StveJerij to enter into dn^ alliance^; and a 

mutual agreement was di^wn op, by \^hich 

vr^s regulstibed, what parts oi Denfhari 

fbdoki he appropriated to eacfaj ^very one 

^ allotting to hindelf thofe province^ which 

were moft conveniently fitcuttod for him. - 

U^aidemar\ courage failed hiQii whm 

he beheld the concourie of enemies widi 

which his decline of life was direatened^ 

and fearing to lofe in his old age^ the orovm 

A. D. whidb his youthful labours- had procured 

1369 and preferved, he fled the ftorm that was 

gathering round him, and widi a' pufiila-^ 

\ niaii^ which ill correiponded with his 

firmer a&ions, abandoned his kingdom^ 

and wen* to Rome *, under colour of per- 

forming a vow he had made of going in 

pilgrimage to the holy fee. He conunitted 

tp the Senators the government of Ac 

flate during his abfence^ and commiflioned 

them to conclude a peace on almofl: any 

terms ; flattering hin^eL^ that ihowever 

diihonourable it irlight be^ it would not 
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reflcA idfalny^ ^ himy a^ lot fliould: have ^ 
tid^Jhaiid^ifi cbncluding it. - : . 

Tfae^ King's afafence favcmmd the arms 
of the confederates: they^feisDedthe greateft 
part of Denmark -ihjos :abandoned to them, 
wh3e the Senate buiied icfelf in propdlals 
of peace, infiead of taidng meafures to 
o^Kife the. idvadera, - But Waldemar had 
m<« .&« « hi. l^nds d«n wa, «,«i- ^ ^ 
lite for his pd^magc; he therefore went 13^0 
to the Emperor, and reprefenting the dif<* 
trefled condition to ^ whidh he was re- 
duced, implored his affiflance* That 
Mon^ch recommended his intereft to the 
MargKive of Af/)?/w, the Duke of Stettin^ 
and the Count of Holftein^ requcfting them 
to 'ufcw their utmofl endeavours to rcftore 
hini to his kingdom. 

It appears, that Waldemar conceived no 
great hopes of efFedtual affiftance from 
thcfe Princes, fince he applied to other 
powers y and . indeed what fervice can a 
man who abandons himfelf, reaibnably 
exped: from others* He particularly ient 
Ambaffadof s to the Pope, who were com- 
miffioned to entreat him to ule his au- 
thority. 
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appqifing tlK trottblfe in JleKMKmi; b^ 
the pMie excuftd. Umifiif frqpoi it&tHMed- 
lin^ m an a&ir ndbecein }» <3Mld JbcMio 
competent )udge»Jb6 iiasridg jM»rd!b«t,Qiie 

HOC* .s > ' 4 ■ . / . <i»-| 

Whm the nohtes.i^f ^i<d^ W. , updcn^ 
flood the $ttifwer.hia Hoiimfc had j rc to up d j^ 
^y deputed ibme perfons to him, >with 
orders to explain the motives of their pro* 
ceedings^ and thefe deputies leprefe^ted 
the ooniederates in io good a Ii^» that die 
Pope charged them with n letter far the 
Kiftg, wherein his Hotinefi exhorted him,' 
^^ Totchange his icftle(s temper into tran-^ 
^ quiUty of fpirit, and Ins vkltcDce.ihto 
^^ gentlenefsi'VMenacing him with excom*: 
munication if he did not c6rre6E his had[ 
di^ofitions. 

Waidemarh pride could ill bear a tetter 
conceived in, fudh haughty terms^ and. 
wrote an anfwer upon the fpot, that did! 
but little corrcfpond with that fervrtit piety^^ 
to which her hopdd the Worfd wciuld at-~ 
tribute his mxrfk uixfeaibnftble pilgrimage:' 
The whole contents were as fc^qw;.: 
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#%iliihMn Kn% q£ the l^Mefy QtO^ and' 

: *;lHcait3i--^-^My fffc f te^vei from 
** -ddd } iiiy ^trtWvA Item my ful^jefts j 
**'my weitkh :fit)i«i my aneefloK • from 
•* yotir i>red«ccflbrs I hoM only my fiiith, 
** janl'if ydtf'atteifept td tsifce advantage of 
« it, Ilier^byrrfloreittolybu. Adieu*.*. , 

The ipirk cxprefTed ia this concife epljf- 
tle^ deterred the iPope froipL engaging with 
a Prince, whom he could not expeft to 
influence by nieans, whi6h if fuperftition 
did npt clo^th with terrors, muft prove 
totally unavailing : he therefore concerned 
hitnfeir no farther in the aJFair. 

The Grand Marfhal of Jbenmark exerted 
hlnafelf to much Better purpole. He con- 
nived, notwithftaiiding the general en- 
gagement into which the confederates had 
entered, to commence a feparate treaty. 
IJe faw no hetto? means of faving the 
kingjlonv th^ to weaken the confederate 
forces bycUfwutio^ and s^dhiated by 

this view, l>e kmvr oot wl^ere to addrefs 
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himfelf <e> wtM m to die JItoif towns V fi)| 
he was l«idn>le, d)*t ifeiercan^e peopki 
ape apt to prefer pecimiary iottrafti ,Mt ai 
point of honour* The Qnnd MaxOoA ^a{^ 
figned 0¥er to the Hams tcmuB the cities dT 
I^IJingburgby Midtmg^y Scamty and #^/^ 

^fr^, for fifleen ytars; advantages more 
than equiraleot to what tfaejr could have ' 
hoped from a omtinuance of the war, 
fince all the parties concerned in it "were 
equally watchful for their own interefts. 

By this treaty, Dennuirk was delivered 
from its invaders : the enemies loft much 
of their ftrength by the de£b6Hon of the 
Hans towns, whofe power, at fea rendered 
their afliftance . peculiarly necefiary, in an 

• attempt on Denmark ; and fuch a breach 
of faith gave birth to fuj^icions in the . 
minds of the confederates ; they knew not 
how to truft each other; for the Hans 
towns had fbewn them how little depcn- 
dance can be had on the moft folemn en- 
gagements. They withdrew therefore tibeir 
troops froni Denmark^ and Waldemar ven- 
tured to return mto his kingdom. 

The 
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^ (The Duke ,of Midkiefiiurgb fitmnd j^^' 
fibiemt^ ^mployiiMnit fbt his armi^ mx th^. 
•fi^agcs^ he gaye to 4iif ^ the Kmg of 
Sweikn, iHofuifi enttt^d the kingdom at 
^ head 6f« £> ^powerful tn army, that 
.^^rf was obliged to quit the field: vrhm' 
Mof^'nyB^mg, no enemy who dared to 
«3Gouiiter him, would no& wafte his forces 
on a triflinig enterprisse, bu^ laid fiege to 
Stocidnibn. jilh^rt had pkced a ftrong 
garrifon m the town, aiid the citizens, by 
usadily admitting that Prince^ had rendered 
themfelves fo obnoxious to the King o5 
Norway thait they couM not but be very 
unwilling to fall into his hands. To reduce- 
a town thus defended was no finall under-^ 
tat^ng. sHaquin endeavoured to take it by 
ilorm, but after feveral long and unfuc-* 
ceisful attempts, both parties found it ad-- 
vifahle to enter into a negociation, which 
ended in a treaty of peace ; wherein it was 
ftipulated, that Magniis {hould be relea&d 
on paying twelve thoufand marks for his 
ranfom; that he £hould yield the. king«- 
d6m of Sweditty and hii tjitle tp the pro*^ 
vince of Sc^ia to Jilberti pafs the re* 

M maUider 
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maind^r of faifilife in IVbrfMy^ and enjoy 
tbf icvowes adifing fron H^^Gotbia^ aikl 
the provinces of WirmUmd and Dulu^. 
Sixiy nebkimcii were furelies for the ]per- 
formaace of this 9gn&ment^ whoo^ged, 
ia €a& of aAy Sulure oo Al^^wtf 'd pat^ 
to ^render themfidlyes as pcifeners toKkxg 
JUbert. A penti^ whidi they never had 
occaficm to pay ; £y itf^igm^ txmtinued la 
Norway^ till fae Wat accklently drowned 
in pafiiog the fond at &mef^prt. 

The Duke ef JMisrjb!f»fof^ thoi^ 
^uch advanced in yearfl^ had not outjived 
his ani^bitioa. One of his ions ^t^ already 
Kjiog QiSweJen^ and his girandTon by Henry 
90ii hdilbit^^ was lawful heir to the 
kingd^m^ q£ Dmmmri^ to be the £dher 
and pmdfather of two fuch powedid 
M<maKh4» was « chatai whidbt lus age 
coold not rd[ift» WaUemar^ Kiagof Dm* 
M^i, whodiddont^tvmity^MhofOr- 
t^ker^ in th* yew: 1375^ left no njale iffue. 
liis eldeft diog^r Jngeburgu had lieeii 
masritd 10 Sbmy oi MecHgnbur^^ by 
virhom (he had a fim samed .Mert. ¥k 
younger dattghtcr Margaret, as we have al- 
ready 
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ready montipiied, ^)ou&d Haqutn^ King of 
Norm^f and boreHm a iba named Olaus. 
As foon a$ Waidetnar died, Margaret 
prevailed witk die Danes to acknowledge 
her icmi then an iniant^ for their King^, 
^nd herfelf forhisguardian^ and cheprotec- 
treis o£ the ftate. The Duke oiMeckien^ 
burgh complained of the injuitice done hif 
grandfon, and levied a powerful army to 
aflert the young Alberfs right : the King 
of Sweden Xiksvf^it ei^oufed the intereft 
of his nephew, and agreed to unite hi$ 
forces with his father's s but his fleet was 
in a great meaiure deAroyed by a tempeft^ 
and moid: of his vefiels wrecked^ which 
rendereii them enable to join in the enter- _ 

• AD 

prize, and he was obliged to return into j^^^ ' 
SwenUn -f . 

This event was fb great a diiappoint- 
ment to the Duke» that he agreed with 
Margaret to refer his caufe to arbitration; 
promifing to acquieice in the judgment 
of the umpires. Their determination vwis, 
that the young OlauSy and Margaret his 
j(apther, fhould poflefa the kingdom of 

• IbM. Meurfm. t It>id, 
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Denmark*^ that Albert fhould prefer ve his 
right to the crown, without its being in 
any manner invalidated by the eleftion of 
Olaus', and that he fhould inherit fuch part 
of his grandfather's fucceffion, as the Mar- 
grave of Mifnia fhould judge due to him. 
Before this agreement was figned, the old 
A. D. Duke died, an^ his grandfon furviving him 
^380 but a fhort time, Olaus had no longer any 
^ competitor. He foon after afcended alio 
the throne of Norway^ vacant by the death 
of Haquin his fatherr 

Albert had by Euphemiay his ftrft wife, 
fifler to Magnus Smeck, King of Sweden, 
Albert II. three fons, Albert King of Sweden, Mag^ 
Henry, nus the Firfl, and Henry Sufpenfor, both 
Dukes of Mecklenburgh ; and two daugh- 
ters, Anne wife to Adolphus tTie Seventh, 
Count oiHolJiein, and Ingeburga, firfl mar- 
ried to "^ohn the Fourth, Eleftdt of Bran^ 
denburghy and afterwards to Lewis the Ro^ 
man, Eledtor of Brandenburgh, fon to the 
Emperor Lewis. 

Albert, King of Sweden, taking advan* 
tage of the abfence of Olaus, who was 
detained in Norway to perform the funei-al 

cere- 
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Hiwy had ia long been allied, and v^u 
now more clofdy ccmnefted, by being 
tnrother to their King, vt26 to them an 
infurmoiintable objedion againft raifing 
him to the Danijh throne. On the other 
hand, Mdrgaret had condiufted herfelf 
ib well during her regency, and vnih {o 
much art attached the principal perfiuis of 
both kingdoms to her intereft, that fhe 
was acknowledged Sovereign in each'^. 

The Norwegians foon' grew, in fbme 
meafure, diilatisiied at being governed by 
a woman; and by one alfo, who having 
no children to fucceed her, would at her 
death, leave the ftate in the confuiion, 
which muffl, in an hereditary kingdom, 
arife from the want of a lawful iuccefibr: 
they, on this account, preffed her to mar-* 
ry; but (he was not much inclined to give 
into the hands of another, the powerxwhidi 
0xe fo well knew how to ufe: however, to 
calm their difcontents, (he offered to ap^ 
point a fucceflbr; defiring them to name 
the perfoh whom they thought beftintitted 
to the crowii after her deceafc. 



♦ Psntanus^ Meurftus. 



The 



X' -^' f • 



MECKLENBURGR 167 

! 
The ftates anfwered^ That the chil« i 

drcn of fVratiJUs the Scv^th, Duke of ' 

Pmerania^ by Mary^ the daughter of 

J&7uy Duke of M^ckkidmrgb and /;i^^ 

^^a, were tfee undoubted hetrs; and they 

kft to her the choke of the Prince inrhdch 

in that hxxsSly (he moft appfored. Eric^% 

youth was hia gceatcft secomomendation^ 

and (he preferred hm\y becsnsie it would 

be many years be£bie he could become a 

dangerous competitor. The Duke of Pt*- 

nursma could fiot refufe fuch exaltation^ 

and according to the Qijeen^s tiefire^ fent 

hia fon into Dif;iM^ri. | 

Uenty oS Mtcikmiurgk did not find iff 

)iis gnmdfon^s good £brtum any confbla* 

tbn for his own dtfiippointinent. He ar« 

dently wifhed to be revenged fcr the i^^ 

fiont put upon him;, and A^irgar^t, by 

afiueoing the title of Qj^en of Sweden^ , 

bad given fuch umbrage .to Aiiert, diat 

he readily concurred in his brother's views« j' gg* \ 

They joint^ dedaied war ^ainft Marga^ 

ntj Md defpifing her on account of lier 

fex, judged her an eafy conqueft. jilkert 

and Margaret had a verbal war} they la- 

M 4 viflied 
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vifhed witticifms on each odier, which 
were fuited to the groflhefs of the age, 
and did as little honour ,to their delicacy, 
as to their underftanding*; but ferved to 
add private pique and perfonal hatred to 
political oppofition. This temper of mind 
incited them to profecutc with more vi*- 
gour, a war, to which ambition firft gave 
rife. Margaret was affiled by the Prince 
of Pomerania ;. and was miftrefs of the 
joint forces of Denmark and Norway ^ but 
might not have proved too powerful an 
adverfery for the King df Sweden^ and his 
brother the Duke of Meckknburgby had 
tiot Albert created more formidable ene- 
mies in his own kingdom, by opprefling 
his fubjedls, and introducing foreigners into 
the greateft offices in the ftate ^ . 

Margaret encreafed the difcohtent of 
the Swedes by every art, and found it not 
much 'more difficult to gain their favoiu", 
than to procure the eftcem of the Danes 
and Norwegians. The malecontents de- 
puted fome of their chiefs to reprefcnt their 
^ievances, and a(k aid of ikfor^^r^/, fine© 

♦ Ibid, t Puffmkrf. 
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they were determined to oppofe dieir King 
by force, who was not to be influenced by 
any remonftrances. Margaret^ whofe great 
ambition was to unite under her fway the 
three northern kingdoms, remained, fteady 
to her purpofe, and would'not grant them 
the aiMance they fued for on an uncer* 
tain profpe€k of advantage ; (he therefore 
replied, That, " as fhe could not under- 
^* take their defenos without hazarding 
*' two crowns, ihe expected to be recom-* 
^* penced for the danger' to which Ihe 
" mull expofc herfelf, by a certainty of 
** acquiring a third, if fhe aflifted them 
*' efFedually/' The Swedes vftrt not much 
pleafed with the terms jQie required, but 
as her aid was neceiSary to fecure them 
from jUberfs vengeance, who was well 
acquainted with their pra<3ices, they found 
it advifable to comply with her- demands, 
^d purchafe her protcftion on any condi-. 
tions : they accordingly promifed her the 
crown *> which was the objedt of her 
wifhes. This engagement was followed 
by the defedion of a great part of the king- 

♦ Ibid, Miurftus, 
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dom of Swedefij who renounced their al^ 
kgiance to Albert y and acknowledged Mar* 
garet for their Sovereign. 

This turn in Albert^ afiairs akrmed hira \ 
be fo^ht, and obtained the alliance of Bu^ 
giflaus Duke of Stargard his coi^ ; with 
that of the Counts of Ho^eit^ and io»it 
other German Princes; befidcs hia nepheWi 
. John of Meekknburgby who» on the death 
of his &thcr Magma and node Hemjy 
hanging focceedcd to that dutchy, was at- 
tached to his interefi. To procure mo* 
ncy lor die fupport of die army he had 
raifed, he mortgaged the iile of Ceth^ 
land to the Grand Ma£ter of the Teu^ 
tame Knights, lor a confiderabk iom. 
1*388* As Alberty in the diCconteated ftate of 
his kingdoofi, knew not where to gain s 
frefli fappty of money when dns was fpen^ 
nodiing could reduce him into greata: diff 
iicukies diaa prolemging the war^ h^i 
dierefore^ to bring it to a {pesAy iShCy 
fcnt a fort of challenge to Margaret^ i& 
viting her to give him battk on St* Jkfirf^ 
thixif^ day, on a plain near Falk^pit^. The 

Queen 
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Queen accepted the defiance, 2nd the two 
armies engaged accsordingly* 

Each fcnj^ht with extreme valour, and 
great flau^ter enfoed, but at length vifto 
ry declared on the fide of the X>anes; and 
great numbers of their enetnics were ilain; 
but what proved rooft welcome to the 
conqueror, the King of Svotden and his 
fbn, the Count of Hoiftein^ with many 
perfons of the firft confideration in the 
SwedifivLtmyj were taken prifoners*. Jll^ 
J^rts and Etic his ibo, wtnc thrown into 
prifbn, where they wcce kept in clofe 
confinement* 

The greateft part of Ae Swedeiy who 
had continued obedient to ABerf, refofed 
to acknowledge Margaret fcr their C^cen, 
dcu^aring^ it inconfiftent with their honour, 
tt^ £brb£btnte another Sovereign in the place 
of dieit captive King, iince the kws had 
not dcpofed him ,5 and therefore diey de- 
sired ietthng the conteft for the throne 
while he remaiiied in priibn : a plauiible ' 
pretence for delaying their fiibmiflion to a 
yma% to* whom th^ were unwilling to 

• IbW. Puffmdirff, 
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give the crown. This prevented her being 
duly acknowledged; for -^/J^rf's adherents 
iHll poffefled the town of Stockholm, and 
fome other places of confequence. We may 
reafonably attribute this proceeding, rather 
to their diflikc to Margaret, than to their 
attachment to Albert y fince it was the only 
proof they gave of their regard for him, for 
they made no effort to procure him his li- 
berty. Their German allies accufed them 
of perfidy and cowardice on this account ; 
to which they replied, " That they were 
not bound to ♦procure his releafe from 
prifon, fince it was not by their advice 
*< diat he had taken arms, or given battle 
" to the Danes ; but, that the Germans^ 
" who had been the fole authors pf the 
*' war, and the caufe of all his misfbr- 
** tunes, ought to ufe their beft endeavours 
" to extricate him out of the difbefs where- 
** in they had involved him/' The Oer^ 
mam did not feck to be exempt fi-om- this 
duty ; they wifhed the Swedes would have 
ihared it with them, but were not dif- 
couraged by the backwardnefs of others. ' 

The 
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The Duke of Mecklenburgb^ and the ci- 
ties of Rofiock and Wifmar^ levied an army, 
which the Duke commanded. The fleet 
wherein they were eml;)arked was difperfed 
by a tenipeft in its way to Stoekbohny but 
the Duke gathered his /cattered ihips to- 
.gether, and ftill proceeded to the city, which 
was then befieged by the Danes and Swe^ 
dijh malecontents. He landed his troops, 
and found the town in great diforder, more 
diftrefled by private diflfentions than by the 
Befiegers. There w^s in it a ftrong garriibn 
oi Germans ; but a mutual hatred fubfiiled * 
between thenl arid the citizens, who were 
often accufed by the garrifon of holding 
a treacherous^ correfpondence with Queen 
Margaret \ a fadt the more probable, as the 
miferies they fuiFered muft incline them 
to fecure her protedlion \ for they could not 
be ia the hands of more mercilefs enemies 
than the Germamy who, upon accufations 
true or falfe, put many of them to the 
torture, to difcover their accomplices in 
the confpiracies with which they were 
charged. 

Their 
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Their ccC]|irocal anifndilks rode fd high, 
thiit each fide at laft took anm, ud a bac<» 
tie wouki ha?e c^oed, luid Acft the Go- 
venior of iAic caftle and the Senaf»ti ex- 
erted their istmoft power and kxftuence 
to reconcik them. They prevailed with 
them to Iwcar, .« They would hidiMiy 
«^ unite in one intereft, Md no bi^er 
^< infult each other; and that if ^ male** 
^ Gcmtents wei?e iuccc&fiil, the citizens 
^ fiioold not iHiBkt the garnfon to be ^ 
<< treated, nor the garrifoo pecnut the drd* 
^ zens to be injuied, if the King's party 
^^ gained the fUperiority/* This recoiid- 
liation did not kmg fubfift, ^ gamfon 
fi)on after afitmbled ^ Senators and 
principal citia;eKi8> under pretence of har^ 
ing fome a&ir o£ co«ifeqoenoe to dSop to 
their coniideration« When they arrived, 
a Sft was read of peribm acadedof ttea«- 
ion; the ^rateft part of whom were &k^ 
ed,. and put to the toctore^ in fo cruel a 
manner, that £>me of them eiqpired m^ 
derdieir torments, and thofe who iUrvivcd, 
being (hut up in a houfe, to which the 
garrifcn fet fire, were cpnfumed with it- 
It 
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It was juft tfttt this dreadful maflacre, 
that Duke John of Meckknhurgb arrived. 
He provided tide town vrsAi fuch a fupply 
of ftmmttAition and provifi ons as would Suf- 
fice the inhabitants for a confiderable time; 
and then Jeating the citjr, laid wafte the 
country around it. As if the miferics already 
cccdioncd by the war, were too flight a 
punifhment fbt his enemies, he publiflied 
a proclamation at fVifmar and Rojiock^ 
whereby he promifed free accefs to his 
portSTdtid powerful prote<a:ion to all, who 
fhoald be inclined to annoy by fea, or 
land, aay of the three northern king- 
doms. Hence the Baltic was^ in a very 
ihort time covered with pirates, who, 
uniting ih tompanies, corripofed feveral 
formidable fleets, wherewith they ravaged 
the x:oafb of thofe kingdoms, which were 
given up to Acm by the Dtike of Meek- 
knhurgb'y who required no crther recom- 
pence than that tliey fhould conftantly 
fupply tfce city of Stockholm with provi- 
fions. It was oft account of this condition 
that they affomed the name of Purveyors. 

This fet of people at length grew fo pow- 
erful. 
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erfii), that they equally {>kindered fritsnds 
and enemies; and after the ccmcttifion (Sf 
the war, the Hans toW^s^iOKl great di^ 
ficulty in exterminating fo eftabliihdd a 
band of pirates. 
. j^ Sweden continued in this wretched con* 
1394. dition till the jrear 1394, when all parties 
feemed weary of a war> wherein neither 
fide obtained any confideraUe advantagej 
while the kingdom endured the utmoft er- 
cefs of mifery. At length a treaty was con-^ 
eluded by the Duke of Mecklenburgh^ 
his allies, and Queen Margaret in perfon, 
wherein it was agreed. That King jiJbert 
and the Prince his fon^ (hould be reftored 
to liberty^ on condition, that in three years 
they fhould renounce all pretenfions to 
the crown of Swedeny or deliver them-- 
feives up to be again imprifoned. The 
Hans towns were guarantees of the treaty, 
and engaged, in cafe of non-performance, 
^ . to pay fixty thoufand ntiarks. A fufpen- 
fion of arms and free commerce wta^e 
agreed upon for three years, during which 
time the city of Stockhalm was to renlaiii 
in the poffeffion of the ^a^s towns, to 
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lecttre tQ tfaem tl^ &sty thoafaod mzxks 
which they obliged ., th^mlblves to pay,, if 
King jil^rt violated the treaty*. 

The QiKi^ requtn&d aifo a large fum for 
the K-ing's ranipm; but the dutchy of 
Msckkniwgb was £0 exh^uiled by this 
long war, ,that it was difficult to raife it 
hx this emergency, the ladies giave a Aroi^ 
proof of their generoiity and loyal attach^ 
ment to their Sovereign, by felling their 
jewels and ornaments, and even the qioft 
valuable part of their apparel, to compleat ' > 
the fum. An adrion Albert afterwards re- 
compenced by a law, which rendered the 
daughters of the nobility capable of fuc- 
ceeding to the lands held as fiefs of the 
Sovereign. As foon as this treaty was 
figned, Albert returned into Mecklenburgb^ 
and reigned, as was ufual in the German 
principalities, jointly with his nephew. 
He had fat on the throne of 5'Z£;^^jf« twenty* 
three years, and was fo little difpofed to 
relinquifh the hopes erf" repofTefling it, that 
he chofe rather to pay the fixty thouiand 
Riarks, than to refign the city oi Stockholm ^ 

* Ibid. Meurjiuu 
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I3n wesA into Pn{^ to nCjgoGklr iii f^ 
{on an alliance with the KnightS) who 
yeilded to him tbft ide dF GoflU^i/^ which 
dieyhad finzed hi light of >lfce, &m ^tj 
had advanced him on &at coodlti(»kr Ht 
fo&d &<m ffi^ iiitotbit ifland, when; 
he regulated the government:, « and l«ft 
Prince J^V to Iceep a courjtlfaafe^ tod to. 
be ready to tepd any attempts that ixughc 
be made upon it« 

The death of this young Prince, M^bi^ 
haf^iened ibon afier he was in pofife$eii 
of ChtUandy conqnered Albtrf^ afnbition} 
which all die power and iticceis of Qg^ 
hbrgaret could only mortify, but t^ it^ 
pre&. The alHided fittherceaTed to cwtL 
% aown, to which his (on ooold no long^ 
fttcx^eed ;. and did not think himfdf ex* 
coiable in pro&cuttng a war, in hopes of 
obtaining a kingdom, which the Prince 
who had partaken of his misfwtuno amid 
not ihare with him. He therefore deli- 
vered StnU^m, with fome other place? 
h^ had retained in Sweden^ into the hands 
of Qjteen Margaret^ and in purfuance of 
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tte^tnMSf Mbtsmatd all pfefen^ons to the 
cfomnn 

lESioogb he-wias advanced in years, ytt 
be manittd 2£r&;9, dbmgitter of MagniH 
^quatm^Xi^t <£Brm^vi€y mi ruled 
ptacdHb^ in M^tUMitrgS till the year 
1412 1 die ufual diforderB in that diMchy 
havMg been iifiidb rq^rd&d i^ the care of 
MsWoAier fiMrf, who^ ^riAg the time 
JHeri reigned In Sweden^ ' having the 
wfiole government m his haods^ applied 
Ishtify^ to extirpate ^e raee of r^bW^» 
<^ firee-'iK)oters, which had (ox wzny ages 
kifii^d diit coui^4 He treated thefe 
dIfturbeiB of hi^ people's peace and fsfety 
Vtluk due utmoft feverity, and never por^ 
daned a man who was convi<Sbed of having 
die iitiaUeft (haiie in a n^bery, however 
denfid^er^e his rsojk ; for fome ci thfr 
principat men in his dominions 'were 
fmnd among the& liwleis banditti> If 
any j&i4»)ds to the coiideimied attempted by 
ititercedei for hiMi, ho c^dy anfwerais Timti 
** to fufler the death decreed by die laws^ 
'< wa^ more eligU>le, than to be fiain by 

♦Jbid. 
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" thofe he would ^rttemipt to. plaad^/' 
This (evtrity fiKed on him the fuf nanic<idf 
ar&i? Hanger^. • He dial tvvotivfii ^€£Ms 
before y^&^rf returned Into Metkhuhfrgby 
leaving the priyate property of his iidbjtfds 
in a greater Astte of ieomty than H i^d 
ever been before. ♦ . ; 

If we may belibve the Dani/k hiilori* 
an$, JBS>erf% cndeavoms tin. hb tf 6Aty of 
peace with Waldetnar^ King of Benmari, 
to fecure to die Dtikes of MeMmkurf^ 
the fbvereignty of theii^ dominions, w^ of 
little validity; foil they tell U3> that J^bfi 
Dake of Meckknburgb^ and Viric I>iike 
of Stargardy fpn to 5^» <^^ whom the 
A. D. EmpercMT had firft conferred that dign^, 
HI I did homage to the Queea of D^iv^^^ and 
and to the young Eric ihsk couiini hfx 
afibciate in the kingdom* The Dulles 
likewife engaged to aiHft them in w^t- 
foever wdr thisy ihould: be i^vcjlved-f-; 
and, on no account, to «iter into any 
treaty with the enemies of the northern 
kingdonas. \ . / 
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T3hc next year (Uid Mm't^ the fecond A. D- 
l[>Xk\Li^tA M^cilmburgby and the iirft King ^*^^ 
Hi SmedmcS that nimc 'By Rtcharda^ 
daughter to the Couat: of Scbeuritiy with 
^hom heofatainoj; t^t cpu&ty^ he hikd a 
ieA and'daaghter; £nV, who died before : 
him, and Ricbarda, who married, yobn 
I>uke of M^ratm^ ferotber -to the Empc- 
■tor Sigifmmd.^ By his iecond wife He-- 
JefMy daughter to the Duke ojf Brmfivic^ 
' he left one fon named ji^rt * 5 who, at 
the time of his fether^s d^th^ was not 
fifteen years of age. This Prince reigned -^it^t IV. 
jointly with John the Second, his coufin, 
who had fucceedcd Henry Sufpenjhr^ and 
.been partner in the government with King 
Mberf. For die Princes of MecJdenburgb^ 
fenfible how much the ftate wa« enfeebled 
by' being divided, had come' to an agree- 
ment; thw the elder brother fliould fuc- 
ceed to the dominions, while the younger 

• ' .. "^ " ♦ .^ , , 

* As Albert the fon jof Henry Sufpjmfor had, 
notwithftanding his youth, been ranked among the 
Dukes df Meckknburghj Albert the King of Sv}e* 
den^^ {on is reckoned itbe fourth Duke of that 
name. 
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h94, tfc^wff to vstfi icf the telenet' of 
their figfifp* Tlid, Piikes of Mt^kUnhwr^i 
^^^(png many ^*hcS8if j<>in©d tlieni} ind 
tllic;)! iiBk«i4 4^ i>pe{^ wiMT ag^^ i^fmR^r^^ 
II; vjf^ caiti^ on. for $)iDet psa^ wi^otii;> 

at^ length tlif Sang l^id fiegp to Sl^fim^k, 
y^h^ Duke «f I4^€kknJ^rgif |ia4 r^tiie^ 
into thk to]m)„ Init^foimd k lefa dtsfeofiU^ 
than he e:i|peded. He rcfiiled the nfmt 
<^ the befiegipr tUl 1^ wa$ driven tp fiich 
cxtr^mitjr, ' that he eould apt obftdn to/ 
capitulation, without engagiDg never t9 
bear arms ag^nft the k»gdom of Den^ ^ 2). 
mark^y but tp maintain a lafting amity 1417 
with Eric. In confequ^Ke of this treaty 
hie. returned homei leaving his allies much 
weakened by his defe&iom The peace 
which the Duk^ di^chknburgb eii^oyed 
by this means, afforded them leifure to at* 
tend to the r^ulatbns of government, and 
the cultivation of literamre. They jointly ^ jj 
founded . the univcri^^ of R^k% aa an 1419 ' 
encoucQgeinent and improven^ent of the 
learnif^ they loved, but which had hi- 

♦ IbW. 
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dmto ibsdeiittle pro^rds; in ifaeir SdcNBii4 
nionsi for the pb[^ locked ^itkja jdi^ 
kmd eye* m' the incretfi^ o£. sutti an& ici^ 
ences; fearing left the cultivation^ o£tmfiit4 
tal (ialents ihduld' tarti ' thi? gctnoal Atfeh- 
tiod fiom armsf acid^ by fbfteniiig their 
]BMn«s> damp that fpidt and courage to. 
lyhich i^ £> inMy ages^ 'whcafiinfoiihdedi 
by feverai greater Whites, diey hiad been ih^) 
debled for their prefenrMie>n from abfo^^ 
kite flavery. The r^titation the two 
Dukes had^ acquired for jufHce and vrif^ 
dom, occafioned their l;)eing chofen -^Etn*' 
pire8 between the King of Dinmark and' 
the Dukes of Hdfiein: but fiich xrontrary 
interefts are not eafily reconciled 5 and "wq 
find that diey were not fucccfsfiil in their 
endeavours, for the war ftill continued* 

The pacific reign of tbcfe tvird Princcs^ 
proved too (hort: they both died in the ; 
j'423 y^ar 1423- Albert had bem married to 
Marg0fet daughter of Frederic^ Eleftor 
of B^at^tnkurgk, ibtit left no 5(&e^ Jtibn 
nHkriipdrfor l^s .firiU wife Judith dai^hter': 
tQ thAiComft of ^<?xii; and for his fecoftd/' 
C^rm^ 4ai*ght<Sr to Enc Duk^jof 5^^ 

Lawen-^ 
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yabi -the Thitdj and -JEfowyi fomamedr /&_ 
P/iB^iAr^ -or 9Br Ite, ^a.inksrited his Pingms. 
dasDinioos^ /../'* 

OSr^thfiiFfrfl^ Duke df Stargard^ had 
becai- ' fBOOBeded in the year 1417- by^ 
his &tr Hemj^ of whofe adions we 
have liiTile accotint. We only leaiH) that 
Cfo^ij^rr the .Third, King of Denmark^ 
demanded a coaferenoe with him and* 
other of the iiorthern Pcinces, at Vifenaci 
whe]?e it w^ tinagiiied a confederacy was 
iigned againil the city of Lubec^ in order' 
to humUe that opuknt ami proud repub^ 
li<;; but the King, who chofe to attack 
them by ftratagem, rather than by open 
ibcce, found hitnfelf diiappointed in the^ 
art&.he ufed to gain admittance into the 
town, and determined to delay the execu- 
tion of the treaty, which by his death 
camd to nodiing; 

The civil wars which ibbfiiied mS^^dm 
zsADentmtrky widi only (h(^ intermiiSons, 
from the early part : of ' the^ reign of^ Eric 
the Sixths to tfie divifioii of fhofe (htes 
by the acteiHon of Gujtanim Ericfin td 

the 
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^iimnc of Smdm^ iMk>Qi7cohdbietvt 
to the peace of the ad^ftoebt pfltfte c3f GofA 
mafiy. Tlac ¥Mp o£ Vemmttk h^ 9Xwmjf$ 
been their moft formidable iid^btour»,«iid 
qontinuaUj attempted to eftabliih a fikve- 
nign^ which ^e others as inde&tigablf 
endeaTocutd tofhafceoiflr: bitthe acqiiifi<4 
lion of jSw^imafibtfi&d the Diams itrffidenti 
employment fer ilieir anhS; to keep that 
kingdom in obedience wk fd (tifficuit a 
taik» that they had litde kifore to tara 
their tfaoi^hts foiilhwaid} and k£$ pcmtr 
to make encroachmoHs on iiuLt fide of 
their already too cxteiifife domktiond. Thir 
was a benefit very hapfnly fek in Mectkn*: 
'ittrgb; as it gave the Dukes an opporta^: 
nity, ftarcdy erer enjoyed by dieir predt^ 
ceflbrs, of regelating the interior conc^raa.' 
of theftate. During their Ipi^ and pacific 
admonifttationy their ful:9ieds el^oyed t^ 
happy tranquillity^ umm)ldhBd by fkim 
ne^hboiirs, and unof^prfefied fay their Sbve- 
reigas; who not otilywifliedte^ihtre. with 
tliem fo rareathiefiling^bttt to i^ t}» 
government in fuch a manner^ that k 
(hould no longer be liable to the abaies 

which 
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wlikbJbad hichcaMo T«giibd tfacraii) nor 
cafiljr ndttGod into tho like coafufi^ii, al<H 
tbMgh die ftnxie kind o£ tteuUes &oat 
i^broad ilKidd cecur^ 

ydm tihe Thirds liad laurried j/nn^ 
daag}tfmr to Ca^KiMor the Sixth, Duke of ' 
Patmsraaia SMiin i but (he' haviog brought 
hiai no cluldten^ he died without iiHie ^, x>. 
in the ^^ear 1443^^ and Hmry thereby be-« 1443 
aune ible Dube of Meckknburgb. 

i This Prince was peculiarly fc^tunate: 
haB9mg feena large addition tohis^domi* • 
nbn$i> without any diminution of his- 
peaK:e ofinind^ by that burden which muft. 
ever lie on the confcienoe of a conquerori 
who cannot at all hours be infenfible to the 
puk of having purchafed his greatneis b3r 
die deftru£fcion of thou^uids. Henry lived 
to (be his principality n^ore encreafed by 
Im&Ll ioherkance; than be could have 
hc^)ed fircxn the mo& fucce&ful cx)nque^ ; 
and die country, which had been divided * 
ever fince tiie reign of Hemy Bkremnii» ' 
Firft, beoame united beneMLhis'£vayr(-. 



* Anderfon't G&x. f 'Martimm* ' 
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ToTcndci' diis intelligible; it is nertffitt^ 
to femind our readers, thstt l&nfj Btpi^ 
mn the Firft, refigned die adihiniJft!rittio& 
to his two fonsi H^ff^y the Second, and 
- Nicholas. Henry died before his fadier^ 
Nsdfdlas lurvived him bur a Ihort time; 
and leaving no iflbe, (he four fons ofSknty 
the Second divided among thcrnfelves the 
dominions both of their father ahd .uncle. 
The male line oi'Jtenry the Third, ended 
in his grandfon. PribiJIaus was fucceeded 
by a fon of the fame name, who, as We 
have before mentioned, being taken pri- 
foner by the Bifhop of Scbueririy fold his 
territory to his coufins, in order to procure 
the fum required for his ranfom. 

By this means, John the Firfl and 
Nicholas, came into pofleflion of the 
whole dutchy : the former refided ziMeck^ 
lehburgby the latter ztGuJlrow. Each of 
jthefe Princes had a numerous pofierify*; 
but in the year 1436, the male line df 
Nicholas ended in tf^Uiamy who left ah 
only daughter, Catherine, married tp Ulrfc 
' the Second^ Duke of Star gar dy great gi-and- 
fon to J^ the Firft^ Duke <^ Statgard. 

XJlric 
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pSbVj^ied. in the y^ A. D. 

wboiebyt i^e iiukedom^ of Sfargard,. an4 ^^^ ' 
Uriucigality af (^r(W, both revei*e4 tp 
JSenry Pi^uis^. as the oply Tenuinir^ 

, Thip Prince iurvived the a^qulfition b»t 1477 ' 
% years^ He had hy.Dorptfy his wifc^ 
dm^tcr; to Frederic the Firft, Elete of 
BrflndenurgK fo^r foos; JUbert^ who fuc- 
ceedc^ to the dukedom; y(?)&«, who died 
before his father 3 M^nui^ and Bakha-- 
zar^ Bifhop of Scjbuerin; and two daugh- 
ters; ^Hy who died unmarried, and £//- 
z^bethy Abbefs of Ribnity^. 

Jibert died in the lame year with his ^^^^, 
father, and was fucceeded by Magnus the 
Second, his brother. 

Magnus did not long enjoy his dignity A^gnus. 
without a partner. Balthazar, little in- Balthazar. 
clined to the life of an Ecclefiaftic, rclin- 
quifhed his bilhopric, and marrying A&r- 
garet^ daughter to Eric the Second Duke 
of Pomeraniay aflUmed the titfe of Duke 
of Me.chknburghy and fljarcd the power 
with his brother. 

♦ IbM. ^An4trfm'% Qetieslogicd Tabfer. 

Magnus 
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Magtms dUHngtiUhtxl hitnfi^ ^s^obtt 
raoft of hia cotcmporaries in prudetM^ 
and generoGtjr; Abfc two tquditifcs were 
hapjMly tempered In himj and rtgtili^ed: 
his whole condufl:; bat couW notprefertd 
him from a Tery troublefbhic- aiflyr ■vridi 
the town of ^fbck\ whrd? gave', greateif 
intcrrnption to Ae tranqi^ity of Ks r^n" 
than he had any ireafoh Id expeQ, fince 
the caufe dia not appear aiiequate to the' 
difturbance it occafioned. He was difr- 
roxis of erefling the church of St. Jamei 
in that citjT, into a cadiedral, to wirfch- thr" 
citizens madea ftrong oppofition.' B^^ 
nuSi v^o did not think their confent by 
any means necdBrjr, payed Bttfc regard to 
their proteftadons againft it, ahd cftaWi&ed 
tiie chapter. 

The citizens, no left refolute Aah their' 
Sovereign, took amis, Idlled tiic Provoft,' 
caft the Dean into prifon, and drove the 
CancMjs out of the city. Mourns would' 
not fufltr the ftfitipn to go'impuniflieJ}' 
he invefted Ae town with a cohfidcrable' 
body of troops, and detertnitied to reduce 
them to obcdieiice by force, imcc he had 
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not been able to pre^aul with tkem by 

Xbe ottzeo^, aiumtiMd by the fear of 
puniihmenti defended themfelv^s mdi vl- 
ipor^ Their counge •tendered his attacks 
fruitlefsi aad their v^il^ce deprived him 
of all hopes of taking the town by furpriz^. 
The fiege was tedious } the Duke ^ew 
weary of ^pending h much time in eiidea* 
Vonring to n^uce one city; and faw no 
very near, profped of fuccoeding in his at- 
tempt The citizens were no Ids tired of a 
eontentioa which put an entire ftop toth^ir 
comsieroe, and even without fubduin^, 
nuift ruifii them. Mutual inc(mvenience^ 
at let^h produced a mutual inclination 
&K peaiirej and each iide was equally ready 
to confent to an accommodation. A 
treaty was drawn np, whereby it was agreed^ 
tbtt the dty fhould pay a fum of money 
to. indtauaify dbe Ddce lor the expcnces 
ikey had occafioned ^ that the chapter, to 
which they hiad ifaevm themfelves Co airerfe; 
ibould be frftabliihed^ and dioie who had 
been driven out of the town reinflated in 
honours and po;6refSonB{ but> that 

the 
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the offices which had been cooferred^ ihould 
remain to thoic who were invefted with 
them, and be enjoyed by them during 
their lives. 

This affiir was no fooner finiihed to the 
£itisfa£Uon oi Magnus^ than he was in- 
vited by the Pc^^s Legate to meet him 
at LubeCj that they might join their en- 
deavours for the eflablifhment of a peace 
faet^veen the regency of diat city, and 
yobn King of Denmark. Th<^e two 
powers had long carried on a war with 
equal fuccefs; for the King's forces being 
chiefly engaged in Sweden^ where the dif* 
fendons ftUl fubfiiled, he could make but 
a feeble oppofition to any other enemy. 
As ^i troubles in that kingdom were fuf- 
ficient to engage JtAns whole attention, 
he wiHied to be delivered from a quarrel 
Vhich divided both his thoughts « and his 
army. The Legate was commiffioned Ity 
^e- Pope to feek every means of recon- 
ciling ^e Chriilian Princes, in order to 
prevail on them to make war with the 
Infidels I his Holineis being then endea- 
vouring to inftigate all QbrJ/lendom to un- 
dertake 
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derjtake a crufado *» This concurrence in 
inclination, though en different motives, 
occafioned a donference, in which Prince 
Frederic^ the King's brother, jdned the 
Legate and the. Duke of Mecklenburgh 
in their mediation ; and omitted no 
means for eftabliftiing a peace; but the 
obilinacy of the citizens of LubeCy who 
faw this opportunity peculiarly favourable 
for fccufing thdr independency; and the 
pride of die King, who could not well 
bear to have haughty terms required by a 
city, which he looked upon as part of his 
dominions, were infurmoUntable .impedi- 
ments to the endeavours of the mediators; 
^iMno progrefs was made towards a recon- 
ciliation, when death deprived Mecklen- 
burgh of its Duke, whofe virtues rendered a, d, 
him fincerely regretted by his fubje<as. 1503 
Magnus married Sopbiay daughter of Eric 
the Second, Duke of 'Ponrnrania^ who 
had been betrothed to Jd)n his elder bro- 
ther, but that Prince dying before the nup- 
tials were celebrated, flie became the wife 
of the reigning Duke. She bore him three 

* Meurfius. 
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Sixth, fucceeded. His brother Vlricy BU 
ihop dF Scbuerin^ concurred with him in 
forming a body of excellent law.S| and 
improving the police of the country. They 
likewiib applied themielves diligently to 
the eftablifhment of the Lutheran dodrine, 
which had made confiderable progrefs un- 
der the benign influence of their uncle's 
pacific adminiflration. They proceeded in 
the ufual manner towards a rcformatiori : 
they banifhed images, and deflxoyed mo- 
naileries ^ and with the lands wh^ch had 
been appropriated to fbme of them, they 
endowed the univeriity ofRgftock; making 
thofe poileffions which had been dedicated 
to the fuppdrt of the indolent, and too 
ofteii illiterate, ferve for an encouragement 
to the learned, as .well as a means to en- 
able many to profecute the ftudy of ufe- 
fal knowledge. 

The union which at firft appeared be- 
tween the two brothers, did not long con- 
tinue uninterrupted. Uk-u: married the 
widow of his deceafed coufin, Etizaiefb, 
daughter to Frederic the Firft, King of 
DentnarL We nr.ay from the fequcl rea- 
* fonably 



...5..«- 



was no fooner married, than he declared 
the biftopric of Scbuertn too fmall a part 
of the fucceflion, and demanded a more 
equal divifion of the fovereignty. 

y^n Albert rejeded his claim, alledg- 
iflg i former agreement, whereby it was 
fettled, that the eldcft brother fliduld have 
the fole government of the ftatt. Wric 
urged that this regulation might be valid, 
in regard to that part of the dutchy which 
had for fome generations compofed their 
whole territory, buts»ught not to regulate 
P #, the 
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tered Meckknburgh at the head of hi^ ar- ' 
my, before John Albert had made any 
preparations to oppofe an enemy whom 
he did not at all expedt. He faw Boitezen- 
burgb^ one of the ftrongefl places in his 
dominions, taken before he was able to 
defend it; and the Duke ready to make 
ilill greater progrefs* 

To enable himfelf to oppofe fo unfofe- 
it,^vi an attack, he fummoned his nobles 
to repair to him with all poffible fpeed ; 
attended by the complement of cavalry, 
with which they were obliged by the te- 
nure of their fiefs, to furnifh him on any 
emergency. 

His fummons proved inefFeftual : the . 

fear of a civil war operated more ftrongly 
on the minds of the nobility, than the de- 
fire of keeping the ftate united under one 
Sovereign* The difobedience Was gene- 
ral; not one would repair to his ftandard^ 
yiric was in the Duke of Brunfwich 
camp; and the nobles declared they could 
not take arms againft one of their Sove- 
reigns. This proceeding had the efFed: 
they intended : it rendered their Duke in- 

P 2 capable 
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The citi^^ens had ele<3:ed fixty from 
among themfelves, as Governors of the 
town : thcfe they oppofcd to the real ma- 
^ftrates, to whom they refufed obedience. 
The Duke abolifhed thefe Governors; 
whereupon the people produced writings 
to convince him, that for a hundred and 
forty years they had enjoyed a pov^er of cre- 
ating fixty Tribunes to defend their rights, - 
and ferve them as proteftors againft the 
magiftrates, in cafe of any oppreffion* The 
Duke having got thefe writings into his 
hands, tore them, and caft the pieces into 
the fire; a breach of truft which threw 
the people into the utmoft confternation; 
while the Senate exulted with the greateft 
joy, at feeing the citizens deprived of fo» 
valuable a privilege. From fo Jfavourable 
a beginning, they promifed themfelves all 
the fuccefs they could wifh from the Duke's 
arbitration; but they foon found how rafh 
they had been in their expedations ; for 
two days after, he demanded the keys of 
the city, and quartered the troops he had 
brought with him amongft the citizens, 
fuflfering them to live at difcretion for nine 

P 3 months. 



l^w Frederic King of Denmark, who had 
then been married five years to Sophia^ 
Princefs of Mecklenburgh^ his daughter. 

The King ,had for a confiderable time 
been at variance with the city of Ham- 
burgh, which proved a great impediment 
to the commerce of both ftates. So eflen- 
tial an inconvenience difpofed each fide to 
■ to an agreementj but more eipecially the 
P 4 city 
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only deprived of his imaginary kingdom, 
but likewife pf the Palatinate-, which the 
Emperor divided between the two Princes 
who had aflifted him to cbnquer it, the 
Duke of Bavaria and the Eleftor of Sax-^ 
any I and Frederic was put under the ban 
of the empire. 

His misfortunes afFefted Chrijiiern the 
Fourth, fon and fucceflbr to Frederic the 
Second, King of Denmarky and grandibn to 
XJlric Prince of Mecklenburghy who he en- 
t€ted into a confederacy with the Kings j'^^ti' 
of Great Britain and Sweden, the Eledtor 
of Brandenburghy the Dukes of Brunfwic, 
Moljleiny Lunenburgh, Mecklenburgb, and 
Pomerania ; whereby they engaged to en- 
deavour the reftoration of the Eleftor Pa^ 
lattne *. 

« 

Chrijiiern accordingly fent Ambafladors . 
to Vienna^ to propofe the revocation of the 
decree againft the Eledor Palatine, and 
the other Proteftant powers, who had 
likewife been put, under the ban of the 
empire, contrary to the fundamental law, 
which declared, no. Prince could have that 

* Hiftoire dc Dannemafe. 
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lagedj th^ received no other anfwer iitun 

him, than. That " he did not imagine 

'< th^v thought his foldiers were birds, 

3uld fly in the ^r, or that they 

" could 
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^'^ could live without food."/ . In this ex- 
tremity, without hope of redrefs by nego- 
€iation, the Princes moft aggrieved foliici- 
ted Chrijliern to aflift them in a more pow- 
erful manner, than . was intended at their 
firft engaging in the alliance, and chofe him a. D, 
Generalliffimo of their forces*; which he ^^^5 
' Accepted under pretence of beihg obliged 
•as joint Sovereign with the Dukes in Ifc/- 
Jlein^ to undertake the defence of the coun- 
try, fince he was one of the principal 
members of the circle of Lower Saxony. 
The firft year of the war pafled without 
any decifive adion, nor does it appear that 
the Dukes of Mecklenburgh were much 
engaged in it, fince we find that Adolpbus 
Frederic at that time married for his fecond 
wife; his firft having been dead about two 
years and a half, Mary Catharine^ daugh- ^ ^ 
ter oi Julius Ernejly Duke of Brunfwic: 1625 
and not many months after, John JUbert ^ 
took for his third wife Eleomra Mary^ 1626 
daughter to Chrijiern]^ Prince of Anhalt 
Dernburgh -f*. 

• Ibid, f Andtrfiitt Geneal. 
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His Danijh Majefty carefully endeavour-*^ 
ed to avoid a battle, not thinking his army, 
which was in a great meafure compofbd of 
new levies, fit to contend with the Imperi-* 
alifts, who had been long exercifed in war 
under experienced and able- Generals. He 
therefore encaoiped himfelf behind the 
fbongeft intrcnchments, \si the fc^-ming of 
which he Ubbured as induftriouily as the 
loweft foldier in his army: he endeavoured, 
by his example, to inure them to the 
hardihips of the field ; and hoped by little 
Ikirmifhes to teach them the art of war : 
a conduct, which however prudent it may 
found in theory, certainly in fad: di^irited 
them^cady J it being fcarcely poffible to 
. avoid exciting £>me fears in the minds of 
thofe, to whom we urge the neceflity of 
keeping only on th« defenfi ve ; fince we- 
thereby intinwte a difcoujraging inferiority. 
A.^ D. The next fpring the King of Denmark 
divided his forces into three parts : with 
the one he penetrated into the bifliopric 
of Wldejbeimy where he took fcveral 
places of ftrength; the other, commanded 
by the Duke of Saxe^^eymar,timchcd into 

. fTe/i- 
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IVeftphaliai and the third, condu<Sled by 
Count Mansfetdy and compofcd iii a grelt 
meafare of troops furnifhed by the Low' 
Countries J paiJcd the Elbcy where they were 
to be joined by the Dukes of Mecklenburgh^ 
in order to make an ifruption into Silefta^ 
The Count's army committed great ra- 
vages in every place where it parfed, mak- 
ing little difttnftion between the territories 
of friends or enerriiesj a conduct which 
rendered their deftined paffage through 
Meckknburgb not 'very acceptable to the 
Dukes: accordingly, inftcad of joining 
MansfeWs troops with the nine thoufand 
men levied in purfuance of the treaty, 
they employed them ta garrifon their prin- 
cipal cities; to prevent, if poflible, the 
enormities they feared* This precaution, 
and the pofitive commands they had given, 
that the Count's ar^tiy fhould every where 
be accommodated with forage and provi* 
iions, prevented their doing any confider- 
able harm to the country. 

After having taken by ftorm fome fmall 
forts in his road, Mansfeld attacked the 
bridge of Dajfau^ but without fuccefs, and 

0^2 the 
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Mansjeld retired into Brandenburgb^ 
td immediately took the propo* mea- 
rcs to recniit his anny, which was ibon 
feded by the troops with which the 
ukcs of Mecklenhtrgb provided -Kim ; 
id feme battalions fent him by the King 
" Denmark. This monarch in the end 

ytifyy marched towards WotfembtUtU^ 
ith a deiign of fuccouring Gottingen, then 
iicged by tilfy, the Imperial General; 
It having flopped to take HotUnJkven, 
<mmerpury, Otherwic, Scblagen and Steur- 
9ldey Tilly redoubled his attacks on Got- 
ngen; and by the King's delay had time 

reduce the place to fuch extremity, as 
iliged it to furrender. From hence he 
d his troops to Nortbeim : but the King 
■ Denmark who had forefeen that his 
!Xt attempt would be againfl that town, 
' forced marches, and that diligence for 
EUit of which 'Gottingen had been loft, 

• Puf. rvt.. Suf. - 

' arrived 
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arrived there before him; and having 
ibiengthencd the garrifon, aiid fumifhed 
the place with ammoniticm and provifi- 
ons, he proceeded to Duderjiadt^ and laid 
fiege to that place*. ^* 

When I'illy found the King had depri- 
ved him of all hopes of tdking Nortbeim^ 
Virhich it would have been too danga-ous 
to befiege in the view of a fuperior army j • 
he only fought to poft himfelf advantagc- 
oufly within half a league of that city, till 
he fliould be joined by fome troops left by 
Wayieifiy in the bifhoprics oi HaBerJiadt 
and Magdeburgb with which he expedtcd 
to- be fpecdily reinforced. His Danijh 
Majefly gave him fome interruption in his 
paffage, but could not prevent his making 
himfelf mafter of the poft, and therefore 
the King, finding he had mifled of his 
aim, marched back to Duderftadt'y but 
the Imperialifts harraficd his army fo much 
by the way, that thinking it more advisa- 
ble to relinguifli his intention, he retired 
from the town in the bcft cffder 1^ was able. 
^illy was much encouraged by this change 

* Hift. de Dannmarc. 
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in the King's dcfigns, an(l hoped to obtain 
an eafy conqueft over troops that on fo 
flight an attack began to give ground : he 
followed them ilill more clofely $ and har- 
rafled them by more frequent fkirmiihes, 
till the darknefs of the night obliged him 
to deiiil. The next day the King fet £re 
to ieveral viUages^ in hopes by this means 
to facilitate his retreat, but the enemy 
preiTed fo hard on his rear, that he was 
obliged to face about s and condu<3ing h^ 
army in order of battle to a hili> gaijied the 
flfcent before the Imperialifh were all come 
up with hirti. Tilfy encamped over againfl 
him : but the obfcurity of the night fa- 
vouring the King's defign he continued his 
retreat, and at break of day TiJfy again 
purfued him. 

Between Bockenew and Oofiar^ near the 
caftle of Luttery the Danes having got 
fome advantage of ground, with a hill on 
one fide, and a marfhy valley on the other, 
they determined to face the Imperialifh 
once more, 7J7/y, when he perceived that 
the enemy ceafed retreating, halted his 
advanced guard, till the refl of his troops 

had 
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had joiBed them. Duriog this paufe the 
. two armies cannonaded each other with 
^at fury J and about nooH) both of dxem 
were ranged in order of battle. 

The Imperialifts marched firft, and de- 
fcended into the valley. The King had 
waited for this motions and immediately 
advancing to meet Utitmy began the attack. 
They charged each othar very brifkly 5 but 
the Imperialifts fought with fuch cou- 
rage, that the Danes were repulfed j their 
infantry being thrown into diforder, w4s 
totally defeated ; and the greateft part of 
Ae officers were taken or flain*. The 
King fled with his cavalry ; pafled the El&e 
before the Imperialifts could overtake 
them, and retired into Ttoljieih'f. 

The lofs of fo great a number of brave 
officers, of the firft diftinftion, rendered 
this defeat the more deftrudive 3 the King 
had likewife the grief to hear foon after, 
that the Duke of Brunfivicy and Count 
Mansfeld were dead, and that the troops 
of the laft had almoft all of them perifhecl 
by fickncfs in Hungary y where the Count 

* Ibid. t De Heijfe. 
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had led theni> after having penetrated 
through Sil^. 

Thefe various* misfcntunes^ however, 
did not difcourage tibrtjiiem. He fought 
every means of raifing a new army; and 
engaged the Prot^ftant Princes, and more 
diftant powers, who feared the ambidqa 
of the houiie of At^ridy to grant him fuc- 
cours. As at diat time it was become a 
cuftom to fight vrlth the pen, as well as 
the fword, many treatiies were difperfed 
to excite the French ^ EMglifhy and Ger- 
mansy to endeavour jointly to deprefs the 
houfe of Au^ia. Thefe elaborate per? 
formances procured fome little afiiflanoe 
from France and J&nglandi and the King 
of Denmark formed another army of thir^ 
ty*nine thoufand men*, 
A. D. The Imperialifls had long been engaged 
1627 in the liege of Nien^urgb. Chrijiiern wa§ 
extremely apxious to preferve this place, 
but could find no means of throwing into 
it any reinforcement, or fupplies of prpr 
vifions or amunition, till the ice afforded 
Jiipi an opportunity of ef&ding it, notr 

* Jlift. dc Donne. 
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withftanding T%'s vigOance; who had 
not thought the fam^ care neceflary, in 
parts which a river ieemed to render im- 
paffable, as in thofe where nature had 
made no defence. Not long after this, 
fo many of his men were flain in a gene- 
ral aflault given to the town, that he was 
obliged to defift from his enterprize. The 
Damjh hcM-fe foDowed him in his retreat, 
and killed or took prifoners fcveral entire 
regiments* 

• Although the condud: of the King of 
Denmark throughout this whole War, ex- ' 

cites no high idea of his courage, it cer- 
tainly gives reafon to believe him poffeffed 
Q of a very fuperior quality; for, by a ge- 
neral order publiflied throughout his army, ' 
he forbad, on pain of death, and confifca- 
tion of goods, both foldiers and officers, 
to moleft any one eifaployed in agriculture, 
or other labour; or to infult, or injure 
the peafants or inhabitants, wherefoever 
they might pafs. 

In the 'month oi-July^ the King received 
the mortifying news of the reduction of A^cr-^ 

tbeimi 
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tbeim, which had long re^ed all the «e^ 
tacks of the Impcrialifts*. 

The Count of F^^uftemherg^ .ha4 the 
condud of the fiege^ which he carried on 
with grcftt vigpm* After he had im^fted 
it for a confidertble tim^ he made a furi- 
ous attackj but the befieged repuUed him^ 
and killed a great number of his men. 
Made dei^rate by his ill fuccefi,, he pre- 
pared to give a freCb afiaulL This deiign 
cauied fuch apprehenfions in the befieged, 
that they offered to furrender on compo- 
fition, but the Count idfufed to grant their 
terms: whereupon they &nt him vfwAy 
That ^^ fince he would not allow them an 
^^ honourable capitulation, they were de- 
'^ termined to defend themfelves to the 
*' laft extrmiity; fubmkting the tflfue to 
" Divine Providence/* 

The befiegers inflatbed by diis o^ofi- 
tbn of their enemies, attacked the ^ace 
with the greateft valour imaginable; but 
the garrifon defended themfelves with fo 
much intrepidi^, that the Count was again 
repulied; and forced to retire into his in* 

* Puff, de rer. Sue. 
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trenchments with conficlerable I0&, la 
the evening he demanded a truce, to give 
him kifure to Imry the d6ad$ but the gar- 
rifon returned for anfwer. That " fince he 
'^ had re&ied to grant them a reafonable 
capitulation, they were fo for from bet- 
ing inclined to agree to a fuipenfion of 
arms, that they fhould endeavour to 
'^ take all poifible advantage of their late 
" fuccefs." Accordingly in the nighty 
they made a iaUy, wherein they flew a 
great number of the befiegers. 

The Count of Frtf/ltmiergy feeing the 

obftihate courage of the beiieged, and head- 
ing that within the walls, there was a large 

burying ground, where the garrifon might 
defend themfelves to great advantage, even 
after the town was taken; now thought 
proper to offer them honourable condi- 
tions, provided they would confent to iiir-* 
render the place: and the garrifon being in 
want of proviiions; and deftitute of all 
hope of receiving any fupplies, accepted 
the propofals, and after delivering up the 
town, marched out with all the honours 

of 
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of war j the Imperialifts cooduding them 
to Woffemhuttle*. 

The King of DenmarVs army was at 
that time fuperior to Tilly s\ but though 
they were encamped very near each other, 
yet the King could not be prevaikd with 
to give him battle; and the Dukes of 
Mecklenburgh^ had the nK)rtification oi 
ieeing themfelves under die ban of the 
empire, in confequence of their having 
joined the Danijb Monarch | their domi^ 
nions laid wafte; and all the places of any 
confequence in pofleffion of the Imperi- 
alifts, without any profped: of being able 
to relieve themfelves. The King^s inac- 
tion difpirited his troops: the garrifbqs 
which he had placed in the towns belong* 
ing to his allies, had little encouragement 
to make any oppofition, iince they faw no 
- chance of being relieved in time; accord*- 
ingly they retired; and feldom gave Tilfy 
the trouble, of a liege ; while Cbriftiertfs 
chief employment was the building of 
forts, in advantageous places; which his 
foldier$ wanted the courage to defend; and 

♦ {liftoire dc Dannmffr^- 
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by -falling afterwards into the eneiliics 
hands proved deftrudive to thofe who 
had raifad them. 

The Imperialifts purfued their con- 
quers, and \^ith great rapidity drove the . 
Danes out of Lower Saxony. The King 
retired, in proportion as Ttlfy advanced,, 
who following him very clofely, incrcafed 
the fears of the Danes, which firft arofe 
from their Kings;, continual readinefs to 
retreat. To enumerate all the places f^om 
whence the Imperialifts expelled them, 
vTOuld be tedious : it fufHceth to fay, that 
they feized the whole dutchy of Mecklen-^ 
burghy while the Dukes, whofe forces were 
by no means equal to fuch an enemy, re- 
ceived rather detriment than fuccour from 
their allies. 

The Imperialifts at length purfued the 
Danej even into Holfteiny^ and obliged 
them, in order to fave that country from 
fo fuccefsful an enemy, to lay great part 
of it under water, which by means of 
fluices was eafily performed : but notwith- 
ftandbg they had taken fo diiagreeable a 

♦ Puff, dc rer. Sue. 
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metbod of ftopping their progreJfs, thelm« 
pcxialiils foon got pofleilion of all the 
places of any confequence in Hol/iein^ ex« 
. cept Gluck/iady and Renjburgi which the 
King finding himfelf unahle to defendj 
fct on fire, and threw his cannon into 
the iea, that they might not faU^ into the 
hands of the enemy ^. It then remained 
impoflible to prevent the vidorious army 
from penetrating into Jutiandy which fub- 
mitted without much refinance. 

The melancholy iituation of the affairs 
of the allies, occafioned the defedion of 
many. The eilates of the dutcHy of BrunJ* 
mc renoimced their alliance, and implored 
the Emperor's mercy. The ElciSor of 
Brandenburgh publifhed an edi<3:, com* 
manding fuch of hisfubjeds as had entered 
into the fervice of the King of Denmark 
to return home, on pain of confiication of 
goods, and the moil exemplary punk9i- 
ments; and the Margrave oi Baden-^Daur^ 
lacb made a private peace with the £m^ 
peror. 



* Hiftoire de Dannimarc* ^ 
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The kingdom of Denmark grew modb ^ ^^ 
diicontented with the turn <^ i^aks j and 
the aflfembly of the ftates fent to his Im- 
perial Majefty requeuing him to afliimc 
more pacific inclinations, and to appoint* 
Commiflioncrs^ to treat of peace at any 
place he fhoiild think proper 5 engaging on 
their parts, to prevail with their King to 
comply with any reafonable conditions. 
But Cbrijiierny either having no great ex- 
pe6fcation of fuccefs from this ftep, or not 
thinking it advifable to enter into a treaty 
in a way £i> little likeiy to prpcure tolera- 
ble terms, equipped a fleet, and levied a 
frefh army, with which he renewed hof- 
tilities the next fpring. He took the ifle of 
Femereriy with fome other places of fmall 
importance ; and his fleet deftroyed a fqua- 
dron o£ eighteen Ihips, belonging to the 
Imperialifts, 

The King, whofe fleet confifl:ed of forty- 
feven fhips of war, fet fail to Kiel, and 
formed the fiege of it both by fea and 
land ; but the garrifon repelled his attacks 
with* fb much courage and fuccefs, that he 
judged the entcrprize too difficult, and • 

- ' feared 
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ftared he .ihould lofe more men iii the dt-* 
tcmpty than the conquefts of it dderved i 
He therefore raifed the fiege, and marched 
to Sfade ; widi an intention . to throw 
Ibme fupplies into that to wn, which was 
invefted by the Lnperialifts : but when he 
approached the place, he found the be- 
fieged too well intrenched to leave him any 
hope of forcing their lines, and all avenues to 
the city were fo well guarded, that he could 
not convey any fuccours into it ; he there- 
fore retired ; but took in his way a convoy 
of fourteen veflels, laden with provifions 
for the Imperial armies in Jhljieinj and 
Jutland^. 

Stade was defended by an Englijh garriibii 
under the command of Colonel Morgan ^ 
they were now reduced to extremity, 
and when by the King of Denmark*s de- 
parture, they faw themfelves deprived of 
all hope of fuccour, they had no othsx 
part to take but tofurrender : they obtained 
an honourable capitulation; marched out 
with colours flying, and all warlike ho- 
nours, and were received without the 

* Ibid: 

town 
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town by Count Tilly y who tcftificd his ad- . 
miration of the courage and condudt they 
had fhewn during the fiege; and after 
the two commanders had expreffed the 
higheft mutual efteem for each other, Co-' 
lonel Morgan marched towards Bremen. 

Tilly led his army to Krembe^ which 
he invefted, but the Danes made fo obfli-^^ 
iiate a defence, ^d harrafled him fo much 
by their frequent fallies, that he quitted 
the place. The Imperiaiifts afterwards re- 
newed^the liege, and became matters of 
It 

Cach Ixdc grew weary of a war which 
Was by no means decifive f and were equal-^ 
ly difpofed to confent to a treaty. The 
four Catholic Eledors united their endea- 
vours to procure a pacification 1 and pre^ 
vailed with the Emperor to fend Ambaf* 
fadors to LtAec^ to treat of the means of 
reiloring peacp to the empire. The Elec- 
tors of Saxony and Brandenburghy and the 
King of Denmark did the fame. 

The conditions were not ealily fettled, 
each Prince required terms that the other 
Would not grant. The King of Denmark 

R was 
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IP was very defirous of having the Dukes of 

Mecklenburgb reftored to their dominions ; 
but the Enfiperor, who wiftied to have 
more abfolute authori^ over the ftates that 
lay beyond the Elbe^ and confidered them 
as an inlet into the kingdoms of Denmark 
and Swederiy abfolutely refufed to make any 
conceflion in their &vour ; and a peace was 
at laft concluded^ the German Princes 
being in no wife concerned in it *. 
A. D. Though the Danijh monarch did not 
'^^9 think proper to continue a deftrudive war 
for the fake of the Dukes of Mecklenburgb^ 
yet he endeavoured by a manifeflo to juftify 
their condu£k^ and inforted in it fome re- 
monftrances to his Imperial Majefty in 
their favour ; but his arguments were vxA 
more availing than his arms; and it is 
not ftrange that the Emperor did not 
comply with^the requeft of a Prince who 
had given him a convincing proof that he 
would not fupport his remonftrances by any 
meafures more efFeAual. 

When the Emperor had detached fo 

* Ibid. 

pow- 
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powerful an ally from the Proteftant Princes, 
he began by moderate degrees to mortify 
and humble them, fenfible that they were 
not in a condition to' defend their rights. 
As they perceived a premeditated intention 
in his Imperial Majcfty to ruin them gra*- 
dually*, they applied to Guftavus Adolpbus^ 
King of Sweden^ who had already given 
evident proofs of his heroic difpofition, 
and foUicited hi& protection. 

Gtiftavus was fincerdy concerned for 
the deprefled ftate of the Proteftant reli- 
gicHi in Germany I. and as a politic Prince, 
was difturbed to fee the Emperor extend 
.his power to the very fhores of the Bakicy 
by the feizure of the dutchy of Mecklen-^ 
burgbj and part 6f Ptmerania. The am^ 
bition of the houfe of Aufiria was too 
manifeft, not to give the King teafbn to 
apprehend that the Emperor aimed at ex- 
tending his empire ftill farther; and it was 
judged moft prudent, not to wait till 5w^- 
den was attacked; but to feize the &vou- 
rable conjunfture, while ibme of the Pro- 
teftant Princes were ftill capable of affift- 

R 2 ^ ing 
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ing him in his endeavours to fecure thent 
the free exercife of their religion, and of 
their political rights. 

In the war between GuftavuSj and Si-^ 
gijfiiond King of Poland^ for the crown of 
Snvedefiy to which the latter laid claim^ the 
Emperor had fent conjQiderable fuccours to 
Sigifmondy and refiifed.to acknowledge 
Guflofous as King*. Thefe reafons, with 
fome others of the like kind, concurred 
to incline Gujlavus to undertake the pro- 
tedlion of die <aennan Princes, 

Waljieiny whofe ambition was equal to 
his matter's, having taken Rqftocky Wifmary 
and feveral other maritime towns, ob- 
tained a patent,, conftituting him Admi- 
ral of the BabiCy a new and unheard of 
title -f-. Straelfund v/Z"^ the only confide- 
rable city on that coaft which remained 
unfubdued; to this therefore he laid fiege^ 
to procure to himfelf a clear paflage inta 
Denmark. Cbrijliern and Guftavus were, 
both defirous to fuccour this place, as the 
defence of it was of great confequence to 
to either, but the King of Sweden prevailed 

* Cramera Com. Hift. Sue. f Puff, de rer. Sue. 
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with his Danijh Majeily to leave this af- 
fair .to him ; which he perfonned fo fuc- 
ceisfully, that Waiflein was obliged to raife 
the fiege. * ^ 

This event paffed before the Plenipo- 

' tentiaries of the Emperor and King of 
Denmark^ had entirely fetded the articles 
of peace. Gtiftavus thought proper to fend 
an Ambaflador to Lubec^ with orders to 

r follicit the reftoration of the Dukes of 
Meckknburgh I whom as relations and 

, neighbours, he had taken particularly un- 
der his proteftion. But the Emperor ftill 
refufed to acknowledge him as King of 
Swe Jetty and great infiilts were offered to 
his Ambaffadors. 

I , The next yesir Gu/iavus publifhed a ma- A. D. 
nifefto,. explaining his reafbns for com- ^^ 
mencing a war agalnft the houfe of jiu^ 
Jlria-^ among which, the Emperor's feizing 
the dominions of the Dukes of Meckkn^ 
hurgh\ affifting the King of Poland in his 
.pretenfions on the €cown of Sweden-^ his 
declaring Gujiavus ap enemy tp the empire > 

I his having confifcated feveral Sivedijh {hips, 
together with his endeavours to render 

himfelf 
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himfelf mafter of the Bakicj were the 
principal articles. 

At this time Germany was in great con- 
fiiiion, arifing from the edi<Jt of reftitution 
publiihed by the Emperor, which required 
every member of the empire to reftore 
all the church lands fei^d fince the 
treaty of Pajfaw^ but although* this very 
, feverely aflfedted even feveral Catholic 
Princes, who had by inheritance or other 
means obtained many of thofe lands, yet 
their fear of the houfe of Atfflria was fo 
great, that they would not venture to^ve 
recourfc to arms in defence of what they 
cfteemed ajuft, as well as a confiderablc 
part of their pofleflions. 

The Diet was likewife then fitting at 
Ratijkoni and great reprefentations were 
made to the Emperor againft Waljlein^ on 
whom he had conferred the dukedoms of 
FrLdlandy and Meckleniurgh^ befides other 
confiderable grants. When he was firft 
conftituted Duke of Mecklenburghy he con- 
firmed to the nobles all the privileges they 
claimed, and granted every favour they 
afkedj defirous to ingratiate himfelf with 

them^ 
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them, and fccure their obedience, at a time 
when contention would have been incon- 
venient j trufting that his power, when 
fully eftabliihed, would enable him to r«* 
cover any prerogatives which he might 
for a fhprt fpace refign. But moderation 
was in no fenfe his charaderiftic; there- 
fore the more he affedted the appearance 
of it, the more he became fufpedled. Al- 
. moft every Prince in the empire was his 
enemy: fdme envied him as a rival in fame, 
others as an upftart in power; his great 
influence with" the Emperor caufed him to 
be hated bj all. who wifhed to gain that 
Prince's ear; and his cruelty and exceffive 
extortion in every province where he hap- 
pened to be flationed, or even to pafs thro\ 
plundering alike friends and enemies, ex^ 
cited general deteftation. He afFefted a 
degree of pomp and ftate fuperior to what 
his mailer aflfumed; he was on public oc- 
cafions attended by fix hundred horfemen^ 
richly cloathed; and in every other par- 
ticular appeared equally fplendid*. » 

* De Barre. 
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Dukes of Pomerania^ and the capital of 
the inner dutchy. Bogijlaus was Acn in 
the town, and fent the Governor to treat 
with Gt^avusj but that Monarch iniifting 
much on entering into negociation with 
none but his mafter, the Duke himfelf was 
obliged to appear; and was carried in a 
iedan chair to meet &e King in an open 
field. 

His Majefty told him he came to reftorc 
peace to die empire ; and that his army 
was not coimpofed of either rufliians or 
banditti/ like thofe ibldiers with whom 
Pomerania had been infefted. The Duke 
endeavoured to obtain leave to continue 
neuter 5 fearing the refentment of the Im- 
perialifts, whofe forces were far fuperior 
to thofe of Gu/iavus ; but this was a re^ 
queft he could fcarcely expedt to have 
granted ; and at his return into the town 
he was attended by a body of troops, fuf- 
ficient to fecure the gate. The garrijfbn 
in (lead of making refinance, enlifted into 
the King's fervice ; who caufed the city to 
be well fortified, and left in it a garrifon 
of Swdes^ to whom he affigned the go- 
vernment 
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vernn^ent cf£ the military concerns of the 
town, leaving only a nominal Sovereignty 
to the Duke, who had long been little 
better than a ftate prifoner to the Empe- 
ror. 

Gu/iavus marched from hence to Wd- 
gaftj which he reduced to furrender ; and 
having thereby opened hixnielf a pailage 
into the Dutchy of Mecklenhurgb^ he led 
his army towards that country; for he was 
defirous of reinfbtting his kinfmen in their 
pofleffions as focMi as poflible; and likcwife 
of iccuring to himfelf the ihore of the BdU 
tic, fo neceffary towards keeping open the 
communication with Sweden. 

The Dukes of Mecklenburgb after the 
lofs of their dominions had retired to Lu^ 
bec^ that they might be near at hand to 
feize any opportunity which (hould offer 
itfelf in their favour; and alio to avoid 
giving ferthcr umbrage to the Emperor, 
by appearing to follicit perfonally the afiift* 
ance of any foreign Prince. In that city 
diey lived as exiles, fupporting their ill for- 
tune vvith fiich dignity and i^irit, as ren- 
dered their expulfion from their dutchy ra- 
ther: 
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ther a proof of their merit, than a real 
diigrace. To elude the odiam of bring- . 
ing a foreign enemy into the empire, they 
endeavoured by fubmiflions to obtain the 
the Emperor's pardon, and follicited their 
reftoration in the moft humble manner: 
but when they found their endeavours were 
fo far from prevailing, that on the con- 
trary, they were even treated as the greateft 
criminals, they repaired to the King of 
Sweden ; and fought frorti his generofity, 
and partly from his intereft, what they 
could not obtain from the Emperor's 
juffice. 

The Imperial army in Mecklenburgh and 
Pomerania^ was commanded by Horguato 
di Contij an Italinn. This General, not 
daring to encounter Guftavus in a pitched 
battle, determined if poflible, to circum- 
vent • him by treachery : he therefore pre- 
vailed on one of his officers, named Sluinti 
jiJigheriy to go over under a pretended de- 
fertion to Gti/lavus^ who received him into 
no fmall degree of fav0ur. 

Some time after, the King chufing to 
go in perfon and view the lines of Torguato's \ 

camp. 
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camp! took with him a party of only 
fevcnty horfe, among whom was Aligberi^ 
This officer contrived to leave his M ajefty 
on the road, and repaired with the utmoft 
fpeed to the Imperial army, where he gave 
full information of the intended expedi- 
tion. 7'orguato immediately transferred to 
him the command of five hundred Nea^ 
folitan cuiraffiers. Aligberi difpofed them 
in ambufcade in a narrow pafs, where 
Guflavus could have no chance to efcape 
^eir attack, and fet upon him in his re- 
turp. Though the iilequallity of numbers 
was fo great, as might have difconcerted a 
man of leis courage, it fcrved only to in- 
fpirit the Swedijh monarch: he defended 
himfelf at the head of his litde party with 
aftonifhing bravery j and .after his horfc 
was flain, fought a confiderable time on 
foot; till furrounded by his enemies he 
was taken prifoner, though unknown to 
thofe who had fiezed him. His ibldiers 
forgetting their own danger, while they 
beheld that to which their King was ex-» 
pofed, attacked with fuch defperate valpur 
the men into whofe hands he had fallen^ 

that 
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that they difperfcd them, recovered their 
King, and thereby* gave him the power of 
continuing his defence. 

This fight lafted fo long that an officcf 
whom Guftavus had pofted at the head of 
a detachment, to fecure his retreat, grow- 
ing uneafy at not feeing him return, dif- 
patched a troop of horfe full fpeed, to ex- 
amine into the occafion of it. He fortu- 
nately came foon enough to find the King, 
and a few of his men alive, the greateft 
part being flain. 

He foon routed the Neapolitam^ and 
had the honour of refcuing his Sovereign, 
who fhewed more grief for the lofs of his 
foldiers, than joy for his own efcape, and ar- 
raigned himfelf very feverely, for having by 
his rafhnefs occafioned the death of men, 
who had given fuch evident proofs of the 
moft heroic valour*. 

Gtiftavus proceeded in his march : fur- 
prifed Bart^ and took by ftorm Damgarten^ 
and Ribnitz : from thence he entered into 
Mecklenburgh 'j where he knew his pre- 
fence was ardently wifhed, for that people 

♦ Hart\ Gujicruus Adolphus. 
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impatiently fuppbrted the Imperial yoke, 
tbe continual exactions bf the General, and 
the oppreflions of the garrifons ; and eager- 
ly longed for the reftoration of their antient 
Sovereigns. As foon as Gu/lavus entered 

the dutchy he invited all the country by 
proclamations to (hake off the flavery which 
they endured, and to acknowledge once 
their former Princes. 

As Roflock was a very ftrong and confi- 
derable city, and lay within four miles of 
the Baltic, it was an objedt for the King of 
Sweden, who finding the garrifon too nume- 
rous to admit of a fiege, blockaded it, and 
left it to the care of Bannier, while he 
himfelf marched into Ulterior Pomeranidy 
and took the city of Colbergen. He thea 
returned into Meckknburgby defying the 

Decern- feyeritics of winter, which were that year 
extremely rigorous, and made himfelf 
. mafter of Griffenhdgen and Gortz. 

A. D. The Dukes of Mecklenburgh had the 

*^3' fatisfadion of feeing great progrefs made 

in the redudlion of their dominions, 

and found the hearts of their, fubjefts 

jftill loyal, though they had been reduced 

to 
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to fubmit to a fuperior power. Some, 
of them ventured to engage in their 
Prince^s caufe, among whom none were 
more diftinguiflied than Melk^ a native of 
Meckknburgby and originally a common 
fbldier; but who by his extraordinary va- 
lour and talents, raifed himfelf to an un-* 
common degree of confideration. He 
levied a fmall body of troops^ confiding 
of three hundred foot and thirty-fix horfe^ 
with which he determined to attack A&/- 
chin^ a ftrong fort, fituated on the banks 
of the river Pene^ garrifoned by two com- 
panies of dragoons. 

Melk^ in order to make a more formi- 
dable appearance, collected a great num- 
ber of peafants, and giving each of them 
two lighted matches, difperfed them about 
in fmall parties; efpecially along the grand 
avenue, over a morafs that led to the town. 
About four o'clock in the morning he 
fummoned the garrifon, in the name of 
the King of Sweden^ to capitulate; de- 
claring, 'that if they hefitated a fingle 
moment, no quarter ihould be allowed 
them. 

The 
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The Commandant deceived by the ap» 
pearance of numbers, and intimidated by 
fb peremptory a fummons^ did not take 
dme to examine into the ftrength of the 
aflailants, but furrendered ^diredly. 

Melk not only by this means got pojP 
feffion of a ftrong fort, but obtained the 
^ two companies of dragoons; for when 
they found to how fbiall a force they had 
fubmitted, they rather choie to enter into 
die Snvedijh fervice^ than to run the hazard 
of being called to an account for their 
credulity *. 

The Dukes put them/elves at the head 
of a little army of faithful fubjei^s, with 
wluch they reduced many places, and 
partly by their courage and condud:, and 
partly by their humanity and the afFedtion 
the people bore them^ conquered the great- 
eft part of the dutchy. While they were 
thus employed) the King was taking mea-^ 
fures to eftabliih a general communication 
between Meckknburgbj and the adjacent 
countries. He laid fiege to Damin^ a 
place of great importance, fituated on the 

♦ Ibid. 

banks 
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banks of the Petie between Mecklenburgh 
and Pomerania^ The caftle was at fome . 
diilance from the: towii, and commune* 
cated with it only by a catifeway, in the 
middle of which a ftrong fortification was 
eredted* .This Gujiavus took by ftorm, 
oh the night, of his arrival, and foon after, 
made himfelf mailer of the caftle^ which 
was defended by feven companies of in- 
fantry,' who eniifted into the Swedijh fer-* 
vice. 

The garrifori in the town was com- 
manded by Duke Savelh\ who made fome 
defperate fallies during three days, but on 
the fourth offered to capitulate*, and 
obtained honourable condition^ after Gufi 
iavus had obliged hitn and his men to give 
a promife in writing, not to ferve againft 
the Swedes y or their allies, for three 
months. 

The King's next expedition was againft 
Franckfort on the Oder^ which he befieged, 
and, in a very ftiort time, took by ftorm: 
the town was firft entered by a company 
of Scofs^ of whom he had many in his 

• Puff. 

S army. 



diers to delift from plundering. He placed 
a. gamfon in the town; the commiuid 
whereof he ^ye to Le/ljf, a Scttcb- of- 
ficer. 

Gtifiavus foon after attacked Landfierg, 
which he reduced to capitulate, though , 
the nuniber of the garriibn much ex- 
ceeded that of the aHaiUnts. 

Count 7il^ was at this time employed 
in the fiege of MagJeburgh, a place of 
fuch great impcHtance» xltaX GuJIavus ear- 
ncftly wiJhed to relieve itj but for this 
purpofe it was neceflary to be well alTured 
of a fafe paflage, and retreat through 
Brandmburgh^ and of the affiftance of the 
Eledor of Saxony. To procure the firft, 
he. forced the Eledor of Brandenburgh to 
a conference, having marched at the head 
of a body of troops to Berlin, accompa- 
nied 
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nied by Adolphui Duke of Mecklenburgh : 

anxious for the fuccefs of the King's arms, 

he ufed bis utnfioft endeavours to perfuade 

the Ele6lor to adhere ftrongly to Gu/favus^ 

but though that Monarch's prefence dif- 

pofed the Eleftor to give him ftrong affur- 

ances of his attachment, and in reality 

to enter into his alliance, yet he v^as too 

irrefolute to be an ufeful friend. The 

EleiStor of Saxony could not be induced to 

joip Gt^avuSj or to do more than pro- 

mife him a free paffage for fuch provifions 

zs he fhould think proper to fend to Mag- 

delmr^b : for the fear of the houfe of Au- 

Jiria vsras fo univerfel, that even the Princes 

v/ho had moft follicited the King's affif- 

tance, had not courage to join him v^hen 

he entered Germany in their defence, and 

in purfuance of their invitation. 

The Eleftor of Saxony had aflembled 
together all the Proteftant Princes, and 
friends to the King of Sweden. They met . 
in great numbers at Lei^c-y but after ma- 
ny debates, the afiair ended in fending re- 
monftrances to the Emperor, complaining 
of the treatment they had received from 

S 2 his 
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his troops, and notifying a refblution of 
raifing an army' of forty thoufand men> 
but not one of them would engage in a 
league with Gu/iavus. Thus was that 
great Prince deprived of the power of re- 
lieving Mdgdeburgb^ which' was at iait 
taken by ftorm, and entirely deflroyed. 
May 10^ Near forty thoufand inhabitants are faid 
to have periflied cither by the fword, or 
fire; for almoft the whole town was burnt 
to aflies*. The cruelties committed there 
will for ever excite the horror of all ages, 
and are chiefly attributed to the barbarity 
of jT/Z^, who, when fome of his officers 
befought him to put a flop to fuch un- 
heard of cruelties as were then exercifed, 
only anfwered, " The town mufl bleed; 
•* it has not yet offered fufficient expiation. 
** Let the foldiers perlifl another Jiour, 
" and then we will reconfider the mat- 
" ter/* A few days after, the camp of 
the Imperialifls took lire, wherein was 
confumed the mofl part of the very great 
booty gained by the foldiers at the Pek- 
ing of Magdeburgb. 

♦ Ibid. Puff, rer. Sue. 
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When Gujiavuis attention was no longer 
engaged by that unfortunate city, the 
hopes of Telieving which had engrofled all 
his thoughts ; he made himfelf mafter of 
Gripejwaldy the only town in Pomerania 
which then remained to be conquered. 
From thence he marched into Mecklen- 
burghy which the Dukes had entirely 
reduced, except Rojioc^ Wifmar^ and 
Damits. As foon as the King arrived at 
Guftrowy he ordered the neceffary prepara- 
tions for the fecond inauguration of the two 
Dukes into their recovered dominions, 
which was conducted with great pomp. 

The clergy, the fenators, and the no- 
bility, the latter amounting to eight hun- 
dred, began the proceffion ; then fuc- 
ceeded the fenior Duke, attended by 
Ihirty-fix halberdiers: his Highnefs was 
that day drefled in black, appearing rather 
as a mourner for the fufFerings of his 
country, than as a triumphant con- 
queror; thirty-fix trumpeters followed in 
different liveries. The King of Sweden 
came next on .horfeback, drefled in green, 
with a plume of blue and white feathers 

S3 on 
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on his hat, attended by twenty-r^^ur run- 
ning footmen^ and eighteen Soldiers on 
holdback. The younger Duke of Meck^ 
knburgb followed, accompanied by Ulric 
Prince of Denmark^ third fon to Cbriftiern 
the Fourth j the Dukes of Pcmerafiiay and 
Courland'y and the Princes and Prince/Tes 
of the hoofe of Meckkfdmrgb \ the ladies 
of quality and faihion clofed the pro« 
ceffion in one hundred and thirty coaches, 
guarded by a body of one thoufand eight 
hundred hor&men, all well . mounted and 
' well attired. 

This cavalcade marched £rA to the 

great church, where divine fcrvice was 

performed, and a fermon preached on the 

following text; " They that fow in tears, 

*« fhall reap in joy,*' Pfaim cxxvi. v. 5. 

From thence (hey went to the town-hall, 

and ranged themfelves in cmier. The 

great Chancellor Oxenjliern then appeared, 

and exhorted the people to renounce 

Walfiein^ and re*acknowiege their lawful 

Sovereigns ; a requeft to which they figni- 

Eed their compliance, by repeated fhouts 

and acclamations ; medals were thrown to 

the 
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the populace, on which were engraven 
the heads of the two reigning Princes on 
one fide, and on the other a Pelican feed- 
ing its young with ilreams of blood iiTuing 
from its brraft. Left this event might in 
time be forgotten, Gu/lavus commanded 
that all parents, (hould fully inftruifi: their 
children in the nature of this Reftoration, 
aqd teach them to ren>cmber, with the 
warmeft gratitude to the Almighty, the 
re-eftablifhment of their lawful Sovereigns, 
of their religion, and of their liberty *• 

' The lofs of the city of Magdeburgf) had 
alarmed the Proteftant Princes, and dif- 
poied them to ad with lefs timidity* 
Some whom fear of either party had 
kept in fufpenie between both, began to 
declare more openly for the defender of 
their religion and liberties. 

The Landgrave of H^Jfcy put himfelf 
under the King of Sweden's protection, 
who gave him hopes of procuring a refti- 
tution of fome places taken from him by 
the Emperor during the Bohemian war: 
the Landgrave engaging on his fide, to 

♦ Harfs Gujiavus Adolphus. 
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affift Gufiavus with troops and proviiions, 
and to recpivc garrifons into fuch cities, as 
the King of Snloeden fliould demand, on 
promife of their being reftored when they 
ceafed to h6 neccflaiy for the profecution 
of the war. 

The Eleftor of Saxony ^ exafperated by 
the iniblent behaviour of the Imperialifts, 
made the fame kind of treaty with Guf^ 
favus ; and joined him with his forces at 
Wittemburg. 

' The Eledor, unwilling to have his do- 
minions continue the feat of war, both 
armies being at that time in it, prevailed 
with Gu/lavus to give the Imperialifts batde. 
Ti!^2x Leipfic. I'illy was little inclined to 
run the hazard, till fome expefted rein^ 
forcements fhould arrive ; but his opinion 
was overborne by that of younger Generals, 
and he was obliged to meet Gu/iavus in 
the field. 

We fhall hot attempt to defcribe this 
battle, as it is not our purpoic to write a 
circumftantial hiftory oi Germany ; but fhall 
only relate fuccindtly the courfe of afJairs, 
to niake the hiftory of the Dukes of 
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Mecklenburgh the more intelligible, which 
could not without a feries of other events, 
be at all undcrftood. This will oblige us 
to mention many, actions in which they 
were not concerned, but we fhall relate 
them with all poiSble brevity. It fufficeth 
therefore to fay, that although the ifox^i 
who had been fo eager to engage, were 
routed on the firft onfet, yet the Swedes 
obtained a cdnipleat vid:ory, and Tilfy whp 
defended himfelf to the laft with the 
moft obftinate bravery, was- defperately 
wounded*. 

m 

Leipjic immediately furrendered to Guf^ 
tavu$^ who profecuting his viftories with 
amazing rapidity, in four months extended 
his conquefts from the Baltic^ to the fron*- 
tiers of Lorrain * and Switzerland. The 
Eledlor of Saxony fubdued Luface; and 
penetrating into Bobemiay took the city of 
Prague. He might have made ftill farther 
progrefs, had he not fufFered his foldiers 
to be debauched by profperity, who foon 
became immerfed in the moft diflblute 
exceffes. 

♦ Ibid. 
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Count Ti/fy in a ihort time aflembled 
an army almoft double in number to 
that which Guftavus commanded * ; but 
was ib much difpiritcd by the lofs of the 
battle of Leifficy that he fat a quiet fpec- 
tator of the King^s daily conqucfts, not 
difpofcd to venture a fecond engagement 
This timid conduft induced the Emperor A. D. 
to recall Waljiein ; he intreated him to facri- ^^3^ 
fice private refentmcnt to public utility, and 
offered him the command in chief of the 
Imperial forces, with abfolute power, in- 
tirdy independant of die Councils of Vien-- 
na-f", an offer .that ambitious and rapa- 
cbus officer was little difpofed to rejeft ; 
accordingly he was declared Generaliffimo. 
Gujiarous ftill continuing his progrefs ; 
palled the Danube '^ and having reached 
the frontiers of Bavaria^ found the paf- 
fage of the river Lech defended by Tilfy. 
That General had pcftcd himfelf on the 
banks, in fo advantageous a manner, as 
rendered an attack very hazardous; but 
Guftavus determined to attempt it; and 

* Ibid. t Sicuf de Heiffi. 
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pafling his army over a temporary bridge 
of his own conftrudting, obliged the Count 
to retire in the night ; who in this retreat 
received a wound, of which he died in a 
few days. 

Augjbtdrg immediately furrendered to the 
vidtorious Swedes : The King reftored the 
exercife of the Proteftant religion, arid ex- 
a£ked on oath of allegiance from the ma* 
^ftrates. This ftep had a bad efFe£): on his 
allies, who feared from hence, that liis 
views were more interefted, and more ex- 
tcnfive, than he acknowledged. The King . 
then laid fiege to Ingold/laJt -, but it was fo 
bravely defended by the fon of Count 57/^, 
that his Majefty thought proper to abandon 
that ehterprife. He however took Munich^ 
. and many other places of ftrength in Ba-^ 
varia. Some of his officers would have 
perfuaded him to revenge on Municby the 
cruelties which Tilly had perpetrated at 
Magdeburghy but he replied : " Far be it 
" from us, to imitate the barbarity of our 
^\ anceftors the Goths^ who have rendered 
" their memories deteftable, by fpilling 
" the blood of the. dcfencclefs, and de- 

." ftroying 
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ftroying the noblcft \vorks of art.*' He 
entered the place without the leaft difor- 
der; and received three hundred thoufand 
rix dollars, as a ranfom for the town, in 
which he found a hundred and forty pieces 
of cannon, which he fent to Augjburg *. . 

Enuring thefe. tranfadions, Walftein re- 
covered PraguCy and the reft of Bohemia. 
Papenbeimy another Imperial General, re- 
reduced part of Saxony. Walftein contrary 
to his inclination ^(having a perfonal hatred 
to that Prince) was obliged to join the 
Duke of Bavaria^ and march againft Guf- 
tavus J but refufed to give him battle. The 
King who had received fome reinforce- 
ments, attacked him in his intrenchments ; 
but after confiderable lofs, found it necef- 
fary to retreat. Being in fome diforder, 
and feeing no General officer near, the King - 
addreffed himfelf to Hepburn^ an old ex- 
perienced Scots Colonel, who upon fome 
difguft had quitted his fer-vice, and was 
then among the German troops : he be- 
fought him to lay afide his refentment, and 
exiert himfelf for the fafety of fo many 

. * Ibid. 

brave 
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fefave men. Hepbtirn replied, that oii 
fuch an occafion only, would he ferve fo 
ungrateful a Prince, then rufliing into the 
very heat of the battle, he made Ae King's 
vrM known to the army 5 and conduced 
the retreat with the moft confummate pru- 
dence: after this adion, in oppoficion to 
^ all the King's perfuafions aad promifes, he 
retired into his own country * . During 
this^ttack, his Swedijh Majefty was brought 
into much danger, part t)f his boot being, 
carried away by a cannon ball. 

Walfiein having marched into Saxony^ 
the King, at the requeft of that Eleao^, 
determined to leave Franconia^ where he 
then was, and give him batde. Accord- 
Novem- jn^y at Lutzen within two leagues c£Leip^ 
^^ *5* Jicy the armies (engaged. The Swedes were 
at firft repulfedj whereupon, the King 
alighting, put hinifelf at the head of his 
troops, and addrefling them with fome 
warmth; " If, faid he, after having \ 
** forced your paflage over fo many rivers, 
fcaled fo many walls, and reduced fo 
many ftrong fortreffes^ you have not * 
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*^ courage to defend fne, at leaft aiTume 
** refolutton enough to wait and fee me 
" fall.'* His men touched with this re- 
proach» unaninsouily exclaimed^ that they 
l^d no fears but for his perfon; and re-* 
turned to the charge fo v^oroufly^ that 
they forced the intrenchments of fFaU 
Jiein*^ camp. 

* After this Gu/iaous went to reconnditre 
another pofl:, attended only by two Aid 
de Camps ; when being furrounded by a 
party of cuirafHers, this brave Prince was 
unfortunately flain. Som^ attributed this 
fatal flroke to Francis Albert. Duke of 
Saxe^Lawenburgby who is fuppoied to have 
entered into his alliance, only for an op- 
portunity of perpetrating this deteflablc 
affaflination; a furmife which received 
ftrength from hi^ abandoning the Swedes 
and declaring for the Emperor, immedi- 
ately after the engagement *. 

Thus perifhed one of the greateft and 
bcfl Generals the world ever faw. If he 
was nor entirely free from ambition, yet 
the Interefts of religion were fo blended 

♦ Ibid. 

with 
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b it as might in a. great meafure, con- 
it from himfclf. It is fcldom that the 
]an heart lofes fo fair an opportuni^ 
ieceiving itfelf. It is cert^ that he 
fincerely pious: he never omitted r^ 
IT and public afts of devotion j neidicr 
in any engagement till he 1^ joined 
1 his army in prayers for fuccdsl or 
led any viftory, for which he did not 
he fame manner, return his gratefiil 
nowledgements to the Supreme Being, 
generofity and humanity' were felt hj 
greateft enemies, as well as the meaneft 
[lis foldiers; whofc labours he allevi- 
l by the moft endearing affability ; fet- 
; before them an amiable e?campte of 
It they thcmfelvcs ought to be. 
Lfter the death of Guftavusy the Duke 
^axe-Weymar fuftained the fight with 
nciblc courage. Papenbeim received a 
tal wound; and the Imperialifts fuf- 
d fo much in the battle, that thiey re- 
Ced under favour of the night, with 
utmoft precipitation. The next day, 
r a diUgent fearch, the King*s body 
found ftripped and mangled. One 
of 
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of his attendants lay dead by his fide ; the 
othcr> juft expiring, had fcarcely ftrength 
enough left to relate the manner of his 
Prinee*s death *4 His body was eonveyed 
with great pomp to Stockholm. 

The Eled:or Palatine^ who had for 
fome time, attended GuJiavuSy all his 
hopes of being, re-inftated in his domini- 
onsj depending on that Monarch, was then 
confined with ficknefs at Mentz. His 
diftemper was fo much aggravated by the 
.account of the death of his Protedtor, that 
he furvived him only a few days. 

The Emperor conceived hopes from 
this great event, that l^e fliould foon reco- 
ver all the loflTes he had fiiftained^ but 
Bernard Duke of Saxe-Weymar fhewed 
him, that the fpirit of Gujiavus ftill fur- 
vived; and before the end of the year, 
drove the Imperialifts out of Saxony. 

. Notwithfl:anding this fuccefs, the Pro- 
teftant Princes were greatly difpirited by 
the death of the King oi Sweden. The ' 
Duke of Saxony ablblutely refufed to con- 
cur in their military operations, and the 

r 
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Elector of Brandeniurgb, though Idsexplicity 
became equally ufelefs to the party. In this 
exigence Chancellor Oxen/iiern^ to whom 
the chief direction of the S^medijb affairs 
was committed, a£femblod the Frotdtaat 
. Princes at Hailbrmy and engaged, thou^ 
Wi£h great difitculty, all of them except 
the two above-named, to renew their alli^ 
ance. France and Denmark did die £ime, 
though neither of them weie very fincere 
friends; the former wifhing &e Sivedei 
only k far fucceisful as corresponded with 
fome fecrct defigns of thdr own, and 
the latter were too jedous of the glory the 
Swedes had already acquired to give them 
much affiflance towards obtaining fre/b 
laurels. 

In the afiembly at Hailbrony Oxenftiern 
declared the young Eledtor Palatine fiic- 
ceflbr to his father, and lawful inheritor y 
of the Palatinate ; and on his own autho- 
rity re-inflated, but could not, in fadt, re^ 
efhblifh him in his principality. He 
hoped by this flep to engage England, 

Holland^ Brandenktrgh^ and the Eledoral 
Family to unite with the Swedes^ as that 

Prince 
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t^ince was ih manifeftly lattreRcd in their 
fttccefs^ About this time, the Duke of 
Feria arrived in Qermany, with thirty thou- 
fand ttdh'an auxiliaries fent by Spain 'y but 
fFalfiletn^ through eniry of this new Gtf- \ 
neral, contrived to. render his army ufelefs, 
^nd contributed more thin the enemy, 
though Marfhal Hi^it gave him ibme 
condfiderable checks to ruin his army, 
which fo much afflidted the Duke, that 
he is faid to have died of vexation* 
; The Sn»edijh affairs, dircdtcd by Oxen^ 
ftiem^ and carried into execution^ , by Ber-^ 
nor J Duke of Saxe^Weymary the Duke of 
Luneniurghy Banniery Honty and Count 
Thurrij improved, rather than declined: 
bat the German Princes grew weary of a 
war, wherein their dominions were con-» 
titrable iulFerers; for even the armies 0/ 
their friends became very deflru<5tive ; 
fince^ as they could not be always regu-> 
larly paid, it was next to inipoffible to 
keep tihem in exad: difcipline. The Swedes 
jt were not much lefs difatlsfied with a war, 
which had deprived them of a King whom 
j^iey loved simoft to idolatry ; but Oxen-^ 
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'as too good a. politklan, not to fee 
rflity of continuing it in its firfl vi- 
lli he could obtain a fafe and ho- 
;e peace : for this purpofe he exef ted 
ale addreis, in fcveral different af- 
s of the Princes, in order to retaki 
» their former refolutions. 
y recaved Ibme encouragement 
''^alfiein's falling a fecond time into 
:: that General's amUtion led him 

at the crown of Bobemtai and 
he found that his enemies had 
him in the Emperor's opinion, h« 
withtheProteftantsj offering to join 

they would promife their afTiftance 
him on the Bohemian throne. The 
fufpeSed him of a defigo to betray 
uid therefcM'e paid little regard to 
xjfals; but the court of Vimrm be- 
lim in earneft, and determined his 
Je then engaged a party of officers 
ar to defend him againft every 

and took fome other ileps which 
d him ililt more obnoxious to the 
1 court. To prove his imiocence 
scming careleffiiefs of his perfon, 
he 
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he went to Egra^ thinking he might fafcly 
depend on the garrifon, but was there af- 
faflinated by three officers*. The day fol- 
lowing, the Duke of Saxe-Lawenburghy 
his confident, met the fame fate; and eigh- 
teen perfons, among thofe moft attached 
to him, were beheaded for having been 
partakers in his confpiracy. 

The Duke of Saxor^^ after a long fe- 
ries of endeavours to reftore peace to the 
empire by nfcgociatiop, found at length 
that the court of Vienna meant only to 
amufe him, and thereupon determined to 
engage in the war. His troops routed a 
numerous body of Imperialifts, and ob- 
tained many advantages. 

The Swedes likcwife were fuccefsful in 
every place but Bavaria: there indeed, 
they received a very confiderable defeat; 
the Imperialifts and Spaniards attacking 
them in conjunftion. 

This King of Hungary^ whoin the Em- 
peror his father had appointed General of 
his forces, laid fiege to Ratijbon. Bernard 
, Duke of Weymar and Gtiftavus Hom^ as iboii 

* Ibid, Puff. ^ 
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as they heard the town was befieged, 
joined their armies^ and marched with all 
ipeedy in order to fuecour it; but they ar« 
rived too late ; the Sv^edijh Commandant, 
after' a very brave .defence having evacu« 
tftod the town on* the moil honoaratie 
terms. As the Imperiaiiils had received 
It coniiderable recruit of Spanijh troops^ 
H)m was averfe to giving them battle } 
but the other officers over^ruling his c^^ 
nion, the two armies engaged near Nord^ 
fingen. The fight wasiopg and obftinate, 
die iStcv^rx behaved with incredible valour, 
but fuperiority of numbers at length pre-r 
vailing^ they were defeated; and loft &^ 
venteen thoufand men with all tbmr bag^ 
gage and artillery; befides four thoufand 
taken prifoners, among whom was Guf^ 
tavus Horn hinafelf *. 

The Chancellor was extremely fliocked 
at the news of this overthrow; th^ allks 
were difconcerted beyond meafure^ and 
nothing was to be heard but complaints 
againfl the S'wedes. This event had a 
great (hare in determining the Elector of 

* Ibid, 

'SdPcory 
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Sap&my to &ek a %arate ^eace with the 
Emperor: the Swedijh allies in Germany 
grew cold in the common caufe ; and Oxenr 
fiiirn had little hopes of any powerful af* 
£ftance except from France^ which he en- ' 
dbavpured. by the nioft preffing inftances 
to obtain; but could not procure it with* p^ ^y 
out delivering up Alface^^ to his moft 1635 
Chriftian MajeAy. The Eledfcor of Sgxony 
not only made his own peace, but recon- 
ciled moil of the other Proteftant Princes 
to the Emperor. On the thirteenth of May^ 
the treaty of Prague was iigned by the 
Duke of SaxM^y WilUam Duke o£ Saxe- 
Weymar^ elder brother to Duke Bernard^ 
the Dukes oiLumnburgh znAMecklenburgb^ 
the Princes of Anbalt^ and feveral free 
cities. The Dukes of Mecikniurgb were 
acknowledged in this treaty by the £m«* 
peror J and the af&irs of moft of the othei: 
Princes eflabliihed on the fame footing as 
before the war : the free exercife of the 
Proteftant religion was permitted through- 
out Germany, the Emperor's hereditary 
dominions excepted ; and part of the P^- 

* Puff: rcn Sue. 
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"latinate fecured to the Eleftor of Bavaria, 
on his paying the Princefs Palaiiae's join- 
ture, and promifing a proper fubfiftance 
for her fon, when he fliould return to his 
duty: it was likewife agreed, that every 
thing taken during the war /hould be re- 
ftorcd, except Pidlipfimrgb^ which was 
{till to renudn in the hands of his Impe- 
rial Majcfty. 

The Swedfs might very juftly have com- 
plained of this ungenerous, or rather trea- 
cherous behaviour of their allies ; but the 
difadvantagcs arifing from their defedion, 
was greater in appearance than in reality. 
The attention each Prince paid to his own 
private intereft, had given rife to fuch a 
contrariety of fentiments and, opinions, as^.^ 
greatly perplexed the Swedijb Councils : 
fome regard was to be fhewn to the dcfires 
of every one of them, but the private views 
of each individual not only embarraffed the 
general caufe, but being inconfiftent and 
incompatible, deprived the Swedes of alt li- 
berty of adtion, and obliged them to em- 
jiloy more of their attention to avoid giv-^ ^1 
ing any difguft to one or other of their • 
gUies, 
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.allies, than could poffibly confift with the 
common welfare. The S'wedijh armies 
indeed were in fome meafure leflcned; 
but as they diminiflied in number, they 
increafed in freedom, and if they ex- 
pedled lefs afliftance, they were however 
furc of meeting with fewer impediments. 
They had ftill fome Proteftant Princes in 
their paftyj and this was fufficient to re** 
tain the German troops in their fcrvice, 
who might otherwife have fcrupled fight- 
ing againft their whole country ; and were 
now at liberty to exad fuppli^s, and 
contributions from far the greateft part of 
Germany^ in which they were before oblige- 
ed to be very fparing, to prevent their 
friends from taking offence*. 

The King of France was rendered 
more earnefl in the profecution of the 
war, by the defeftion of the German 
Princes ; he had for political reafons wifhed 
to prolong the diibrders in Germany^ but 
at the fame time was unwilling to flrengthen 
too much the Proteflant caufe. The lefs 
therefore thofe Princes fcemed concerned 
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in it; the more ready he was to con- 
tribute to the fuccefs of the Swedes. For 
dik reaibn he raifed a confidenble nam* 
ber of troops, part of which he commiu 
ted to the condud of Bernard Duke of 
Saxerff^eymoTy who was appointed Grae- 
lal of tl^ forces of dieProteftanc Princes; 
and had been obliged to retire to the con- 
fines of France y by die approach of the 
Imperial army. 

The Iqtiperialifts purfued their good 
fortune widi great diligence: they drove 
die Swedes out of the greateft part of 
liieir conqueib \ and left them only the 
power of retaining the (h(»es of the Bakic^ 
which they were obliged to employ all 
their forces to preferve, iince by diat alone 
they could iecure to dnemielves a retreat 
iirto Sweden. The Elector of Saxony al- 
io turned his arms againft them; and 
endeavoured to feduce their officers from, 
them by large Aims of money, which at 
diat time was become very fcarcc in the 
Swedijh camp. 

In the midft of this melancholy fbte 
of their affairs, the Swedes were much 

revived 
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nhrived by an advantage Marflial Bamiep 
gained over the Eledor of Soxm/s annjTy 
vrherem as they attempted to pafe the 
Eiie^9 (otDt thoufandi of the Saxtms wen 
taken or flain. 

The Dukes of Mecklenburg had le^ 
ceived no benefit as yet fi-om their treaty 
with the Eniperor, except that of being 
acknovirledged by him. The Sncedes were 
flill in pofiefiion of great part of their 
dutchy, and the reft of it was inb^eded 
to depredations of the Saxons^ who had 
made it the feat of war. In this deplo^ 
rable condition they had no hope^ of re^ 
lief, but from a peace between the Swedes 
and Saxons: diey therefore offered their 
mediation to the Chancellor Oxenftiem^ 
who approved their intentkm of ufing 
their beft endeavours to procure a reconci*^ 
Uation: they then applied to the Duke of 
Saxprr^; but though the great intereft th^ 
had in the fuccefs of their ii^ociatioi>» 
rendered them a^ve and eloquent in die 
bufinefs they had undertaken; yet th^ 
could not prevail : the war was ftill proie« 

Cuted 5 
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cuted( and their country continued to fuf« 
fer all the calamides to which it had been 
fb long expofcd*: the French Ambafl^or 
likewife endeavoured to obftruA a treaty, 
which by no means correfponded with 
his mafter*s views of protraifting the trou- 
bles in Germamf. 

But notwithflanding the impediments 
which arofe, John Albert was not quite 
deprived of the pleafing hope of foon re- 
ftoring peace to his country, when he was 
feized by a ficknefs, which carried him off 
on the twenty-third of Aprils in the for- 
ty-fifth year of his age. He had embraced 
Ae reformed religion and educated his 
children in the fame profeflion. His firft 
wife was Margaret Elizabeth, of the houfe 
of Mecklenburgh^ by whom he had two 
ions, who died in dieir infancy; and two 
daughters, Sophia Elizabeth^ and. Cbrijli^ 
ana Margaret: for the firft h^ was at that 
time in treaty of marriage with Augtijius^ 
Duke of fFolfembuttle \ but his death oc- 
cafioning fome delay in the completion of 
the nuptials, they wereliot celebrated till 

* Puff, de r^r. Sue. 
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the thirteenth of July following. For 
his fecond wife, he had efpoufed Eliza^ 
heth^ . daughter to the Landgrave of Hejfe^ 
by whom he had no children; and his 
third was Eleonora Mary^ daughter of 
Cbri/iiern / the Firft, Prince of Anhalt 
Dernburgy by whom he had one i<m Guf^ 
iavus Adolphusy and one daughter j^na 
Sophia, befides three children who died in ^ 
their infancy. 

At the time of his deceafe, Gu/Iavus 
Jldolphus was but three years old. The 
widow of the late Duke claimed the 
guardianfhip of her fon and the govern- 
ment of his dominions; but Adolpbu% 
Frederic y his uncle^ aflerted, that as the 
neareft male relation, the care of his ne- 
phew, and the regency of the ftate, ap- 
pertained to him. The Dutchefs applied 
to the Emperor, who, as he ^yifhed not 
to fee that dutchy too powerful, was more 
inclined to have part of it remain under 
the rule of a woman, than that the whole 
ihould be united under Adolphus Frederic ; 
he therefore paffed a degree in her favour, 

and 
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wad adjadged the guardlanflup of Gt^atm 
to her. 

AMphm Frederic would not fubmit to 
this icntence) and prepared even to feize 
1^ force the perfi)il of his nephew. The 
ptttehefs was not able to contend in a mi^ 
litary manner ; the people were for Aihl^ 
.pbus\ and the Emperor did not think it 
^yi&ble to render the Duke of Meckkn-^ 
ktrgk again his enemy ; he therefore for* 
\x}« to infift on the execution of hb de^ 
cree, ajid Adoipbus made good his preten- 
iions. He ient Ibr the young Prince to his 
court and contrary to the inclination of the 
Datchefs Dowager, caufed him to be edu-< 
csited in the Lutheran £uth. 

The Swedijh army began to be in great 
wstot of provifions, in a country fc conti- 
nually ravaged; when Marfhal Bonnier ^ 
having received a reinforcement of twclvd 
thoufand Pru/Jians^ attacked the Saxon ar^ 
my, which had re-entered Meckknlmrgb > 
and the Duke of Sasmrj^ found himfelf 
obliged to abandon his camp, and to pafs 
the Havel. His retreat gave Barmier li- 
berty to difpcrfe fome of his troops in the 

Marcbe 
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Marche of Branienburgf)^ to prooufe them- 
jfelves fubfiftance: and indeed he had a 
right to treat almc^ all Germany as a 
country belonging to the enemy, the Sweda 
being deferted By creiy German ally, ex- 
cept the Landgrave of Skje^ who was {6 
fnrrounded with enemies^ that it was not 
then in his power to give them any afi]£- 
tance. 

The Elector of Saxony was fo much 
weakened by the lois he had fuftained in 
his engagement with the Mar£hal, that he 
withdrew into Pomerama, with a defign 
of joining Mat^acim, who commanded the 
Imperial troops in that provioce. The 
Swedes clofely purfrrcd him, and in feverat 
fkirmifhes, killed many of his men : and 
even after he had eifeded his jim&ion with 
the Imperialifts, they took Haveliurgb in 
fight of both armies, who durft not ha- 
zard a batde in its defence : they likewife 
defeated not long after twelve regimens of 
the jSii»rof7 army. 

The Eledtor being reinforced by a body 

of Ai^rian troops, laid fiege to Magde^ 

burghy which was fo well ftored with pro- 

r vifions 
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vifions and ammunidoiH that Bonnier hoped 
to raiie a force fufiicientto reUeve the towA 
be£>re it could be obliged to fuitender* 
In the mean time he took a view of the 
cities on the ihores of the Elh^ to fee 
that nothing was wanting towards their 
defence, in cafe they might be attacked on 
any advantage gained over him : but, to 
his great, furprize, before he began his 
march towards Mojgdeiurgbi they broi]^ht 
him word the city wa$ taken. The gir^ 
rifon had made a very vigorous defence ; 
and by their frequent fallies, perhaps too 
frequent, had confumed their ammuni- 
tion; which obliged them to furrender 
when leaft expedled*. They obtained 
however an honourable capitulation ; and 
were efcorted to WefbeUy where Bannier 
then lay enc^^nped* 

The Saxons furprized Tangermundj 
which they pltmdered, and coaunittpd in 
the place great barbarities. The Eledor 
being afterwards joined by the Imperial 
army, followed the Marfhal into thci 
dutchy of Meckknburgby and intrenched 
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himfelf in a foreft within a league of Ban-^ 
nieTy who was then encamped at Parkeim. ^ 
He detached Maracini to befiege Stdrgardj 
where he had before been repulfed with 
lofs> but was at prefent more fnccefsful; 
though the Sivedes defendecf it with the 
ttf mcft bravery. Aftet Maracini had plun- 
dered the towui he abandoned it *. 

Banniir waited only to be joined by 
WangeU in order to give the Saxom and 
imperialifls battk^ though their numbers 
would .ftill far exceed his own* Accord-*^ 
ingly, havirtg received the expe<9:ed fuc- 
cours, he endeavoured to draw the enemy 
j&om an advanageous poft, which they oc-* 
cupied on a hill well fortified with redoubts 
and a great train of artillery: but they 
would not truft fo far to the fuperiority of 
their numbers as to advance to meet the 
Swedes I which the Marfhal perceiving, 
attacked them at the fame time in di£&-« 
rent places with fuch vigour, that five or- 
fix thoufand of the enemy were fiain, and a 
much greater number were taken prifoncrs 
in the flight, which continued for three 

* Pujf. rer. Sue. 

U dayS) 



#1 



2.90 Tjifi H I: S T O R Y or 

days^ Bamnerh horfe all die time puriuiDg 
tbemfo clofely, that out (^ twenty tbou^- 
fand men, of which the SaxM and Ai^rU 
an armies confifted, oaly about three thour \ 
fand fied to Mag4ekurgb\ a £3ur greater num-r 
ber were dlTperied, and io intimidated 
that they couU never after be prevailed, 
with to enter into miUtajy.iervice». Th^ 
Eledor with much ^fficulty efiiaped to 
Lei^fic. The artillery ai^ a very great 
quantity of ba^age all fdl into the hand$t 
of the Sivfides^ to whom the fortrefs of - 
Wer^ furrcndered; and the garrifon, 
which coniifted of two thou&nd mm^ all 
enlifted into the Swidijb fervice. Bannier 
not to lofe the advantigea which adife frcnn 
a ftrong prepoiie0|on in favour of a viftor 
rious. General^ immediately paflbd the 
Bibe near Werbem entered into Ihtringia, 
and driving the Imperialifts thfo\igh thfe 
country of He^e^ purfu^d diem as far ag<. 
• IFefipbalia. 

While ^/BhixB took thb turn in Metkhn^^. 
burgk and Fonmmmy ihe Impemalift$ ^^^^^^ 
for fome time mc^e iiia:ej[sii)l in L^rami : 
and die adjacent parts. Galas ^ who com^^ 

manded 
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manded tfcei»e, took J^ijer^tatteri where tf» 

Dukeof ^^^^rhftddepofitcdall the booty 

he had tak«i during the wkr; The Duke 

forefow hdw little able this town was to 

xefift the enenay, and was extremely an- 

arioiis fo# the prefervatlon of his wealths 

but had not force fufficient to relieve 

it* The garrifon defended it with an 

exemplary refolfttion ; but after the mdft 

obilK^ig refift^ee, Galas took it by 

ilorm, afld put every, perfon in the town 

to the fword> vdthout diftindion of age ' 

or ie* . 

Gi^^i^d^en laid fiege to JD(?»;ir-;^/7/j ; and 

Count Mansfeldy who commanded another 

body of Imperialifts> blocked up the city 

of Mertlz $ a place of great confequence 

tb the S*wedeSy iince it fecured their com*^ 

municatioii with bodi fidas of the JRbine. 

Thdfe toi^& w^e more feitunate than 

Kaifer^aiMrn The Cardinal de k Faktte 

brought an army of eighteen diou£md 

French into Germany^ in the month of 

jtfy^^0\ widi which Ijawring joined the 

Duk^ of Weyrmr^ they forced d»3 lines of 

the beiiegefs> and rev»^ualled Mmtz,: / 
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then marching zpanikOaksy ^ty Obliged 
him to abandon the fiega of Dfwc-^t^^' 
The French and Swedfi havi^ encatnped 
near the cky of Merit^i Galaiy who had 
lc\qed an army oP thirty thottfend men iti 
the neighbourhood of W^fms^ fo dif^Ki^ed 
his troops, as to intercept all A© ppdvifkois 
which fhould be brought towdirdsthe cnc- 
my*s camp; whereby he r^itkicdl them to 
extreme want of food and ptoV^derJ In 
this emergency, nothing reiiiaintd, Jbut td 
change their quarters5 ^y put a ftrong 
garrifon into MentZy and having buried 
their cannon, and burnt aU their fuper- 
fluous baggage, they marcJied without ref- 
pite towards Vau^rwangiy in Ldrnnny 
in which place the French had a gar- 
rifon. 

Galas y with his ctvalry, ptH-fUed them in 
their retreat, and overtook tfeem between 
Odernheim and Mejfenhetm. 'The French 
and S^^^e'x finding the eiiemy fo Reai?, 
faced about, ahd , vigoroufly re^lfed the 
Imperialifts. Galas was not difcouraged 

by fo moderate a difadvantage ; but he put 

/ » 
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'Lwrain, . aid waited for them in at naff ow 
pafs between Vaudrevarige and Boulai. 
Here he hoped to attackthem with better 
fortune; and a very obftinate engagement 
enfUed,. wherein the Inifierfel cavalry was 
hgain defeated} hixt ig Galas could eafily 
repair his lofSj hs had ftHi a iofficient 
humbSr of tro(>p8 to take Vaudr'evange. 
■ The Swedes gained fome advantages or'iif 
rfie " Iifiperiafilfe m W^phMiat Generd ' 
■l^ifkaufen f-otfted thCffl dear Hafekunen^ 
after a very warn! engagement, wherein 
above a thouiand of the en^r^ were fbnt, 
1>ut.the General himfelf was killed in the 
battle*. 

" The Landgrave of Hefe, feeing thfi af- 
&irs trf^ the Swedes aflume a better afpeft^ 
took ecamgc, and piit" iMm&If at the head 
of a bodyerf" froopSj with which he joined 
<Jeneral Lejhf. They marched in con- 
jun-aiofl to Hama, then clofely befiegfed 
by the linperialifts, whom they obliged 

'J'uf. , 
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trkh confidcrabl6 lofs, to dcfift firom" tKdar 
ttiterprizc. 
A- D- At the latter end of this ycir, i treaty 
'^ was concluded betweea the King of France ^ 
and Bernard Duke of Saxe-WeymaTy v(rhere- 
•by it was agreed, that the latter, in con- 
iideration of a certain yearly ftipend, fhouM 
maintain eighteen thoufaild men, of which 
he (hould have the command, as General 
of the German Princes, in alliance with 
the French King, to whom he was required 
to take an oath of allegiance. Lewis tAr- 
gaged .to cede to him all cl^um oh Alsace ^^ 
and in cafe of a treaty with the Emperor, 
to ufe his utmoft endeavours to obtain fbr 
him the title of Landgrave of that pro- 
vince, or fome other equivalent. 

The Duke of Meckknburgby who faw 
that this treaty would in all probability 
prolong the war, as induftriouHy endea- 
voured to obftruft it, as to procure a peace, 
between the Swedes and the* Saomsy arid 
to as little purpofe. The Duke had fw 
fome time no other cmploymeht than 
negociating. Fortune fludhiated fo oonti- 
nually between each. party, tlw* he could 

not 
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^ not vciiturc to €fpoufe either; nor was any 
thing befides his perfon, in his difpofal; 
ills dutchy being always in the hamis of 
xme or the. other 51 generally indeed divided 

^ betW€3en.both; continually expofed to their 
ravages, and equally treated as an enemy's 
country, whdch fide foever came into pof- 
fcffion of ^. That counjtry was particu- 
larly /defirahle to each party: to Ae Im- 

, {lerialiAs, as it deprived :the Sfwedes of the 
means of retreating into Jutland'^ to the 
Spedes^^^ it iecured them a parage ^thi- 
ther; and to both in opening to tfaem a 
xoad into their enemy's country. To reconr 
cile the Swedes and the Emperor w^tS a dif- 
J^cult talk: the Duke of Meckkniurgb was 
not fo vifionary as to believe he could efied: 
it^. he therefore applied all Jxis endeavours to 
bring ^about a private peace between the 

, Swedes and the Saxons *, which would have 
faved his. country from being the feat of a 
mercilefs war, that might put it in point of 
,j^reis> at le^ pn-an equality with the reft 
' of Germany^ He was continually niedi«- 
ating hetweeUi thefe two powers, hut all 

Puffi it rer. Sne. 

U 4 be . 
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mimons iell to the Eledx>r of Brpmien- 
burgh \ but as they were at: that tone po^ 
$^pi by the Snoedes^ he could iipt enter 
jipon the fttcceiSon^. . 

The ImpcriaUfts made fevcral uafuc* 
ceftful attacks on Hermenfkin^ but the 
Frmcb garriibn in that town, hy irequeat 
depredations on the terntories of QoJ^n 
and hUntZy diAr^ed thofe Archbiihops 
£>mach» that they prevailed with Jdm 
de Wert^ an Imperial General, to air 
tempt it once more. The Garrifon made 
a vigorous defence, iu hq)es of being re- 
lieved, but it was not in the. power of 
the allies to anfwer their expectation, 
being at that period too much ei^ged in 
other parts. 

During this time, the Duke of Sa^t^ 
Weftmr, defeated General Merciy killed 
eight hundred of his men, and took a 
thou&nd prifoners, befid«s feiziiig a very 
great number of horfea, and mudi bagr 
gage. Herd iooa rallied his (roops, in 
hopes of retrieving bis honour, ^ut on ^ 
' contrary he received a total ovefthr-ow^ 

♦ Memoirs it Brandenhur^. 

^ When 
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When the Swedes found thei'e was • tto 
pfofpetft of an approaching peace, the 
'ftates ordered Marfhal Bmnier to dire<ft 
all his operations agaikift iSbtt Princes of 
Liinenburgbj and the Eledtbr oi Branden-- 
Aurgh and Saxony y by that means to open 
himfelf a paffage into the Emperor^s 
hcrcditaiy dominions. The Imperialifts, 
efteeming the Snvedes their moft formida- 
ble enemies, oppofed their chief ftr^ngth 
to Banniefy with an intention of oppre(i- 
fing'him entirely; as they would after- 
wards be fufficiently at liberty to flop the 
progrefs of the French. The Marfhal 
tberefcH'e had no part to aft, but to pre- 
pare for a vigorous defence againft a 
force fo fuperior to that he commanded ; 
and inftead of attempting new conquefts, 
was obliged to direA all his diligence and 
care, to preferve what he already poffet 
fed. In the fpring he defeated eight Saxon 
ferments near Euknburgby and having 
purfued them ?is far as 7ar^^«, they fiir- 
ftndered themfelves prifoners of war. He 
releafed the officer^, but made the.foldiers 
inlift in his army**. 

. In 
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In die country tof Hemeiutgb the fm- 
perialifts were likcwiffe routed ; and ^tt^ 
wards near Pegau : many fmall parties of 
dicm dlfo were cut to pieces hf 'Bdmiit"^ 
at difFcrent times; IwJt ftilt the ftrperioi: 
number of his enemies greatly embaf ^dd 
him. The country was reftdtred fo d^^ 
kte that it was difficult to proctif e pre^f J- 
£bns near his camp, and itiU * mot^ §^ to 
get any fupplies at a diftance^ itt the 
Imperialffts were m pofTeffion of tiacA of 
die adjacent parts. His commklion b&ng 
to defend the banks^ of <he EiSe^ he wa^ 
not at liberty to lead his troops to the 
Duke of Saxe^fTeyftiar, whoft army would 
have been ftrengthened by the jondion, 
and •Bannier's iafety the better fKxtrei. 
In this extremity ' he endes^oured^ not^ 
with^andinig the ine^uallity of numbers, 
to bring the Imperialifts to an engageioffinCy 
but they ayoidei^ a danger they thought 
unneceflary, and hoped to d^boy the 
Swedes gFadually, by leie hassardous means. 
The Marfhal found himfelf obliged to 
divide even his Ikide amiy, in order to 
procure them fuftenance^ v^t6^ksivv9& asd 

weary 
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treary Ills enemies by marches and coun- 
ter*^mau:cl;ie$ s which ^ocdcd him oppOr* 
tunitiea of fome um^ defeating little par* 
tics of .ftcaggkics; but ^ length he was 
fo hardly >efet in Pomeranioii that he loft 
{many pC his mm^ and the Imperialiftsf 
took the iflands of JJfedem and Wdliny 
the town of Dmmny and fpntie otho: 
places; b«t chek progrefs was obihruded 
by tJie comiii^ on of wintei;; and they 
retired into quarters in Mecklmburgh and 

. The Dukes of Mpddenburgb^ m con* 
jui^on with fome od>er Princes, endca- 
^voured in this ieafon of inadion, to n>e- 
diate a peace, but tl^ Emperor's hopes 
rf cntirdy dcftroying hts enemies, were 
•now become, too fanguine, to leave him 
taiuck di%K>fitibn for entering inta any 
HfigociatioQ. V 

The Swedes had likewi& a great lofs 

iu the jdeath of the Landgrave of fl^- 

£^y who had taken the Paktifte family 

.tinde^ his profie^itkm,. and went to Holland^ 

in order to engi^ the DMtcb to join him 

in the generous de%n; of reftoring thofe 

Princeji 
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Princes to their dominions. Hedienrc*- 
pobed to St Cbanmmd iSxt MinHkr of 
Brance^ aiid e^te«d inti^a^itatjrwithhim 
on the fame account^ but died at Leer ne^ 
Embden m his wturti. 
. When the Snveiki found there wis no 
hope of a peace widi the Emperor, they 
prevailed with l^i^n^ ^ to unite in a llbague. 
with them for three ye^^^ iloTccniM aU 
tihe endeavours of the Duke Of Meifkkn^ 
^//r^i& prevent it. /' 

A. D. In die fpring the Imperiatifts fui^ri^d 
^638 {^^^. bm ^e continual devaftations of 
the northern provinces of Germany^ occa- 
fioned fuch a famine there, that the great- 
eft part ci the Imperial army periihed. 

Marfhal jBtf««/Vr having received (omie 
reinforcements, from Sweden^ put newgar^ 
rifons into all the towns be polled; 
and feledting his veteran troops, took the 
field. He recovered Gratz^ and fei2ed 
LoitXy 3'ribJefSy ztidDamg^r^dt. He then 
penetrated into the^liitchy of Mecldenburgb^ 
where Jie xiefeated the ImperiaUfts,. and' 
obliged Gaks^ to retire with die h& of three^ 
thoufand njenj t\m Swtdes ftiU purfuiiig, 
^ obliged 
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obliged hind' to repafs the Ettcy and to re- 
tire into the Emperor's hereditary domi« 
njons, to recruit and refrefh his brokeit 
army^» 

The Duke of Saxe^Wejmar employed 
the firfi part of the winter, in prevciiting 
the bad effects he feared from the death ^ 
of the Landgrave of Heffe^CaJfel^ by fix- 
ing his Prptefl^nt allies in their former en*- 
gagements, who, difcoiuraged by the lofe 
of the Landgrave, began to waver. 

In the latter end of "January ^ while 
the feverity of the winter occafioned a 
general inadtion in the Au/lrian party, the 
Duke began his campaign. He carried 
two fifhing boats in a waggon to the RMne^ 
which by that means he pafled ; took the v 
Foreft-towns of Seckingen^ Lauffemburg^ 
zxAWaldftn4t\ and laid fi^ to BJMnJield^. 
This (dace he attacked with great vigour; 
but it was fo refolutely defended by the 
Goyemor, that tl^ Imporialifis had Ici- 
fure to march to its ttlie£ SavelU and 
JtAn de Wirt joined their forces on this 
ocQ^on^ and ^ve the, Duke battle on 

* Ibid. t Memoirs it Bajfompiirn. 

the 
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the twenty - eighth of February. The 
night parted them without any deciiive 
advantage gained on either fide» though 
great numbers were flain on both. But 
A& Duke of Saxe^W!iymar having re- 
ceived fome recruits the next day, attacked 
the Duke de Saveiii and de fTerti whofe 
men being difpef^ in the neighbouring 
villages, were with difficulty aifeipbled^ and 
idle more eafily defeated for the confufion 
which could not wholly be prevented in 
£> unexpected an engagement: accordingly 
the Duke gained a compleat vidtory, and 
the two Generals with many officers of 
note were taken priibners^. 

Rbinfield fubmitted to the Duke,' after 
all hopfe of fuccour was loft by the de-* 
ftrudion of the Imperial army* Nenburg 
RMekriy and Bri^au were obl^ed to do 
the fame. He then laid fiege to Brijac^f, 
which the Duke of Lorrain endeavoured 
to rdieve, and attacked Duke Weimar in 
his intrenchn^nts at Various times; and 
thou^ he was conftantly repulfed, yet their 
attempts ferved to encourage the garriibn 

• Ibid. t Puff. 
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fo efFeftually, that thejj defended the 

place, till it was reduced ,to fuch ex- 

, trcnie famine, that the Governor was 

x 

obliged to place a guard over the burying 
ground, to prevent the inhabitants digging 
up, and feeding on the bodies of the 
dead. 

Charles Lewis, Prince Palatine y and his 
brother Rohrf, were lefs luccefsful. They 
had levied feme regiments in the Low 
Countries, which they led into Wejiphalia^ 
They laid- fiegc to Lemgau, the capital of 
the country of Lippe\ but Count Hasfeld, 
Ae Emperor's Lieutenant General in Wejl^ 
f halt a, would not fuffer them to profecute 
this cnterprize unmolefted ; he aflembled 
all his troops, and marching towards Lem^ 
gaUj obliged the Prince, who knew; his . 
forces InfufBcient to encounter the ene- 
my, to raife the fiege, and retreat towards 
Minden: but the Count having overtaken 
him in the valley of Afiheim, brought him 
to an engagement,"^ wherein he was to- 
tally defeated, and with great difficxilty 
eicaped to Minden: Prince Robert was 
taken prifoner. 

X . During 
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During the winter, the Duke of Saxe- 
WeymoTt and Marfhal Bmnier agreed to 
make an irruption the next year, into the 
A. D. Eraperor*s hereditary domJuions, in order 
*639 to force him to confent to a peace. la 
purfuance of the meafures concerted, B(m~ 
nier having paffed the ^Ibe at Lawenburg^, 
entered into the countries of Anbalt ai^d 
Jifflberjiadtt were he left his in£mtiy. and. 
artillery, and proceeded at the h«id of- 
his, cavalry. Between Oekitz and Rmi- 
cbenhacb he furprized SalKs^ Grand Ma- 
tter of the Imperial artillery, who was 
endeavouring to efcape into Bohemia, and 
cut to pieces the fcven regiments which 
he commanded. He aiterwarde^ defeat^ 
.four Saxon battalions near Drefden*, 

He then laid fiege to Fryburgy but ibon 
abandoned it, on receiving intelligence that 
Hatsfeld had quitted JVeJipbalia to come 
to the relief of that place. He then went 
to ZeitZt where he fent for his in&ntry 
to join him, when having heard that th^. 
ImperialiAs and Saxons were encaiQped 
betw^n Zuichau and C&rwwVs, where. 

* Ibid. 

they 
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thejr waited for "Hat^ld, he determined 
to prevent dieir junftion, and march' 
dire^y to the enemyj after an obftin 
engagement, fo totally defeated die 
that very few efcapied. 

He loft none of thd advantages an£ 
from this viftory ; but making an im 
tion into Bohemia , routed the forces cc 
manded by Hofktrcki killed above t 
thoufand of hi9 men, and took him a 
Montectdi prifoners. He endeavoui 
to the utmoft of his power, to render Bo 
mia and Silejia die feats of war ; and gair 
feveral advantages in thofe places o' 
the Imperialifls; but though great nui 
bers of them periihed in the frequent 
tacks they received from him, yet th 
numbers were ib fuperior, that it was imp 
lible for his army to oppofe them in a 
confiderable engagement, nor could 
much extend his conquefts. His gn 
aim was to preferve the places he h 
taken, and by harrafling the enemy, 
keep them in the Emperor's hcredits 
deminioos, till the Duke of Saxe-ff^eymi 
X 2 accordi 
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according to the plan agreed upotn ihould 
join him; but in this he was diJappointed. 
That Duke, in the midft of his con- 
quefts, fell fick at Htmiagen, from whence 
he was tranlported to Neuhurg, where he 
died*, not without fuipicion of poifon, 
fuppoied to have been admimib-ed by the 
Frencb-^t who had preffcd him extremely 
to deliver up Brifac to themj to which 
he made no other reply, than, " Aik a 
"a virgin to make a Sacrifice of her 
" chaffity." The death of this brave nian 
was an irreparable lofs to the Swedes^ not 
only in being deprived of lb able a Ge- 
neral, but.becaufe the French prevailed 
with his army to receive a Commander 
firom them ; to take an oath of allegiance 
to the King of France^ and to deliver up 
into his hands all the places diey had 
conquered. That Monarch who had pri- 
vate views in this war, was not at all 
difpofed to concur with the Swedes in thar 

j^ D. operations, and had been fo folly deter- 

1640 mined to fecure thefe troops, that he 

caufed the EleiSor Palatine to be felzed, 

* Memoirs de Bajfampitrre. t P^ff- 

and 
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cept the Emperor's offer j but it fell to the 

^oiind without any other confequence, 

*han hanng excited fufpiciqns againft him 

I Sv^eden^ to which he owed their refiilal 

> inveft him with the full powers he had 

jlicited. 

Madhal Bamier finding that Pic<^ 
ttnij General of the Imperlaliib, was 
larching towards Bavariay to prevent 
is entrance into that dutchy, lent to the 
>uke of Longuevilky Commander of the 
-oops which had belonged to the Duke 
f Saxe-Weymar^ to propoie a junction 
f the two armies, declaring, that if he 
id not agree to it he would henceforth 
[>nlider only his own &fety, and no more 
link of ading in concert with the French. 
!1iis menace proved eiFe6uaI; he then 
larched towards the dominions of the 
hike of Brunjwic and Lunenburgby in 
rder to oblige them to unite their forces 
nth his, and to follow the example of 
fmelia, Princefs Dowager of He^, who 
ad entered into a ftrift alliance with the 
rencb and Stvedes: his views were .an- 
?eredj George Duke of Brimfiok en- 
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or uie impenaiuts ; out Dom armies were 
niore diminifhed by the fatigues of marches, 
aiid counter-marches, , and extreme want 
of proviGons, than by the fword ; each of 
them were in a fad condition, arid greatly 
decreafed, when they retired into thdr 
winter quarters. 

X 4 In 
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In the beginning of the following year, 
le^mperor held a diet at Ratifion^ where 
'annier attempted to furprize him, and 
ould in all probability have fuccceded 
. his defign, had not a fudden thaw im- 
ided his march*. After this difappoint- 
tent, he penetrated into Bobemiay where 
e was in a fhort time fo furrounded by 
le enemy^ that bis deftru£tion appeared 
levitablci but he contrived to extricate 
imielf out of io perilous a lituation, and 
lire to Zuickaiv ; having gaine4 greater 
lilitary glory by a retreat^ which to in&* 
or geniufe^ Teemed impofiible> than by 
I his former oonquefts. The fetigues 
c ■ had undergone, however, overcame 
IS ftrength j . he fell fick, and being re-, 
loved ioHalberJiadt, expired on thetwen- 
eth of May. His death was an irreparable 
3fs to the Swedes^ and was lamented by 
lany of his enemies, his moderation and 
umanity being equal to his courage. His 
:nerofity gained the hearts of thofe his 
ilour had conquered, and his foldiers 

• Ibid. 

adored 
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adored and loved him, having been treated 
by him with the tendemefs of a -father. 

The death of the Marflial caufed great 
conftemation in Sweden, and raifed the 
hopes of thehoufeof j^ujiria-, both fides 
efteeming him the mgft able General 
of the age : but the former were cohfider- 
ably revived by a viftory which the Count 
de Guebrianf (who had at that time the 
command of the troops in the King of 
Franc'eh pay, and to whom Bamier's ar- 
my had fubmitted till th^ fiiould receive 
a General from Sweden) obtained over the 
Imperialifts near Wolftmbtatle^ wherein four 
thoufand were flain, and great numbers 
taken prisoners. ' 

. The Swedes fent General Torflenfon, at 
the head of eight thoufand men, 19 take 
on him the command of Bannier'% army j 
but he could not prevail on Guehriant to 
aft in conjuBiftion with him*, and there- 
fore took up his winter quarters ' in Bo- 
hemia. 

The next year began vrith a vitftory A. D. 
gained by Guebrtant over the Imperialifts ' ** 
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neat Mmf^itn^ whidi procu 
conqueft df almoft the whole 
Coi^n*: while the Duke oj 
enburght took on the otbet- hand sU thb 
places poileded by the Swedis in Sikjia% 
but 'tt^Jienfih iwt only recovered them 
again, but In a f itehed batOc defeated the 
ftrmybf the Duke, who being dangerouQy 
wounded, was taken prifoner and died 
within a few days afiter. 

Tarfienjm obtained d fecorid viftory over 
die Imperial army in the plain of Breiten- 
ftidy near Ixipfic, wherein above right 
thoufand ImpcriaHfts wercflain ; and after- 
wardsmadcbimfclfmafterofLf/g^ir-f :but 
A. D. Gwhiant was lefi fortunate : he died of a 
'^43 wound he received at Kotwetl, and his 
armyjrftep his deoeafe, was- ddfbated by the- 
Bavarian General. 

A war iirfiich bh)ke out between Swe- 
den and Denmark^ much- weidcened the 
opcfttions in Germany for th6 remainder 
of that year, and the year following j but 
notwithftanding this die Vifcount d^arenne 
found mearls to revenge the lofs of Gue^ 

• Sicur di l^tffi. t Puff. Intro, ad Hift. Sue. 
briant*i 
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As ibon as a reconciliation between i^4S 
Sweden and Denmark was efieiled, Tor- 
ftgnfm returned into Germar^, and drove 
the ImpCTialiAs under the ccsnmand of 
Galas, irom place to place, feizing all 
the convoys of provifions that were feat 
them, till many died of limine; andothere 
deferted to the Swedj^ camp. 

Torftenfon then advanced towards Pra^Bf, 
in hopes of taking the Emperor and Arch- 
dul^e Leopold, who refided ^ that ci^, 
but they cfcaped to Vierma*. They ctrf- ■ 
lefted their various forces together, .whom 
Torjienjon engaged not far from Tbabort 
and gave them a moft compleat overthrow. 
Great numbers of them were killed; the 
principal officers taken prifoners; and a 
large quantily of artillery and baggage fell 
to the Conqueror, 

After this vidory his conquefts were fo 
rapid, that the Emperoi* with his whole 
court fled from Vienna to Ratijbon-, re- 
moving all his valuable furniturej and 

• leBarrt. 

pulling 
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pulling down the fuburbs of Vienna^ in 
order to prepare the better for a ficgc. 

The war between the Auftrians and 
French was carried on with the utmoft 
vigour: the latter received a defeat from 
the Count de Merely but afterwards gained 
a compleat vidtory near Nordlingen ; 
though not without great flaugnter on the 
fide of the conquerors. 

ftarjlenfon during this time laid wafte 
all Auftridy advancing even to the gates 
of Vienna \ but at the end of the year 
being much^ifflifted by the gout, and 
fatiated as it were with military fame, he 
refignednhe command of the army, and 
retired into Sweden*. 
A. D. He was fucceeded by General Wrangel^ 
^ * who after being joined by Marflial Turenne^ 
ravaged Bavaria^ and thereby determined 

1647 the Eleftor to enter into a treaty with 
France^ but he foon after renounced it, 
and rejoined the Imperialifts. 

1648 '^^^ '^^xt year, the Swedes znd French 
in conjunftion, defeated the Imperialifts 
near Augjburgy and again ravaging Ba^ 

* Puf. Intro. 



varta^ 



I 

J 




3i8 The HISTORY or 

in exchange for it> the bifhoprk oi Min^ 
den; but the Duke's Envoy having no com- 
million to treat on that fubjed, paid little 
regard to the o£fer; and thus loft an ad-^ 
vantage which the Eledor of Branden-^ 
htrgb was glad to obtain> and prevailed 
with the Swedes to rdinquifh that bi- 
ifaopric to him. 

The Emperor affigned to the Duke of 
Meckknhurgb^ as a compenfation for the 
lois of Wtfmar^ the towns and diftrifts 
which had belonged to the bishoprics of 
Scbuerin and Rafzeiurg-, likewife two 
commanderies of the order of Sawf Jb&ff, 
of Jertf/akmy Mirtm and Nemerfm^ both 
fituated in the dutchy of MeckletAurgh ; 
befides ibme other of the fecularized^ be- 
ncjfices*. To Sweden was yielded Bremen 
and Verden^ Stettin and all Upper Pome^. 
rani a ; Wifmar^ and the ifle of Bugen^ 
with five millions of crowns, towards re- 
imburfing them for the expences in the 
war: and to France^ tibe Emperor refigned 
Brifac and Alface^. 

• Ibkl. 
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He applied faimfeif by gentle degrees ta 
bring his fubjeds iirto regular obedience; 
and by every encouragement tempted them 
to turn their minds to agriculture. He 
re-«ftabliihed > the decayed manufkdures^ 
and' repaired the cities and towns, which 
had in a great meafure been demolifhed 
during the late wars. 

His £unily had likewiie a (hare in hi$ 
attention. The year before the peace was 
concluded, he married his daughter Anna 
Maria to Augufius Duke of fFeffenfils*, 
and was no iboner fetded in die quiet pof«^ 
feflion of his eftate; than he gave his 
niece Anna Sophia in marriage, to Lewis 
the Fourth, Duke of Leignitz. 
The fdlowing year, his daughter 5a- 
1650 pbia Agnes was betrothed to Auguflusy 
Margrave of Branderdnirgh Boj^ent; but 
that Prince dying before the marriage was 
folemnized, Sophia would accept of no 
other offer, but retired from public, and 
embraced a religious life. His niece Chrif 
tiana Margaret^ widow of Saxe^La*men* 
burgby flain during the war between the 

Emperor 
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Lawenburgb^ jGbin daring the war with the 
Emperor and tbe Swedes^ he married to 
Cbri/iian^ his eldeft fon, tfiis fame year*. 

When Guftavus Adoipbm^ Duke of 
Meckknburgb Gufirtyw^ arrived at an^ age 
capable of ailuming the reins of govern-^ 
ment, he found his dominions far more 
flouriihingthan after fo long a feries of dif*- 
jorder and devaftation could reafonably be 
exped:ed. As Adolphus Frederic had given 
as great a ihare of his attention to the do^ 
minions of his nephew as to his own, the 
]j;,oung Prince had little left him but to pro^ 
ceed on the plan which his uncle had begun. 

As his principality lay aUnoft conti- 
guous to Ihl/ieiny he could not mal^e a 
more ufeful alliance than with die Dukes 
of that country ; and accordingly took to 
wife Magdalen SibiUa^ daughter to the i^^^ ' 
Duke of Holjlein Gottorpl 

Adolphus Frederic departed this life in 1658 
the ninetieth year of his age. This Prince / 
had nineteen children, fix died in their 
infancy, thirteen furvived him. By Anna 
Maridy Princefs of Eaji'-Friezlandy he had 

♦ Jnderf, Gencal, 
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Cbrijiiah his fucceilbr in the dutchy, Cbarks^ 
John GiorgCy Gu/ianms Rudolpbmi and two 
daughters, Sophia AgneSy who had been 
betrothed to the Margrave of JBrapdenhurgh 
Bayrenty and pafled the remainder of h«r 
life in a convent; and Anna Maria ^ marr 
ricd to the Duke of fVeffenfeld. By Mary 
Catbariney his laft wife> Princefs of Brunf- 
wiCy he left Frederic^ to whom he be- 

* 

queathed the territory of GraboWy and five 
daughters, Julianay Sibillay Cbrifiinay Mary 
EUzabetby and Anna Sophia. His Dutches 
was delivered in about feven months after 
his deceafe of a ion, Adolplm Frederic\ 
to whom was afligned that part of Meck^ 
knburgb now diftinguifhed by the tide of 
the dutchy of Strelitz. 
Chrijllan. If Cbri/iian when he fucceeded to the 
^* ^' dutchy of Mecklenburgb Schueriny (for fb 
^ ^ his part of that country now began to be 
called) found his dominions in a much 
more profpcrws flate than they had been 
fcHT many years, his difpofition difqualifiejd 
him for reaping much benefit from them.; 
and.family difientions prevented that happy 

♦ Ibid. 
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tranqailitj which the good agreement ifcil)- 
fiftirig between hini, and the neighbour- 
ing Princes, would otherwife have per- 
mitted* In peifond advantages he was 
fuperiof to any of his cotemporaries. The 
vivacity of his wit was no left remarkable 
tibian his extraordinary beauty; and al- 
though he had not gone far in any of the 
fdences, he much loved the company and 
converi^ition of learned men j and by the 
fbiength and quicknefs of his parts, toge- 
gedier with a competent knowledge in po- 
lite liteirature, rendered himfelf no lefs 
pleafingto them. He was generous, and 
piagnificent, he delighted in conferring fa- 
vours 5 and beftowed them with fuch 
grace that the manner of giviitg charmed 
equally with the gift. Thus qualified, 
happinefs feemted within his reach ; but 
only feemed, for he was defedtive In many 
of thofe eflential points which alone caa , 
procure it. His underftanding was rather 
bright than folid ; he was deficient in pru- 
dmce, and ftill more fo in morals. His 
religion was merely nominal ; paflioh was 
the guide of his aftions, and nature's be- 
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Dcificencc excited in his mind, vanity in- 
flead of gratitude. 

His difpofition was naturally turned to 
gallantry^ and the favourable reception 
which his perfon and accomplifliments^ 
joined to the fplendor of his rank could 
not fail to procure him, by encouraging 
thisvice^ added the j)ower of habit, to 
his natural di^fition* Conflancy was the 
kft virtue one could cxpcft in liich vt 
charafter, and it was a merit upon which 
he certainly did not pique himfelf. He 
foon grew tired of his wife ^ but as he was 
too pleafing to be* loc4ced on with indiffe- 
rence, (he feverely felt the lofs of his af-#^ 
feftions. It was not more difficult for 
him to reftrain his inclinations, than for 
the dutchefs to conceal her grief. Her 
reproaches and complaints turned his indif- 
ference into difguft, and his ill treatment 
changed her affliftion into refcntment* 
All domeftic happinefs wis foon banifhed, 
and continual difagrcement reigned in 
their family *, nor was this the oiily inter- 
ruption to his p€ace» 

* Mwrtiniere. 
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The Dukes of Meckknburgb not having 
been able to exert their full authority, 
whilft their dominions were diftreffed by 
long wars, the nobility had much en- 
croached on the prerogatives of the Sove- 
iieign, and negledled to pay the fines and 
other dues, which the Princes, of all the 
neighbouring ftates cxataed, , Cbriftian 
thought the time-fevourable for recovering 
his rights, and required the payment o£ 
the furhs to which he believed he had a j\A 
title 5 but the nobility denied the legality of 
his claim, and unanimoufly refufed to 
comply widi his demands ; and as it was 
^a point not well to be decided by the 
fword, fince a difpute terminated only by 
a fuperior ftrength, is liable to be renewed 
as foon as the lofing party thinks himfelf 
able to contend with more advantage j the 
rXuke and his nobles applied to the law 
for a decifion, and. the caufe was profe- 
cuted at Vienna*^ the Emperor having a 
right, in points of great importance, to be 
fupreme judge, in any part of the empire. 
This diffention between the Duke and , 
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his nobility, rendered his tiom, UtAe^iMSOtr 
than a folitode; for his i^je6)ss 4i^c»d0d 
his prefence» and the converfation of his 
wife vras( becdme diifatftefoL ' Atmskfo 
formed to t^leafer the world; ccmld ill fisbmit 
to lire widiout fodcty 5 he therefore ixm- 
mitted the government of the ftatc to a 
certain number of counielliH's, and leaving 
a country which ^^rded' him nothing 
but vexation, withdrew into France; in 
hopes that the pleafures to be met ^wUi 
irt that gay kingdom, and the cotiyerfa- 
tion of men of geniUs and learning, woiild 
in ibme degree, remove fiDm his mind, 
the painiful fenfe of domeftic trouUes.* 

The other fex however, had a confidcr- 
able part of his attention: he became 
much enamoured of 1/aietta AtgeU^a de 
Montmorenciy widow to the Duke de Cba- 
tilhny and fifter to the Mareehal de Lux^ 
emlmrgb. This lady was by no means in* 
clined to ri^edt the addreiies of a Soi^erdgn 
Prince ; but there was a confiderable bar 
to the completion of their wiihos: the 
Duke's firft wife was ftill living ; and to 
remove that obftacle, appeared to them 

exttemely 
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f^isftmA^ difficHk A n^ans, however, 
WftS at ktft dlTcoypred; and a change of 
jeligion ]ui%sid ;th!e foreft way to a <iwQrcp, 
Ctrdiiu4 Bar^rini yf2A. appointed by the 
;Bope jce^vethe JPHkefs,abJ4i|^oia of 
Lutheranilia} he was new. baptjl^d by the 
name of LemsTy ao4 declared a convert 
to the Catholic ^th.. 

Tlie King, to fhew how much he was 
pleafed with a Prince who had forfejkcn 
whafc his Majefty eileetn^d an erroneous I 

worihip, imaitediately conferred on him ^ 

the order of the Nolf Gbo/i: J>ut the Car- j 

dinal, thoi^ he aiTumed great honour ^ 

from the Duke*s converfion, being better 
acquainted yeith the njoti vcs of his change, ^ * 

in four days tiiBe more agreeably rewarded 
him by .ahnuUiijg his marjriage, on ^Mre- 
tence that it was contra^Sed within the pro- 
hibited degrees, and without having firft 
obtained a difpenfatipn from the Pope : an 
indifputable fk<a,^fince a Lutheran Prince 
woukl certainly not think of applying to % 

his Hx)linefs on afty fuch oeejifion*. 

♦ Ibid. 
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A. D. His iccofid isjtrmge Soosk folk^piwl fiao 
'^3 diiTobittaii of the £rft$ but the wtfe Jb9 
had take^ fuch nawdrthy medbods te pro^ 
cure, revenged by her bchavjour the troat^ 
inent her pfedecefibr had received frocn 
fti^ Didcci IftAflU wa6 fe& afieObiuyte,^ 
but not more padSiw^. imd remiered 
their union a continual imx^t^ of di(^ 
quiet. 

The Duke had no leioupce 6> coniok-* 
tory under his vexations, as the converfii^ 
tion of the learned; which he ibught vvidl'' 
fiich iiiduftry, that he undertook a jMr- 
ney incognito to Rdme^ tQ in&iuate him-^ 
felf into the acquaintance of Father iOir-. 
cbeTy who then ftood high m^UaoM <m ac^ 
count of his great erudition. It was ever 
this Prince's iait to be difapp^bted: Kir^ 
cherts converfation by no means ^wered 
the trouble he had taken. He either 
found that reputation is often acquired 
by fuch teaming as is diilinft £rom real 
knowledge; or the Father was referved irk 
his difcourfe with a nian,. who though not 
unlearned, was a ftranger to pedantry; 
and therefore no fit companion for oi^ 
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abferbed k fcience : the; Diike was much 

t mi,- 

Hi^rdfi^ by die little fucceis of hds jour- 
ney, and declared his dHappointment in 
t&ftm not very ple^ng to the learned 
Father. . 

His abfence tc(Mk his country expend 
it to evils, from which he might, in fomc 
meafure, have defended it. During the 
war between France and Germanyy the 
SwedeSy in conjunction with the former, 
invaded the dominions of the Eledor of 
Brandenit^gh^ 

MecklenhirgB frequently fufFcred . by its 
vkinity ; and, for fonife years became the 
feat of the war J for die Swedes being 
hard preflcd by the Ekdor at the head of 
a fopcrior forre, retreated into that dutchy ; 
whicli brought upon k the ftioft grevious 
calamides, though it was engaged in alli- 
ance bodi widi Sweden and Brdnden-- 
burgb. 

Thou^ the Duke was not lefi defirous 
to get rid of his fecand wife than he had 
been of the firft, yet he could not io eafi- 
ly fiiid a nieans of delivering himfelf from 
her; for, however great his difguft, he 

did 
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did not chufe to quit France in order to 
avoid her, but continued there till the 
war broke out between that- kkigdom and 

A. D. *^^ Emperor, who then caufed it to befig- 
1688 nified to him, that he expeded he ihouid 
not refide in an cnemy*s country *. The 
Duke, though unwillingly, was obliged 
to obey. He <x>uld not however pre^il 
with himfelf to return into Meckknburgby 
where he had little reafon to expert a very 
affedionate reception, after having allured 
the eilablKhed religion ; and treated £> ill 
a wife who was dear to his fubjed)s, on 
account of her being the daughter of yobn 
Albert^ and iifter to the reigning Duke 
of Guftrcw ; to whoie refentment likewiie 
he did not think proper to expofe l^ni^: 
but Ihlland' being at that tin^e in alliance 
with the Emperor ^ and a place where he 
mi^t live with cafe and.fi'cedom, he re- 
tired to the Hague^ and continued dvere 
till his death, which haf^ned in the ytar 
1692, when he had attained the fixty^ 
ninth you* of his age, 

• Hiftory of Germanjy 
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€^rijiian Lewis leaving^no ifiue, the foe- 
ccffion caufcd great confuiion. His brother 
Frederic Duke of Mecklenburgb Oraimv, 
had been dead four years, and loft by his 
wife, daughter to the LanJjgrave of Hsffe, , 
three fons, Frederic WiUiam^ Qktrles Ijbo^ 
feldjZXi^ Cbriftian Lewis % and one daugh*- 
tcr named Sophia Lmfa. Frederic Wit- 
Ham claimed his uncle's dominions as re- 
prefcntadve erf" his father, who was the 
next brother to Cbrijiian Lewis y but Adol-- 
pbus Frederic Duke of Strelitz^ younger 
brother to Chri^an Lewis^ and uncle to 
Frederic Williamy afferted his title as the 
neareft relation ^ but the diipute being re- 
ferred to. the decifion of the Elefior of 
Brandefdmrgb* y Jiis plea proved unavaiU 
ing, and Ae fucceffion was adjudged to 
Frederic William his nephew. 

But the peace which eniued fron^ this 
decifion was foon diilurbed by a new con- 
tention of the .fame kind. 

Gt^avus Ainlfhm Duke of Guftrew tjied 
at the age of twenty-fix: he had fettled 
all the previous circumftances of a mar- 

. ♦ Mcmoires dc Brandenburgh* 
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riage betvineen Jj^rnfa his daughter^ an4 
Frederic Ac fourth King x)i Denmark i 
but did not live Co fee the nuptids cele- 
brated, which were not performed till 
the fifth of December foUowbg^ when 
' fhc was received with great pomp by the 
King> and made a mcii magniticent ea«- 
trance into Copenhagen, accompankd by 
her lifter the Dutcheis of Strelitz^ feveral 
ladies of quality of Mecklenburgb^ and all 
the Danijh nobility. 

Gufiavus had by his wife Magdalen Si*- 
biUa^ daughter of Frederic, Duke of 
Thlfiein Gottorp, eight daughters who /ur^ 
vived him ; Mary, wife to Adolfhm Fre^ 
deric the Second^ Duke of StrelitZ', Mag- 
dalen, who died iinglc;. Sophia, mafried tp 
Chrifiina Ulricj Duke of Wertembirg Ben- 
Jtadt\ Chrifiina, to CbriJHan Lewis Count 
of Siolbergi Hedwiga, to jhgtffius Duke 
of Saxe Merffburg *^ Ijmifay to the King of 
D-mark I Elizabeth, to Hettry Duke of 
Saxe Merfeburg:, and ji^ttfia, who died 
onmarried: heiid^ thefe he had one fon, 
and a daughter who did not furyi ve their 
infancyj aod Charles who diedfc^n y^srs 

before 
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before his father, without leaving any iflbe, 
and had married Mary 'Emilia^ daughter 
of Frederic J^iUiam^ Eleftor of Bran-- 
denburgh. 

Gujlavus Adotpbus thus dying without 
male iflue; the diflcntions between the 
Duke of StreUtz and his nephew the Duke 
of Schuerin were again renewed. Each 
claimed the fucceffion to the dukedom of 
Gujlrow ; to which the former had a double 
title, not only as the nearer relation, but 
in right of his wife, the eldeft daughter of 
the deceafed Duke. 

This contention rofe too high to be de- 
cided amicably : each Prince had recourfe 
to arms ; and the Duke of Strelitz finding 
himfelf inferior in forces to his nephew, 
called in the King of Sweden to his aid. 
The Swedes took the city of GuftrcFw, and 
by the progrefs they made in that dutchy 
fo alarmed the Emperor, that he interfered 
in the quarrel, and by reprefenting to the 
Princes of the circle oS Lower Saxony the 
danger of introducing a foreign enemy into 
that country, prevailed with them to con- 
fcnt that the dutchy of XStl^tm fhould be 

put 
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put m kqutOnUon, till the rigbt^ of the 
pretmders to the fuccefiion were legally 
determined. To this decree likewiie the 
Puke oiStrelitz fubmltted ; h\A the Swedes 
A. D. refvfed to evacuate the places ia their poi^ 
^^97 feiSon*. 

The lEciperor decided in £ivour of the 
Duke of Mecklenburgb Scbueririy but the 
Swfdes refufed to adniit him into the city 
of Guftrowi and Ac Princes of Lower 
Saxony iiifpleafed with the Emperor^s de- 
cifioUj fuppdrted the garrifon in the mam^ 
tenance of that j^ce, whereby all the 
northern provinces became involved in the 
quarrel. At length both parties grew 6ted 
of a war, which an equali^ of fi!iccefs had 
kept alive ; and they agreed on a compro^ 
mUe, by which it was fetded > That Fre^ 
deric JVilUam (hould enjoy the fucceffion, 
on condition that he made over to the Duke 
of StrelitZy the principality of Ratzehrgb ; 
^with the right of voting in the Imperial 
' diet belonging to that province^ and all 
other prerogatives appertaining to it. That 
he (hould poff^fs the lordfhip ofSfargard, 

♦ Hiftory of Germaty. 
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widi its dependencies, and the two comman- 
deries of Mirawy and Nemer^^^ together 
with a part of the cufton^ of Boitzenburg"^ • 

Frederic Willi am^ in fucceeding to the A. D. 
dominions of Gu/iavus AdoipbuSy inherited ^'f^^ 
likewife his law-fuit with his nobles. They 
endeavoured to prevail on the nejJiew, as 
foon as he was eftablifhed in his dutchy, 
to relinquish the clakn to which his uncle 
had pretended; but this Prince, though 
extremely pacific in his inclinations, would 
not facrifice the interefts of his fucceflbrs 
to his love of quiet; therefore in order to 
reconcile fuch jarring coniiderations, he 
perfuaded them to conient that the affair 
fliould remain in the ftate he found it, till 
the Emperor decided the difpute ; and in 
the .mean time they agreed to pay him 
annually a certain ftipulated fum. 

When he had thus taken the moft pro- 
bable means of fecuring the public tran- 
quillity, he fought to provide for his do- 
meflic happineis, andmarried Sophia Cbar^ A. Q. 
latey daughter to the Landgrave of HeJJe ^^^* 
CafJeL But all the Dukes care was infuf- 

* Martinierip ^ 
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fident to' procure his fubjeds the M*- 
cky which he wifhed, and as &r as his 
own conduift extended, endeavoured to 
confer upon ihem. His government was 
mild and gende ; (b&r from taking any op^ 
prefiive meafures, he made the eaie and wel* 
fere of his people the fole motive of af I his 
adions ; but it was the unhappy fate of 
Mtckknburgb to fufFcr at that time, as well 
as at many odiers, by the reftlefs ambition 
of its more powerful neighbours. 

In the vsrar between Charles the Twelfth, 
King of Sweden^ and the Czar of Mufcwy^ 
and during the feveral rtwcAutions in Pv^ 
landy Meckknlmrgh was laid wafte by the 
contending armies*. The Duke profefied 
a neutrality which was not allowed to his 
dominions j the convenience of each party 
prompted them to feize feveral of the 
fbongeft places in Meckknburgb^ nor was 
any part of the dutchy free from thefc ca- 
lamities. Streiifz beheld, for a long time 
an enemy at its gates; and became a pr^ 
to both armies. Adolpbus Frederic the 

^' ^o Second, Duke of SfrelitZy died whiWl 
1708 

* Hiftory of Germmiy. 
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nis country continued in this diibadied 
flate. By Mary his firft wife, daughter 
to Guflavm Adslpbus the iaft Duke of Guf- 
troWy he left one (on, Adolpbui FrederJe 
the Third, who fucceeded to his donai* 
nionsj and a daughter, Cufiofua Carolinei 
who married her coufin C3)rtfiiarr Lewisj 
Adminiftrator of Mecklenburgb Scbuerin. 
jido^hm Frederic married for his fecond 
ivife Johanna daughta- to Frederic, Duke 
of Saxe Gotba; and ior his third, Chrifiian 
Amelia A^otfia, daughter to the Prince of 
^chwartzburg Sonderjhaufen, by whom he 
had a ion, named CbarJes Lems Frederic, 
bom about three months before his &- 
ther's death; and one daughter, Sopbia 
S^riftina Loiiifa^ who died in her in-- 
&ncy. 

Charles Le(^oldy Prince of MeckJenhurgh 
Schuerin married in a few days after his 
couiin's death, Sopbia Hediviga daughter 
to flfnry Ci^mar Naffau, herediteiry Stadt- 
holdcr of Weft Friezland\ but this uniop 
proving very diiagreeable to both pM-ties, 
th^ r^er^ their disputes to die univer- 
Z fity 
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fity of Gripejwaldi and by mutual conient 
the marriage was annulled. 

The defolate condition of the dutchy 
of Meckknburgb did not prevent it from 
appearing a defirable acquifition to Frederic 
Ae Firft, King of Frufjuiy who aiked S(h- 
phia Louifa^ lifter to the Duke of Meck-^ 
lenburgby in marriage; on condition that 
the dutchies of Scbuerin and Strelitz (hould 
be fetded on him and his heirs, in cafe 
of failure of iflue in thofe families ; which 
appeared the more probable, as Frederic 
William had no children. The Duke, 
who had a fincere afFedtion for his iif^er, 
would not omit an opportunity of placing 
her on a throne, but confented to the terms 
required*; and had more fatisfadtion ia 
the celebration of her nuptials, than in 
the fucceeding years of her marriage^ which 
were very unhappy; and after fome time 
fpent in domeftic feuds, he was glad to 
confent to a feparation between her and 
her hufband, which was faid to be chiefly 
occafioned by faults in her temper, and her 
capricious behaviour -f*. But the fufFerings 
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abated his-fenfe of pri- 
He was by nature ex- 
iionate, and felt the, di- 
indlvidual. To be a So- 
: the power of protedJng 
ipeared to him the moft 
of life, and affeited his 
, that his conftitution fuf- 
he was feized with a lan- 
reatened a fpeedy decay; 
of an unJkilful Phyfician, 
the waters of Slagenbacky 
riod which delivered hira 
of fo much mjfery, but 
affliiSions -of his country, 
roved very detrimental to , 
led at Mentz without iflue, a. D. 
ithyear of hisagej asmuch ^''^S 
is fubjetSs, as if his reign 
; fortunate. 

oldi his brother, who fuc- 
lominions, gave them ftill 
lan they expedled, to lament 
e deceafed Duke. He had 
une to fee peace reftored 
'rinces by whofe diflentions 
. Z 2 Meek- 
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Meckknburgb had £b grievouily fullered; 
and finding himfdif unmokfted by his^ 
ncighbours» he renewed the quarrel which 
Chrijlian Lewis began with the nobility ; 
nor did he find them mckt obedient ; and 
the town of Roftackj boat which he had 
likewife made the fame deminds, joined 
in thdr oppofition» * 

The Eo^ror, who had afi[bm«d tlie 
right of decifion in this affaiir^ was 
offended that he (hould attempt to bring 
it to any other ii&e ; and die reft of the 
Princes of Lower Saxoftyy unwilling to iee 
him extend his power» fupported d>e nobi-* 
lity in their difobedtcnce. 

The Duke who found himfelf unable 
to contend with io ilrmig a party - endea- 
voured to ftrengdien himfelf by an alliance 
A. D. with JJft^a, and married Gr/l^/«^^ daugh- 
17 16 ter to the Czar ydm^ ^n^ iiiece to peter 
the Fkft *, expofting grestt affiftance &tm 
his uncle: but received lefs advantage 
than he imagined fi'om fo powerful an 
a%, and io MSir a relation. The Czar 
indeed, fent him fome troops*, but they 
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(orvcd only to incrcafe his enemies, with- 
out rendering him able to refiA diem ; for 
by calling in foreign aibiliariesj he rai&d 
a general alarm in Jjwir Saxony 5 and ex- * 

afperated the Emperor, who decided in 
favour of the nobility, the caufe that bad 
been fo long depending y and appointed aii 
adminiftrator of the dutchys an ofEce 
which was accepted by Chriftian LewiSy 
younger brother to darks Le^d. ^ 

Let^oid was reduced to quit his domi>- 
nions, where he had fcarccly a fubjed left 
to fupport his caufe % he knew not how 
to fubmit ; his pride would not fu^ him 
to endeavour to mollify the Emperor, or 
to make concedions to his fubjeds, and 
he.rather chofe to live a jwivate life, fome- 
times at DMtzlc, fometimes at Wijkar ♦, 
than to feek the recovery of his dominions 
by means which he thought beneath the 
dignity of a Sovereign Prince. 

He ftill affeded a degree of magnifi- 
cence inadequate to the fmall income al- 
lowed him. The Ibiffians had never paki 
the dowry aiiigned to the Princefs in mar- 

♦ Martiniere* 
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riage, this was the cmly rcfource left hidi ; 
but his reptatcd iblicitatioiis were not fuf- 
ficient to obtain it, but by the importU!»&[y 
wherewith he denaandcd the paymem, he 
rendered himfelf obnoxious to the Ruffians. 
Their backwardnefs to affift him in his 
war with the nobles of Meckknburghy h»l 
laid the feeds of difcontent in his mind i 
and their refufal of fo juft a demand, c<»n- 
pleated his averiion to them, which he did 
iiot endeavour to diflemble, being a Aran- 
ger to the patience fo neceifary to thoie who 
vc doprefled by fortune. 

The iiatred of a man df^eAed oi all 
power to annoy them was of little confe- 
quence to the Ruffians ; but his wife felt 
feverely the ill effeds of his refentment. 
The miibondudi of her relations gave, him 
an averfion to her, and ihe received fre-r 
quent proofs of his hatred. In this un£3r-«> 
tunate iituation they remained till the death 
of Ptttr the Second, Casar of Mufeovy^ 
which infpired the Duke with hopes of 
emerging from the obfcurity in which his 
misfortunes had involved him. His wife, 
daughter to John the Second, eldpft bro- ^ 

- ther 
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thcf to Peter ^ Great, was, by .the death January 
of her coufin become lawful heireft to the ^^' ^^^^ 
tiirone of Mufcoyy^ nor was (he fo neg^e<^-* 
ful of her interefts, as to omit averting 
her claim, and demanding the crown to 
which fhe was fo juftly entitled : but Lio-^ 
f4ld ws^ born to difaf^intmeitts : the 
Ruffidns would not accept the Dutchefs of 
Meckknhurgb for their Sovereign. They 
were apprehenfive left comfdaifance for 
her hulband might engage them in a viK 
with Germany ; as he would in all proba- 
bility endeavour by her affiftance to reco- 
ver his dominions; nor were thofe who 
had enjoyed the chief Hiare in the admini- 
ftration during the laft reign, inclined to 
become in fad:, though not in name, the 
iubje<5ts of a Prince who had fhewn him- 
felf fb zealous of his rights, and peroga- 
tives * ; and whofe magnanimity was ren- 
dered more confpicuous by the fpirit aOjd 
dignity with which he had fbpported his 
misfortunes, than it could have been 1:^ a 
courfe of peace ^nd proi|)erity. . 

* Martitture, 
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. The Dutcfaefs could only aiiert bar tide 
verbally; (he had no means of foppor^ng 
her claim by force, nor did ihe hope to in?* 
Auence the BuJ^ns bat by the joftice of 
her caufe.' This had little weight -whtn 
plnhrate interefts and political views mtPi 
put in the other icale ; and (he had the 
mortificati<Mi to fee her younger lifter, 
Ann^ Dutchefs of ChurLmdj raifed to the 
dirone^ from whence ihe was unjuftly 
excluded. The miniftry declared that 
Peter the Second had nominated ji^n for 
his fuccefloT} and that in deference to his 
choice, they preferred her to the Dutchtk 
of Mecklfftbtfrgh : but they foon gave evi- 
dent proofs that their only view was to fe- 
cure to themfelves the folc adminiftration 
of the government, while they beftowed 
on the new Czarina a mcer nominal Sove- 
reignty. They appointed a council to affift 
her with their advice, but in reality to di- 
red all her a^yons with the authority of 
Governors; and exaded from her fuch 
conditions as deprived her of every branch 
of royalty, except the Iplendor and pagean- 
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^ of a courts and the pomp of 'cbipty 
titles. 

Ann confeoted at the firft to every ar* 
tick they required j but when Ihe faw 
Hcsrfiilf well eihbiiihed on the tb-om^ ^ 
they found her leis paffive. How drtfbliy 
foever a fa£tion may endeavour to cir^ 
ctimfcribe the Imperidl power, its aim 
is eafily baffled^ fihce every ambki6t»i 
]Tian in the kingdom, is equally de-- 
firous to frttftrate.. its views, and ready 
to throw that power into his Sovereign's 
Jiands which he ^pcds will in great part, 
either through gratitude or prudence, be 
pgain delegated to him. 

The new Empii?fs found many of the 
pobles ready to concur with her defire 
of freeing herfelf from her, Ipfendid ila- 
very; and by their means in a (hort time 
refcued her power out of th« hands of her 
Gov^nors. Having no children of her 
own, flie endeavoured to repair the injttfy f * ^^ 
the Rtf^m had done to the Dutchefe of 
Meckknbfirghi and defired that her daugh- 
ter Jxn might be given into Iier care, to 
be e4ucated 2X feterjbt^g^ zxid acknow- 
ledged 
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ledgcd fuccdibr to the empire; which no- 
thing could fo much facilitate as her being 
continually in the fi^t of the people, and 
early initiated into the Ruffian cuftoms; 
fihcc by a ready conformity to their man- 
ners, (he might conciliate their afiedticms. 
As the Czarina was no fcfs anxious for her 
fiftcr's happinefs flian for the exaltation 
of her niece, (he invited her to accompany 
the Princcfs J but feeing the Duke of Meek- 
Unburgh might dirough enmity obftruft. 
fo fortunate a change in her iituation, 
though her fociety gave hun no pleafure j 
the Emprcfs advifed her to e&ape with- 
out his knowledge ; promifing to protedt 
her, whatever might prove the confequcncc 
of the attempt. 

The Dutchcfs readily confented to this 
meafure, which gave her hopes of an 
happier life; and prevented a feparation 
from her only daughter^ whofe promotion 
vrould be a fufficient coniblation for the 
many misfortunes which had arifen from 
her marriage with the Duke of Meckkn* 
kurgk Their efcapc was effected with all 
the fuccefs they could wifli/ and the Cza- 
rina 
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rina received them in the moft aflfefiionate 
manner. 

The Princefs of Mecklenburgb was edu- 
cated and refpefted as the future Emprefe 
of Rtiffia*. But her mother enjoyed the 
fetisfadion of feeing her in fb defirable a 
fituation but three years, at the end of 
which term {he died. The Duke of Meck^ 
knburgb was too confcious of the hatred 
the Emprefs bore him on account of his 
treatment of her fifter, to appear publickly 
at her court j but the defire of feeing his 
daughter induced him to go thither incog- 
nito, in the train of an embafly which he 
fent to Peterjburgy and he had the fatis- 
fadtion of beholding her on the throne 
with her aunt, and treated with the dif- 
^ tinftion due to the declared fucccflbr to the' 
empire. 

The Czarina, fome time after, thought A. D. 
proper to marry her niece to Antony JJlriCy ^^^^ 
Prince of Brunfmc WolfembuttU. Some^ 
perfons of the firft diftindion in the 
ftate oppofed this union, unwilling to be- 
come fubjedt to 2. German Priiice^ but the 

f 
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powier of the Emprefs was too well efla- 
blifhcd to be controuled ; their oppofition 
only occafioned their own deftruftion, 
and the intended marriage took effeft. 

Ann furvived thefe nuptial about a 
year. At her deceafe a will was found 
appointing Iwan or Jdm^ fon to the Prin- 
ccfe oi Mecklenburgb and Antmy Vlrk of 
Brunfwic^ then but two montb) old, her 
fucceffor in the empire, under the guar- 
dianfhip of his father aul mother, but 
committing the regency of the ftate to 
the Duke of CourJanJ-, and in cafe of 
. Jobn^s death, fubftituting the other ions 
which flicHild be born of the Princefs of 
Meckknburgb in his place^ according to 
the order of their birth*. 

The dcfire of exaltmg the Duke of Cwkt- 
land occafioned the exclufion of th$ Prin- 
cefs of M^ckUnburgb firom the fucceflbn. 
He had long poffeffed the Emprefe's favour, 
having been attached to her before Ihc 
* W8B raifed to the throne. To this man, 
who notwithftanding the mcannefs of his 
extradion, (he had promoted tothe higheft 

* Ibid- 
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hpnours, and conferred on him the dutchy 
of Courland^ Ann would gladly have be- 
queathed die crown; but coufcious that 
the Bifl^ns would not fubmit to fuch a 
bequeft flie chofe a fucceffor whofc youth^ 
promifed to the Dukes a long enjoynnkent 
of the government 5 as the beft means 
of compleating her wiflxes in his favx^ur^ 
and of gratifying his ambition* 

The Princefs of Mtcklenhurgh was len- 
libly affefted by the lofs of a crown, to 
which fhe had never doubted her fiiccef- 
fion ; but to difpute the diipofition made 
in her fon's fav^r, might have been a 
means of depriving him of the throne, 
without obtaining it for herfelf. The young 
'John therefore was crowned, and the Duke A. IX 
of Courland eftabliflied in the regency ; who * ^*® 
endeavoured to ingratiate himfelf with the 
nobility, by conferring upon them many 
dignities and pecuniary grants, which 
pleafed lefs than he expected, fince thofe 
who received them, could fcarcely forgive 
his having acquired the power to beftow 
favours on perfons fo much his fuperiors 
by birth, ,He appointed the Prince of 

Brunpwic^ 
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BrunfimCi Either to the Czar, Generallif^ 
* fitnoy and High Admiral of the kingdom ; 
aiid increafed the penfion which the de-' 
ceafed Czarina had fetded on the Princefs 
at the time of her marriage : nor did he 
•negle<a the people/ but abated in their fa- 
vour the rigour of many penal laws,* 

Although the Duke of Courland did but 
half oblige thofe on whom he conferred 
obligations, yet he gave double offence to 
the families of fuch as he treated with fe- 
verity. Punifhment appearing to him a^ 
neceflary towards eilablifhing his authority 
as rewards and gratifications, he bani/hed 
into Siberia without any form of procefs^ 
fome perfons of great rank, who were a- 
veriib to his promotion ; and by this exer« 
tion of abfolute power, made the nation 
anticipate in their apprehenfions, the hor- 
rors of a long fubjedtion to a man whom 
they defpifed, on account of the meannefs 
' of his extraction; and his unbounded 
ambition. The extreme youth of the 
, . Czar expofed them to a tedious minority ; 
and his death would only prolong the 

♦ Ibid. 
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to preArve peace with the neigh« 
bouring Princes, in order to ;be <he more 
at libCTty to eftablifh Jier au^rity^ by 2 
fteady iatlention to the adnaimftration c£ 
juftice» and die interior ecMtoerns of her 
new em|Hrei The Swedes ieemed little 
di^fed to fiifFcr her to enjoy the tran- 
qaillity which in her "fituation was requi- 
fite to her &fety. She had the mortifica- 
tion erf" finding they cojald not fee pfeeified, 
aldiough her father, tfee Duke <if Meckkn-- 
iurgby who. nqtwithftandihg his long fc- 
paratioh ifrom his dauber, ftiH fck the 
afiedbn of a parent, endeavoured to bring 
the aifsdr in qucftion to an amicable iffue, 
they declared war on the twenty-fourth of 
<yMe. 

The RiSans made the like declaration a 
month after. As many of the "Swedes were 
fettled in that empire, the Princefe forbad 
her ful]geds to give them any moleffetion„ 
and offered to grant them ptt-mifBon to 
leave the country with aH their eficfts, or 
to remain under her prote^ion; hut an 
oncxpeded revolution prevented her from 

maintaining 
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maintaining a war^ which flie had fo 
ftrenubufly endeavoufcd to avoid. 

Elizabethy daughter to Peter the Great, 
had long feen with jealous eyes her un- 
cle's deicendants feated on the throne of 
Rtt^. She could iiot deny but their 
father was the elder brother, but feemed 
to think the fuperior foul of Peter was a 
ftrongcr claim to empire than priority of 
birth 5 and that the crown ought to de- 
volve; to the children of the man, whofe 
tinparallelled talents had conferred upon 
it all ite luftre; and the nation, by giv- 
ing her fathefs^^teave to appoint his fuc- 
ceflbr had, in fbme meafure aboliflied all 
hereditary right, and acknowledged no 
jK>wer but their Monarch's wilL 

However frivolous thefe pretenfions, 
yet many among the discontented were 
ready, to fupport them. The Prince who 
reigns over the fcweft fubjed:s, cannot 
gratify the ambition of all; but in fo 
gre^t an empire as that of Rtiffta^ only 
a fmall number, in comparifon of the 
whole, can feel the influence of his 
favour. 

A a The 
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The pleafures and laxuries' tibat * tee 

enj6yed in more refined coons; attach 

great numbers to thetr Sovereign^ and as 

there are more vain and voluptuous, dun 

ambitious men, the greateft part feek onfy 

amufement and fplendor: but in the Rtff- 

fiam empire, where fondnefs for the de-* 

Itcacies of life, ^nd the pleafures of diffi* 

pation have not riien to fo great a height; 

power and fubftantiai emoluments me tlK 

general aim; and thefe can be imparted 

only to few: fuch therefore as had no 

fhare in the regent's confidence, hoped 

,for a dHierent i^te under a Prinoef^ whom 

they themfelves fhould place upon the 

Ithrone. The people very juiHy cheriihed 

the memory' of Feter Ae Great; and 

loved the daughter for the fether*s virtues. 

His adions had almoft obliterated from 

their remembrance every preceding Prince ; 

whilft jT^'s imbecillity had rendert^ him 

the objed: of thdr contempt, which was 

greatly encreafed by <:t)mparing him with 

his brother, whoft genius Vtrill ever eseite 

' univerfal wondep, and veneration. 'The 

conflraint in which the Princes htfd baen 

kept 
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kept by the Emprefs Jbmt had moved 
<hcir compaffion; they even beheld with 
indignation the daughter of Peter little 
better than a IhtQ prUbncr; and were 
ifiuch oxore inclined to fee the fupretne 
power in her hands, than in thofe of the 
wife, or fonof a foreign Prince. The 
Prirtcefs's perfon increafed the public pre- 
judice in her favour, and the turn of her 
ixund^ rendered it more attradive to fome 
individuals. 

In the reign of the late Emprefs, Eli^ 
xabetb was fo dofcly obferved, that it 
would have been difficult for her to have 
formed any fetded party ; but the Princefs 
of Mecklenburgh^ by leiaving her more at 
liberty, gave her opportunity to attach a 
greater number to her interefl. As of- 
^fence$ againfl the government are moft 
dangerous in^an abfolute monarchy, a 
confpirator muft be fudden in the execu^ 
tion of his purpofes; for whai a flight 
iufpicion fufficeth for his dcflxu(3:ion, the 
completion c£ bis defigns muft, if he 
tender^, his oyyn fafety, quickly follow the 
firft itep towards tj-eafon. Thus it was 

A a 2 in 
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in the revolution, whidi placed Eiizabetb^ 
the prefcnt C2ariiia, cm the R^jum tibrooe; 
nor had the Regent any fuipidon of what 
was tranfatiing againil her, till ihe found 
her^lf a priibner in the palace* She £lw 
guards placed at every gate without her 
order, and could not obtain any in£>raia* 
tkm concerning the cauie«. The houfes of 
her principal mtniilers were befet m the 
fiune manner, ihe was denied idl €oiaisu<-i 
nication with any of her coun&!lor9> and 
firft learnt her fall from the ftcclan^tfons 
of the pe(^le, on the prodanGiation of dieir 
new Sovereign*, 

Eiizabetb"% partizans ai&mbkd in the 
night at her palaqcf, whcie ti^ey r^g^ated 
the manner in which thc^y Should proc^d 
to place her on the throne. M ibon as day 
^'^;^* appeared, (he wjis proclaimod Empfftis; 
and the young Caar, the Prince& Re;gmit, 
her husband, and dau^tor, w»^ icmoved 
bom the palace, wfaer^ a^ few hours be- 
fore, they had exerciied the iupreme.power, 
to one, where akhou^ they were, Hill 
treated with rcfpeft, they were .^3»dod 

♦ Ibid, 

with 



1741 




'*^ 



MBCKL1SNBURGH. 357 

,wiA the utmoft care/ Tfee folbwlog 
nion& they recciwd permiffion to return 
into Germof^i a confideraWe fum of i!»- 
ncy, and all the jewek which the Em- 
prefs ^n had given to the Princcfs -of 
Meckknhurgb^ were delivered to her, and 
an annual penfion fettled en her, and her 
fon. This unfortunate family thought 
themfelves happy in being treated with 
this feeming moderation ; and the Princefs 
found fo much confolation in the near 
prqfpeft of feeing her father, virhofe long 
eicperienc^ of an adverie fortune qualified 
him to teach that conftancy of mind which 
had bttn fo confpicuous in him, that fhe 
fcarcely regretted the high rank from 
whidi (he was fo fuddenly fallen; and 
hoped that under fuch an mftrudor, her 
fim might he taught the wifdom which is 
more pireciou's than all the empitrs of the 
earth. Bm£ die generofity of the Czarina 
wa$ merely hypocritical* JBefere: diey 
reached Drntzic^ they w^« ^kcd and 
broa^t back to Riga^ on pretence that 
in the xonfellkms c£ ibme oi the Prin* 
cefs*s minifters, , whD were treated as cri- 

minals^ 
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mmals on account of dieir adfaereh^e t0 
her, Ihc was charged wich'adions which 
required a perfonal explanation. • At Rigd 
they were put under cloie ccHifinemenct 
. nor coold they hope for any great char^ 
in their favour, fiMe it ieldom happens^ 
that a Prince whofe right to the du-cme 
he poiTefles is equivocal, treats his ctfin* 
petitors with much generofity; e^>eciaUy 
when they have the more Juft tkie oa 
their fide. 

The Prujfian and Aufirian minifters 
Solicited the Empreis in ^our of the 
Princefs of Mecilenburgb^ but received no 
other anfwer than. That, " (he had little 
" reaibn to complain of her detention, 
" fince the Emprefs had ordered {he ihould 
" be treated at Kiga with the refpedl due 
• "to her rank; and <very oonvenience 
" and amufement prbcurcd her,* whtch 

the prefent fituation of affairs would ^^ 

permit*. ^ ^ 

The Princefs furvived this revolutioii %p 
about three years; but the young Q%x \ 
ftill continues in his cot^ement; perhaps % 

with 
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withlefs vexation, for never having known 
the fweeta of liberty; ))eing little more 
than a year old when he exchanged, the 
throne for a prHbn. 

His grandfather^ Ciwks Leop^Uj left 
no furviving iflue, and the dukedom • of 
Mkckknburgb continued in the hands of 
CbriJUan Lewis the adminiftrator ; who 
was focceeded by the fons which Cujiava, 
Princefe of Strelitz bore him. 

The year after, Adolphus Frederic the 
Third, Duke of Strelitz, fucceedcd to his 
dominions, he married Dorothy Sophia^ 
daughter of John Adolphus Duke of Hoi- 
^in Plon, but died without iiTue; whereby 
Adolphus Frederic the Fourth, born the 
fifth of May 1738, fon to Charles Lewis 
Frederia, his younger brother, became 
heir to that dutchy^ and is the prefent 
reigning Duke. Charles Lewis Frederic 
his fiither had by Albertina Elizabeth^ his 
wife, and daughter to Erneji Fre^ric, 
Duke of Saxe HiUbaurghaufeny befide the 
prefent Duke» three Ions, Charles Lewis 
Frederic, born the tenth of December 
1741, and now a Colonel in the Hano- 
verian 
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w fervice ; Emeji Gottio^ AUfert, 
hgu/i ihe Eyth 1742J and George 
w, bora Augufi the third 17+8: 
ro daughters, Cb'ifiina Si^bin jti~ 
;ihom J)ece}Mber the fixth 1735; 
fbia 'Cbariotte, born Mi^ the 1 6th 
and Oisaied at St^ yattiet*s on the 
of Septemher 1761, to i-Monarch, 
virtues are flilt more' exalted dian 
itioiii- which promife her amidft 
mp and fplendw of a court, all the 
ir^tluable' bicfiings of domeftic feli- 
liOW fortunate may thdt Princefe - 
:metl, wbofe huiband's h*art is a 
irc .valuabjc prefent than his thr€Mie» 
ho finds united in one perfon^.the 
amiable Sovereign, -the tendteeft 
, avA the greateft example of every 
that can adorn a -Monarch ! 
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